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ARTS + CULTURE

“Her Secret is
Patience” awardwinning public art by
JANET ECHELMAN

A YEAR OF PROSPERITY
In June 2017, the Arts and
Economic Prosperity report for
the City of Phoenix was released,
showing a $100 million increase in
the total economic impact of the
not-for- profit arts and culture
sector since the last study five
years ago.

New Arts + Culture logo
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The impact of arts and culture in
Phoenix is economic reality, but
that impact also manifests itself in
many other ways.

This report highlights some of the
achievements of the large and
small organizations the city
supports through grant funding,
the public art installations that
were built and dedicated this past
fiscal year, the artworks in the
City’s collection that were
restored, and the community
engagement programs that
attempt to serve people in all
neighborhoods through an arts
focus.
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YOUTH ARTS+CULTURE COUNCIL
making legit change
The YACC
attended five
budget hearing
meetings in April
2017, resulting in
$20,000 approved
by Council to be
used for youthcentered
programming in
Phoenix.

For More
Information:
https://
www.phoenix.gov/
arts/yacc

Arts + Culture staff spent two years conducting
research regarding the development of a youth
council and concluded that young artists
overwhelmingly desired the ownership of their
own programming and to receive civic leadership
training, which lead to the first cohort in
September 2016.
Youth Arts + Culture Council is a collective of
young artists under the age of 19 years old from
all arts disciplines who advocate for youth
representation in Phoenix and provide arts and
culture experiences to all in Phoenix. Members
attend school, work, and/or reside in Phoenix
and represent Phoenix’s eight council districts.
YACC convenes weekly to review issues relating
to arts and culture programs and services for
youth; holds monthly events to enhance youth
participation in arts and culture; and organizes
an annual city-wide gathering of all young
Phoenix artists to meet and discuss ways to
strengthen communities through arts & culture.

First Cohort of Youth Arts and Culture
Council Members:
Council District 1
Lauren Kisicki, Music
Council District 3
Helena Häber, Music & Filmmaking
Council District 4
Jennifer Falcon Cruz, Visual Artist
Michael Serna, Choir
Council District 5
Jesus Galaviz Arreguin, Band & Choir
Council District 6
Maisie Hinson, Visual Artist
Council District 7
Jesus Lopez, Music
Council District 8
Avery Strachan, Musical Theatre
Nia Williams, Theatre

Council
Members met
weekly during
the 16-17
school year and
hosted a series
of public
information
sessions to
recruit new
members.

Follow them on
Social Media at:
@youngartistsofphx
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PUBLIC ART
stewarding public spaces in our city

NEWLY COMPLETED WORKS
A new shade structure, called Bloomcanopy
(pictured above), designed by Matter Architecture
Practice, was installed near Central and Pierce at
Phoenix Public Market. This work was proudly
dedicated in July 2017.
Arts + Culture staff, ASU Herberger Institute for
Design and the Arts, and other community partners
presented a two-year series of story-based events that
explore the bonds between people and their
communities. Story Days, generously funded by an
NEA Our Town grant, brought together communities
served by Dunbar Elementary School, with writers
and performers to highlight the forces that shape the
meaning of place in our lives through music and
poetry.

Student musician performs at the May 17, 2017
Story Days celebration.
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PUBLIC ART
highlights continued

< DEER VALLEY WATER
TREATMENT PLANT
This year also brought the
completion of the Deer Valley
Water Treatment Plant desert
landscaping, bus shelter, and wall
art installation, called Skylooms.
A dedication was held on
May 31, 2017
with Councilwoman
Thelda Williams,
artist John Runnels, and
landscape architect Janet Waibel.
Pictured above with Teniqua Broughton
and Gail Browne

ARTIST BILL DAMBROVA
WITH HIS COMPLETED
MURAL
>
Staff selected artists with Fry’s Food
Stores to create murals in four new
Fry’s Marketplace stores in the Valley.
Other commissioned artists:
Geoffery Gersten
Lauren Lee
Henry Bosack
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PUBLIC ART
highlights continued
INTERSECTION

>

For the second year in a row,
staff worked with local digital
media producers Union Digital
Inc. and a commissioned local
artist to produce a temporary
public art project called
Intersection. It was an
interactive digital media
experience at the A.E. England
Building at Civic Space Park.
The two-evening event
coincided with Art Detour 29 on
March 16 and 17, 2017

< INTERSECTION
Mayor Greg Stanton experiencing Casey Farina’s original and
interactive artwork

<

27th AVENUE WASTE MANAGEMENT
FACILITY ARTIST RESIDENCY PROJECT
Christine Lee installing her artwork outside Arizona Science
Center (bottom left)
Ann Morton standing with her artwork inside Arizona Science
Center (bottom right)
See Gallery @ City Hall on page 7 for more information.
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PUBLIC ART
maintenance highlights
The McDowell Gateway, located at 1633 E McDowell Road, was
resurfaced and completely painted bright white, returning it to its
original look. That process cost $21,204.
Upgrades of several large-scale pots (Wall Cycle to Ocotillo) along
the SR51 are under way. The pots will be repainted and new
benches will be installed. The cost of the teapot repair is $12,121
and the cost of the two planters repair is $826.
Thanks to last year’s boost in the city funding to maintain the
Public Art Collection, staff was able to hire painting conservator
Gary Hulbert to clean eight of the collection’s 24 historic
landscape paintings, dating from 1915 to the early 1930s. The
effort brought the vibrant colors of the original works out from
under years of yellowed varnish and desert dust.

ART CONSERVATOR, GARY HULBERT
conserving an oil painting from the early 1900s
(top right)

WALL CYCLE TO OCOTILLO before
maintenance (center right)
MCDOWELL GATEWAY before and after
restoring and painting (bottom)
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Wear and Care
October 12, 2015 - November 3, 2016
This educational exhibition featured visual representations
of the ways our public and portable art works are
maintained and preserved. On display were examples of
materials for complicated and intricate artwork like “Her
Secret is Patience” and a partially conserved historic
painting.
Back and Forth
November 14, 2016 - February 2, 2017
The first bilingual exhibition in the Gallery @ City Hall,
featuring a combination of sculptural works from the
Ironwood Library and prints from the Latino and
Indigenous artist collective M.A.R.S.

>

The Gallery @ City Hall features works from the City of
Phoenix’s extensive public collection of historic and
contemporary art. It is generously supported and staffed by
volunteers of the Friends of Phoenix Public Art and
community members. Three exhibitions were on display
for the public at the Gallery @ City Hall, which primarily
features works from the city’s public collection of historic
and contemporary art.

>
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GALLERY @ CITY HALL

ReImagined Trash
February 21, 2017 - August 25, 2017
A collaborative effort between the Public Works, Parks, and
Arizona Science Center brought this exhibition to life.
Featuring artwork created by the two artists who worked in
residence at the 27th Avenue Waste Management Facility,
in addition to past artworks created in response to the city
recycling efforts.

WEAR AND CARE
exhibition patrons in the
Gallery @ City Hall (top)

SCULPTURAL MEXICAN
FOLK ART in the Back and
Forth exhibition (center)

OPENING RECEPTION for
ReImagined Trash exhibition
(left)
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CULTURAL FACILITIES
maintaining cultural spaces in our city
The Office of Arts + Culture
oversees seven cultural facilities,
insuring these locations are
maintained and welcoming for arts
and culture workers, as well as their
audiences. In addition to providing
maintenance at the Black Theatre
Troupe, Children’s Museum of
Phoenix, Ballet Arizona, and Arizona
Opera facilities, the following projects
were initiated last year:
PHOENIX ART MUSEUM
Completed sprinkler retrofit in the
Greenbaum Lobby, Promenade, and
Harnett Gallery (top left)

VALLEY YOUTH THEATRE
Installation of new HVAC units in the
theater (center)

PHOENIX THEATRE
Renovations completed in Hardes
Theatre lobby and back of house
(bottom left)
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COMMUNITY ARTS GRANTS
supporting communities throughout Phoenix
For fiscal year 2016-2016, $864,346 in grant funds supported
the general operating costs of major, midsize, and small arts
and culture organizations, specific arts projects related to
festivals, as well as arts learning activities. Funds are also
allocated to a rental support program operated by the Office
of Arts and Culture in partnership with the Phoenix
Convention Center.
GRANT FUNDING AT A GLANCE
General Operating Support I - $349, 209
General Operating Support II – $197,347
General Operating Support III - $35,000
Festivals - $32,600
Arts Learning Partnerships - $27,190
Rental Support - $225,000
A FEW BRIEF HIGHLIGHTS BY DISTRICT
DISTRICT 1
Phoenix Conservatory of Music – Were able to move
into a larger, more expansive space in Metrocenter Mall.
They were named a finalist for the national Arts and
Humanities Youth Program Award.
DISTRICT 2
Musical Instrument Museum – “Experience Weekends”
program, partnered with community organizations to
celebrate cultural traditions
Phoenix Film Foundation – Began the Spotlight on
Women Directors Series.

DISTRICT 4
Arizona Opera – World premiere of “Riders of the Purple
Sage” received rave reviews.
Rosie’s House – Provided 13,000 free music lessons to 420
enrolled youth
DISTRICT 6
Desert Botanical Garden – Funds contributed to Spaces
of Opportunity community-driven food hub in South
Phoenix
MusicaNova Orchestra - musicians worked with
Harmony Project-Phoenix Orchestra in a program at South
Mountain Community College.

Grant award presentation to Cultural Coalition
(above)
Scene from Arizona Opera’s Riders of the Purple
Sage (right)
MusicaNova Orchestra member playing classical
guitar (below)
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GRANTS highlights continued
BLACK THEATRE TROUPE
performance of Black Pearl Sings (right)

MATSURI festival at Heritage Square
(bottom center)

ARAB AMERICAN FESTIVAL at Steele
Indian School Park (bottom)

DISTRICT 7
Phoenix Symphony – Offered sensory friendly
concerts for students with special needs and music
instrument instruction in partnership with Salt River
Pima-Maricopa Indian Community
Phoenix Chorale – Recreated of Duke Ellington’s
“sacred music” concert featuring the 16-piece MCC
PAC Jazz Ensemble.
DISTRICT 8
Black Theatre Troupe - made space available for
small emerging organizations, like Teatro Meshico
Grand Canyon Men’s Chorale - Now a majority
minority organization with new Transgendered
Ensemble
FESTIVALS
Matsuri – More than 75,000 people attended the 33rd
annual Matsuri, a Festival of Japan in Heritage and
Science Park
Arab American Festival - presented of culture of 22
Arab and Middle Eastern countries
Cultural Coalition’s Dia de los Muertos - 5th
annual Phoenix festival celebrated the Indio-Latino
community with 9,000 attendees (4,000 children) in
Hance Park
ARTS LEARNING GRANTS
Orpheus Male Chorus - collaborated with Phoenix
Children’s Chorus to provide mentorship and
encouragement for young people to continue music
practice beyond high school and college
Rising Youth Theatre - engaged 15 youth and 17
adult artists in development of original short plays
performed on Light Rail over a weekend.
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GRANTS highlights continued
< GRAND CANYON
MEN’S CHORALE

DESERT
BOTANICAL
GARDEN’S Spaces
of Opportunity
community mural
(center)
ROSIE’S HOUSE
young musician
performing (far left)

NEIGHBORHOOD ARTS GRANTS
Through generous funding provided by the National Endowment for the Arts, Arts + Culture was able to initiate a new grant
program for small, local projects. The Neighborhood Arts Grant encourages partnerships between artists, arts and culture
organizations, neighborhood community groups and businesses, bringing them together
to propose temporary or permanent arts projects that address community needs.

Broadway Heritage Neighborhood Association –
Butterfly Garden Fence
Cordova Neighborhood Association – Garden Signs
Evans Churchill Neighborhood – Yoga and Jazz
Series
Grandview Neighborhood Association – Humm
Mural
Grant Park Neighborhood Fightback – Grant Park
Mural (pictured right)
Laveen Community Council – Love of Laveen
Community Arts and Reading Space
Maryvale Revitalization Corp. – Traveling Cacti
Remain, Reclaim, Reimagine – South Phoenix Youth
Movement Pt. 1
Sí Se Puede Neighborhood Association – Conocen
Sus Derechos
Wilson Coalition – Celebration at Wilson School
Woodlea Melrose Neighborhood – Lyceum Park
Mural
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< The following projects received individual
awards between $2,024 and $3,395
Artist Jim Covarrubias and his completed
mural, created in Grant Park (below)
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SAVVY PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Peer-to-Peer and Practical
SAVVY is a professional development series that
offers small arts organizations and artists a space to
learn capacity building techniques. Programming
continued into its second year with two new
workshops developed from community feedback.
Using a peer-to-peer structure, small arts
organizations and artists are the main presenters,
walking participants through the creation of
documents, websites, marketing materials, board
manuals, and more.
Although tailored to smaller arts organizations (less
than $100K annual operating budget) and emerging
working artists, we encourage all those interested to
attend.
Spring 2017 workshops were hosted at Xico Inc., a
Phoenix-based arts organization, serving small
groups of 12 participants each.
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Spring 2017 workshop at XICO INC. with a
representative from the VOLUNTEER LAWYERS FOR
THE ARTS ASSOCIATION.

>

ARTS+CULTURE ANNUAL REPORT 16-17

LATINO CULTURAL CENTER

A feasibility study and analysis for a possible future
cultural center occurred in April and May 2017.
Three public town halls were held, over 20
stakeholder meetings, and an online survey was
conducted in order to gather information for the
study.

< ARTS DISTRICTS

Staff continues to convene representatives from the
arts districts of central Phoenix to discuss First
Fridays, to explore collaborative opportunities, and
promote the vibrancy of the arts in Phoenix.

INAUGURAL PHOENIX POET LAUREATE
ROSEMARIE DOMBROWSKI
Inaugurated on December 7, 2016
Rosemarie Dombrowski is the founder of
Rinky Dink Press, a poetry editor at Four
Chambers Press, and the co-founder and
host of the Phoenix Poetry Series, which
has been featuring poets for 10 years.
Dombrowski is a highly respected arts and
culture leader on the ASU Downtown
Campus and in the Phoenix community.
As laureate, she composed an original
poem for the Mayor’s State of the City
Address in April, presented a talk on
“Poetic Truth: The New Creativity: at
South Mountain College for National
Poetry Month, and was a guest reader at
the Arizona Public Defender Association
Conference in June 2017, among
numerous other appearances throughout
the year.
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ARTS AND ECONOMIC PROSPERITY
a study with Americans for the Arts
“Arts and culture are vital to the social and economic well being of our city. They improve
our quality of life, uplift our spirits and help attract and keep talented employees and
innovative businesses in Phoenix.”
-Mayor Greg Stanton

In the fall of 2016, we surveyed audiences at performances,
festivals, and other arts and culture events as part of the
Americans for the Arts’ Art and Economic Prosperity 5 report.
The results of the survey (first published in June) showed
significant growth in the economic impact of the non-profit
arts and culture sector in Phoenix.
Below are some of the highlights from the study.
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