Domestic Partner Registry for Phoenix Residents
Frequently Asked Questions
Who may apply to record a domestic partnership on the registry?
Unmarried persons participating in a domestic partnership who meet the criteria
established in the ordinance may apply. The registry is gender-neutral and applies to
same-sex and opposite-sex partnerships.
What are the requirements for registering a domestic partnership?
•
•
•
•
•
•

Both partners must reside within the city of Phoenix and share a common
residence
Both individuals are in a committed relationship and share responsibility for each
other’s common welfare
Neither individual is married to any third party
Neither partner is part of an existing domestic partnership or civil union with any
third party
Each individual is at least 18 years old and competent to enter into a contract
The individual partners are not related to one another by blood closer than
would bar marriage in the State of Arizona

What is the process for registering for a domestic partnership?
Two individuals seeking to become domestic partners must complete and file a
declaration of domestic partnership in person with the City Clerk Department. The
Declaration of Domestic Partnership must be completed, affirmed, and signed by both
applicants at 200 W. Washington St., 15th Floor. There is no additional fee for notary
services provided by the City Clerk Department.
What documents must I bring to register my domestic partnership?
Each applicant must provide a valid photo ID issued by a government agency within the
United States that provides name, date of birth, height, weight, and hair and eye color.
Is there a cost for registering?
Yes. There is a non-refundable administrative fee of $50.
What documentation will we receive after registering?
Registered domestic partners will each receive a copy of the completed Declaration of
Domestic Partnership document with the official city of Phoenix seal.
Does the city of Phoenix accept domestic partnership registrations from other
states or cities?
No.

What are the benefits provided by the ordinance for domestic partners?
The sole benefit granted by the ordinance is the right to visitation with a domestic
partner in any health care facility located within the city of Phoenix, notwithstanding
any rights granted through other legal documents that may have been executed by the
partners. The visitation rights are subject to any restrictions that apply to all visitors
established by the health care facility.
Are other government entities, employers, businesses or other parties
parties required to
recognize the partnership as a result of the registration?
No. The registration may, or may not, be accepted by other entities for the purpose of
recognizing the domestic partnership that exists between the parties.
Can the visitation benefit
benefit provided by the ordinance be obtained through means
other than the domestic partner registry?
Yes. Such rights can be granted through the execution of a Medical Power of Attorney
and are generally recognized by health care facilities. However, the city of Phoenix
cannot provide legal advice concerning domestic partnerships. Applicants should seek
legal counsel to determine the appropriate avenue for granting these rights to a
domestic partner.
Can domestic partnerships registrations be terminated?
Yes. You may contact the City Clerk’s office and request that a Notice of Termination
form be sent to you. You will need to complete the form, have it notarized and return it
to the City Clerk either in person or by mail. The City Clerk will process your request
and return to you the original copy stamped with the official seal of the city of Phoenix.
It is your responsibility to forward a copy to the person with whom you are terminating
the domestic partner relationship. There is NO FEE to file a Notice of Termination.
Can a person who was previously registered file subsequent applications with a
new partner?
Yes, provided the previous partnership registration has been terminated.
How long must the partnership have been in existence before the partners are
eligible to register?
The city has no requirement related to the length of the relationship prior to registering.
However, both parties must affirm that they are in a committed partnership and share
responsibility for each other’s common welfare.
Is the information provided on the registration form available to the public?
As a governmental subdivision of the State, the city is subject to comply with State
Public Records law that allows public access to these records upon request. The city will
not maintain personally identifying information such as birth dates, addresses or phone
numbers as part of this registry.
Where can I obtain more information regarding the domestic partner registry?
City Clerk Department: 602-262-6811

