
Drought Pipeline Project



Summary of Petition Requests:

 Stop Projects: 48-inch Pipe & 66-inch Pipe

 City Charter Concern

 North Phoenix Water Options

 Water Conservation

 Alignment Study and Public Input

 City Council Action on Projects

 Oversight Hearing





City of Phoenix 

Water System

• 1.7 Million Customers

• 7000 miles of water 

mains

• 5 Water Treatment 

Plants

• 192 pumps, reservoirs 

wells



Large Pipe

• “Arteries” of Water System

• 600 Miles of Large Pipes

• Prestressed Concrete Cylinder Pipe



Tucson, AZ - 1999



Large Pipeline Program

Phoenix, AZ - 2006



Phoenix, AZ - 2006



Inspection Program



Existing 48-inch pipe



Large Pipeline Program
Cracks



Construction Anticipated 

March 2020 – Fall 2020

Existing 48-inch pipe

Replacement 48-inch 

Large Pipeline



Construction Anticipated 

March 2020 – Fall 2020

Existing 48-inch pipe

Replacement 48-inch 

Large Pipeline

• May 16, 2018 - Council approval of 
design contracts for the engineer and 
CMAR

• September 18, 2019 - Council approval 
of construction contract

• Construction for 48-inch replacement 
anticipated March 2020 – Fall 2020



DroughtDrought Pipeline



Phoenix Water Supplies 

Salt & Verde Rivers

Wells

58% 40%

2%







WATER TREATMENT PLANTS

SALT AND VERDE RIVER WATER

COLORADO RIVER WATER



New 66-inch Pipeline

Existing 48-inch pipe

Canal



Pipeline 

Analysis:

Cave Creek Rd

Canal



Pipeline 

Analysis:

Canal/Drainage

Canal



Pipeline 

Analysis:

16th Street

Canal



Pipeline 

Analysis:
Dreamy Draw 

Dam

Canal



Pipeline 

Analysis:

ADOT Alignment

Canal



Pipeline 

Analysis:

22nd St

Canal



Legal Authority

 Phoenix City Charter Chapter XXVI, Section 3:

 The Council "shall at all times have the power and authority 

within and in conjunction with any City Mountain Preserve to 

take appropriate action to...develop to the extent 

necessary City-owned flood control and water 

treatment facilities."

 This language retains for the council the ordinary authority and 

power over Preserve property for those limited purposes.

 No special hearings, finding, or other requirements are imposed 

by the Charter



City Design Standards

 Section III.B requires a route study or 

alignment report, which was completed by Project Engineering 

Consultants

 The minimum easement width of eighty feet noted by citizen 

petitioners does not apply, as the pipelines are being 

constructed within the public right-of-way, not an easement.

 Section III.B.1 generally requires adherence to Standard 

Utility Locations Manual for the City of Phoenix, but specifically 
states that "there may be instances where the standards cannot 

be applied."



Collage of flyers, etc

Outreach



Public Outreach Summary
 932 Invitations mailed for Public 

Meeting

 932 door hangers hung for Public 

Meeting

 Approximately 350 attendees at 

Public Meeting

 5 visits to faith–based institutions

 6 meetings with Madison Heights 

Elementary, Mercury Mine 

Elementary and Paradise 

Valley School District



Ongoing Public Outreach
 January 23, 2020: Parks and Recreation Board 

Project Update 

 January 28, 2020: North Phoenix Chamber of 

Commerce

 Mailers to Residents

 Door Hangers to Residents

 February 4, 2020: Open House

 Canvass the Neighborhood

 March 16, 2020: PSPMPPC Project Update

 Street Signage with Contact Information

 Construction Notices

 Email Updates

 Website: phoenix.gov/droughtpipeline



Current Status

Pending Agreement to do ADOT Option
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Previous 66-inch alignmentCanal



Mountain Preserve and Adjacent 

Neighborhood Construction Timeline

48” Replacement Pipe: 

March 2020 – Fall 2020

New 66” Pipe:

Neighborhood

Fall 2020 – Summer 2021

Preserve

January 2021 - Spring 2022



Neighborhood Coordination

We will maintain access for:

Residential Users

Bicycle/Pedestrian/Vehicle

School drop-off/pickup

School Bus

Commercial Users

Trash pickup

Mail/Deliveries

Emergency Responders

Granada Park



CONTACT US:

Project Website

phoenix.gov/droughtpipeline

Project Hotline 602-235-2666

waterworks@phoenix.gov



In Summary:

➢ Both pipeline projects are integral to 
the health and welfare of Phoenix 

residents

➢ The City has acted within its authority

➢ Staff respectfully requests the Land Use 
and Livability Subcommittee deny the 

Citizen Petitions related to the Phoenix 

Water Drought Pipeline Project and 
recommend the Water Services 

Department continue community 
engagement and outreach throughout 

the project


