
OVERVIEW

Exciting development opportunities exist "beyond the banks" of the Rio Salado Habitat Restoration Project, particularly 
for office park and light industrial projects on the north bank; and hotel, residential, and mixed-use projects on the 
south bank.  Development projects have the opportunity to embrace a flourishing desert river landscape setting, views 
of native wildlife, and multi-use recreation trails within the seven square mile area.  Area employers have access to 
more than 545,000 workers within a thirty-minute commute.  The area is served by two interstate freeways and is less 
than one mile from Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport.  Copper Square Downtown, Arizona State University, six 
golf courses, and South Mountain Park, the world’s largest municipal park with 16,500 acres of desert preserve and 
recreational amenities, are all conveniently located within five miles.

           HABITAT RESTORATION PROJECT

The Rio Salado Habitat Restoration Project will create a 580-acre desert river habitat consisting of streams, ponds and 
wetlands, mesquite groves, stands of cottonwood and willow trees, desert grasslands and shrubs.  Additionally, a flood 
control feature will be included, along with habitat elements for wildlife, an environmental education center, and a 
comprehensive recreation and interpretive trail system.  More than ten miles of trails will be accessible on the north 
and south banks for hiking, bicycling, jogging, in-line skating, horseback riding, and guided tours.  The $85 
million Rio Salado Habitat Restoration Project offers a major urban landscape setting to revitalize the Salt 
River corridor and will open to the public in late 2004. 

BEYOND THE BANKS AREA PLAN 

The Rio Salado Beyond the Banks Area Plan is a comprehensive planning effort underway for the area 
"beyond the banks" of the Rio Salado Habitat Restoration Project.  The purpose of the plan is to protect 
the investment in the Rio Salado Habitat Restoration Project and maximize the long-term benefits to the 
community while increasing the potential value of the properties adjacent to the river.  This plan could 
recommend changes to land use and zoning within the area.  For more information on the Beyond the Banks 
Area Plan, please visit the city of Phoenix website, http://phoenix.gov/PLANNING/btbindex.html.

RECENT AND PLANNED COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY

The Beyond the Banks area includes more than 8 million square feet of industrial and flex office 
space with more than 1.5 million square feet of additional space planned or under construction.  
Several sites in the area are currently available for commerce park development.

Current Projects

1. Lincoln Commerce Park 523,000 sq. ft. Commerce Park
2. University Center 34 acres Office/Light Industrial Build-to-Suit
3. Riverpoint 750,000 sq. ft. Commerce Park
4. Ace Asphalt 43,000 sq. ft. Corporate Office/Industrial
5. Goodrich Aircraft
 Interior Products 43,778 sq. ft. Industrial Expansion

Planned Projects

A. SEC 16th Street & University 72 acres Commerce Park Site
B. NWC 24th Street & Salt River 72 acres Commercial Development Site
C. Del Rio Golf Course 160 acres 18-Hole Golf Course
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LINCOLN COMMERCE PARK
Southwest corner of Interstate 17 
and 7th Avenue
A Development of Lincoln 
Property Company

RIVERPOINT
Northwest corner of 32nd Street and Broadway Road
A Development of Kitchell Development

Employment by Occupation

10 Min Commute 20 Min Commute 30 Min Commute
Occupation Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
Executive/Managerial 2,352 7% 22,036 11% 69,148 13%
Professional Specialty 2,740 9% 24,423 12% 76,197 14%
Technical Support 780 2% 7,559 4% 23,357 4%
Sales 2,204 7% 21,267 10% 67,587 12%
Clerical and Admin Support 4,649 15% 37,572 18% 101,042 18%
Service Occupations 7,189 22% 34,634 17% 79,360 14%
Precision Production 4,316 13% 25,554 12% 62,705 11%
Machine Operator 3,636 11% 15,254 7% 29,762 5%
Transportation/Material
Moving

1,609 5% 8,763 4% 19,570 4%

Helper/Laborer 2,574 8% 10,042 5% 20,561 4%
TOTAL 32,049 207,104 549,291
Source:  Bureau of the Census 2000, Applied Economics 2002.
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The newest location in the 

Valley of the Sun for creative 

development projects is 

Beyond the Banks of the 

Phoenix Rio Salado Habitat 

Restoration Project.

RIO SALADO
BEYOND THE BANKS

For more information or to receive this document in an alternate format, please call 

the Community and Economic Development Department at (602) 262-5040 Voice 

and TTY (602) 534-3476.

City of Phoenix Community and Economic Development Department 

200 W. Washington Street, 20th Floor • Phoenix, AZ 85003

602-262-5040 • Fax 602-495-5097 • www.phoenix.gov 

June 2002

n Access to a large labor 

force

n Strategically located 

near two interstate 

freeways

n Convenient access to 

Phoenix Sky Harbor 

International Airport

n City of Phoenix 

Enterprise Zone Tax 

Credits available

The Rio Salado Beyond the Banks area 

is bounded by Interstate 17/Interstate 

10 to the north, Broadway Road to the 

south, 19th Avenue to the west, and 

32nd Street to the east.

BUSINESS ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS

The Community and Economic Development Department offers a variety of business assistance 
programs that may be available for employers and development projects in the Beyond the Banks 
area.  Qualifying criteria apply for each program:

City of Phoenix Enterprise Zone (COPEZ) – Offers state corporate income tax and property tax 
benefits for qualifying businesses that increase their workforce or make capital investments.

City of Phoenix Enterprise Community – Offers tailored services such as outreach, capital access, 
business technical assistance, and workforce development.

Phoenix Industrial Development Authority (PIDA) Bonds – Offers tax-exempt industrial revenue bonds 
for land, buildings or equipment.

Expansion Assistance and Development Program (EXPAND) – Offers collateral enhancement funding 
for businesses looking to expand and create new quality jobs.

Management Technical Assistance (MTA) – Offers business owners the opportunity to work with 
experienced consultants at no cost.

Workforce Development – Offers customized job recruitment and retention assistance, job training 
information, customized job linkage partnership development, technical assistance, and information 
and referral.

Brownfields Land Recycling Program – Offers technical assistance, information resources and 
funding for public infrastructure improvements and permitting fees.

Redevelopment Area – Offers potential assistance with site assemblage in designated 
Redevelopment Areas.
 

MAJOR AREA 
EMPLOYERS/INDUSTRY

Ace Asphalt
  Construction Materials

Ameron International
  Industrial Pipe Manufacturer

Goodrich Aircraft Interior Products
  Aircraft Safety Slides Manufacturer

Kiewit Western Company
  Construction Materials

MKB Construction
  Construction Contractor

Quebecor World Phoenix
  Printing

Radio Frequency Systems
  Cellular Communications                      
  Equipment Manufacturer

Southwest Airlines Co.
  Airline Reservations Center

Wrigley Gum Corporation
  Specialty Chewing Gum Manufacturer

Sources: Dun & Bradstreet 2001, Reference USA, 
and City of Phoenix

INFRASTRUCTURE

Freeways – The Beyond the Banks area is located adjacent to Interstate 17 and Interstate 
10, providing convenient access for employees, suppliers, customers, and visitors.

Airport – Nearby Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport provides easy access from any 
location within the Beyond the Banks area.  Sky Harbor is one of the busiest airports in the 
world with approximately 33.5 million passengers a year.1

Public Transit – The Ed Pastor Transit Center, scheduled to open in January 2003, is 
located at the northwest corner of Broadway Road and Central Avenue.  The transit center 
will serve seven local bus routes, Dial-a-Ride service, and Bus Rapid Transit.

Telecommunications – The area is served by at least five major telecommunications and 
fiber providers including AT&T, Cox Communications, Sprint Communications, Qwest Long 
Distance and XO Communications.
1Phoenix Aviation Department


