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SUBJECT: SONORAN BOULEVARD SOLUTION BASED FORUM RESULTS 

 
This report provides backup information on item number 115 on the July 6, 2011 Formal 
Agenda regarding the solutions based forum held on June 28, 2011 to discuss the 
Sonoran Boulevard construction project. The report increases staff recommendations 
based upon the results of the Forum that include project enhancements, future area 
transportation priorities, and process improvements for City Council consideration. 
  
THE ISSUE 
 
At the City Council Policy Session Meeting on June 14, 2011, Street Transportation staff 
presented a Sonoran Boulevard project update to the City Council.  A variety of 
stakeholders, both in support and in opposition to the construction, provided input at the 
meeting.  As a result of the public involvement, Council approved the facilitation of a 
solution based forum designed to reconcile the different opinions concerning the project 
and recommend potential improvements.  An attorney with extensive experience in this 
process, David C. Tierney, agreed to conduct the sessions at no cost to the City. 
 
OTHER INFORMATION 
 
During the week of June 20, 2011, Mr. Tierney met or spoke by phone with various 
stakeholder groups.  About 85 people attended a "Solutions Forum" held on June 28, 
2011.  Participants included the area’s major homeowner groups, developers, 
employers, and other interested agencies.  Representatives from the State Land 
Department, City Council District 2 office, and the Street Transportation, Planning and 
Development Services, and Parks and Recreation Departments were also present.  A 
series of requests and suggestions were agreed upon by a nearly unanimous 
consensus.  A memorandum from Mr. David C. Tierney to the Mayor and City Council 
describing the process and the recommendations of the stakeholder groups is attached.   
 
The Sonoran Boulevard project that extends from 23rd Avenue to Cave Creek Road is 
currently under construction.  Specifically, construction is proceeding within the area 
between 23rd Avenue and Paloma Parkway, and between Central Avenue and Cave 
Creek Road.  
 
 
 



RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Staff recommends the following actions and items based upon the results of the 
Solutions Forum: 
 
Sonoran Boulevard Project Enhancements  
 
1. Initiate the process for renaming the roadways of Sonoran Boulevard and Sonoran 

Desert Drive.  This process would include a community wide canvassing to 
determine a consensus on the name for the northern roadway (Sonoran 
Boulevard/Dove Valley Road) and the southern roadway (Sonoran Desert 
Drive/Lone Mountain Road/Sonoran Boulevard).  Based upon the neighborhood 
responses and Council approval, produce and install the appropriate street name 
signs and coordinate with the Arizona Department of Transportation to erect new 
freeway signage with the new corresponding street names. 

 
2. Install speed control measures along Sonoran Boulevard between North Valley 

Parkway and 15th Avenue.  The speed limit within this residential area shall not 
exceed 35 miles per hour.  These measures may consist of additional speed limit 
signage or speed feedback indicators with associated flashers.  Other measures 
may be warranted based upon field evaluations after roadway construction is 
complete.  Additionally, the speed limit along Sonoran Boulevard east of 15th 
Avenue shall not exceed 45 miles per hour. 

 
3. Design and install enhanced landscaping along Sonoran Boulevard from 

approximately 22nd Avenue to 15th Avenue.  The anticipated standard is to place a 
minimum of 3-inch caliper trees at 20-foot spacing on center in coordination with 
adjacent residents and Homeowner’s Association tract properties.  Enhancements 
to tract areas will be subject to Homeowner’s Association approval.  Additional 
landscaping will be maintained by the adjacent property owners. 

 
4. Install a traffic signal at the intersection of North Valley Parkway and Sonoran 

Boulevard upon completion of the current Sonoran Boulevard construction project. 
 
5. Conduct a final evaluation of the 27th Drive and Carefree Highway intersection 

once the Sonoran Boulevard project is complete.  Traffic volumes and service 
levels will be used to determine if the installation of dual left turn lanes and traffic 
signal phase adjustments are warranted. 

 
6. Further investigate limiting the Gross Vehicle Weights along Sonoran Boulevard in 

compliance with local and state statutes.  This restriction would also require 
cooperation from the Police Department for field enforcement. 

 
7. Review and ensure compliance of the Sonoran Boulevard project with Edge 

Treatment Guidelines.  This review will require coordination with the Parks and 
Recreation and Planning and Development Departments.  

 
 
 



8. Research the necessary elements required for the enforcement of sound levels 
generated by motorcycles.  This effort requires analysis of the city code and motor 
vehicle code for authority and requires coordination with the Police Department for 
field enforcement. 

 
Future Area Transportation Priorities  
 
1. Initiate an alignment study for Sonoran Desert Drive (southern alignment) from 

Sonoran Boulevard to Paloma Parkway to evaluate alternative or additional 
roadway connections and to site the required right-of-way for the corridor.  Area 
stakeholders, including the Arizona State Land Department and the Phoenix 
Mountains Preservation Council, are to be invited to participate in the process. 

 
2. There will be no future expenditure of City capital funds on Sonoran Boulevard 

(northern alignment) between Paloma Parkway and Sonoran Desert Drive to widen 
the roadway beyond the one lane in each direction that is currently under 
construction.  Adjacent private development would still need to comply with City 
ordinances and provide improvements along their property frontage.  Expansion to 
four lanes will not occur until such time as the southern alignment (Sonoran Desert 
Drive) is completed or adjacent development of State land warrants it. 

 
3. Initiate the process to consider a Scenic Corridor designation for both the Sonoran 

Boulevard and the Sonoran Desert Drive alignments through the Sonoran 
Preserve area.  Key stakeholders will be the Arizona State Land Department and 
the Phoenix Mountains Preservation Council.  The City of Phoenix may have to 
acquire and purchase land for the scenic corridor should that be one of the 
elements.  This process is generated by the Planning and Development 
Department and requires Council approval to designate. 

 
4. Confirm the roadway classification of Sonoran Boulevard (northern alignment) from 

North Valley Parkway east to Sonoran Desert Drive as a [minor] arterial street with 
a maximum of two through lanes in each direction at ultimate build-out.  

 
5. Confirm the roadway classification of Sonoran Desert Drive (southern alignment) 

from North Valley Parkway east to Cave Creek Road as a major arterial street with 
a maximum of three through lanes in each direction at ultimate build-out. 

 
6. Request that City staff review proposals for public-private partnerships to advance 

the construction of the roadway connection and bridge (100 year flood crossing) 
along the Sonoran Desert Drive alignment from the I-17 freeway to North Valley 
Parkway. 

 
Process Improvements  
 
1. Initiate a task force to review the current street renaming process and recommend 

improvements to be instituted citywide.  This process is facilitated by the Planning 
and Development Department.  Residents from the Sonoran area communities 
must have representation on the task force. 

 



2. Request that the District 2 Council Office create a formal “stakeholder list” for the 
Sonoran area and notify these stakeholders of all developments and City street 
projects within a defined geographic area. 

 
 
Funding 
 
Funding for the implementation of the project enhancement, future transportation priority 
studies, and process improvement identified in this report is estimated at $500,000 and 
will be provided through the reallocation and reprogramming of funds through the 
Capital Improvement Program (CIP) in City Council District 2.  
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Staff requests City Council approve the recommendations resulting from the Solutions 
Forum as detailed in this report and also recommends that the portion of the Sonoran 
Boulevard project between 15th Avenue and approximately Central Avenue resume 
construction.  The Street Transportation Department further requests authorization to 
reprogram the corresponding CIP funds as necessary.  
 
Attachment 
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