
City of Phoenix 
 
 
July 22, 2026 
       
Tamara Weaver 
Sent Via: Email –  
 
RE: Dismissal of Ethics Inquiry EC-25-01 
 
Dear Tammy Weaver:  

I am writing to formally notify you that the Ethics Commission (“Commission”) met on July 
16, 2026, regarding Ethics Inquiry EC-25-01 (“Ethics Inquiry”). Based upon procedural 
and jurisdictional issues, the Commission dismissed the Ethics Inquiry, without 
conducting a full investigation. 

During the November 20, 2025, meeting, the Commission requested you submit 
information to comply with the City Code and Commission Rules, which state that ethics 
inquiries be notarized and acknowledge the possibility of sanctions. Although you did not 
submit the requested information, the Commission accepted jurisdiction of the Ethics 
Inquiry on December 18, 2025. 

Thereafter, on July 16, 2026, in accordance Phoenix City Code 2-53 and the Commission 
Rules, after procedural and jurisdictional consideration of the lack of notarization and 
attestation information, and without conducting a full investigation, the Commission 
dismissed the Ethics Inquiry by an affirmative vote of 4-0. Pursuant to Phoenix City Code 
Sec. 2-53, the dismissal of the Ethics Inquiry is not subject to review. 

For additional information, please see the City of Phoenix Ethics Commission website for 
meeting results, minutes, and resources, including the Bylaws, Rules of Procedure, and 
Ordinances: www.phoenix.gov/ethics. 
 
We appreciate your cooperation and understanding regarding this matter. Should you 
have any questions or require additional information regarding our decision, please 
contact the Commission at ethics.commission@phoenix.gov for further clarification. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Patricia Sallen 
Ethics Commission Chair 
 



City of Phoenix 
 
 
July 22, 2026 
       
Julie Read 
Sent Via: Email –  
 
RE: Dismissal of Ethics Inquiry EC-25-01 
 
Dear Julie Read: 

I am writing to formally notify you that the Ethics Commission (“Commission”) met on July 
16, 2026, regarding Ethics Inquiry EC-25-01 (“Ethics Inquiry”). Based upon procedural 
and jurisdictional issues, the Commission dismissed the Ethics Inquiry, without 
conducting a full investigation. 

During the November 20, 2025, meeting, the Commission requested the complainant 
submit information to comply with the City Code and Commission Rules, which state that 
ethics inquiries be notarized and acknowledge the possibility of sanctions. Although they 
did not submit the requested information, the Commission accepted jurisdiction of the 
Ethics Inquiry on December 18, 2025. 

Thereafter, on July 16, 2026, in accordance Phoenix City Code 2-53 and the Commission 
Rules, after procedural and jurisdictional consideration of the lack of notarization and 
attestation information, and without conducting a full investigation, the Commission 
dismissed the Ethics Inquiry by an affirmative vote of 4-0. Pursuant to Phoenix City Code 
Sec. 2-53, the dismissal of the Ethics Inquiry is not subject to review. 

For additional information, please see the City of Phoenix Ethics Commission website for 
meeting results, minutes, and resources, including the Bylaws, Rules of Procedure, and 
Ordinances: www.phoenix.gov/ethics. 
 
We appreciate your cooperation and understanding regarding this matter. Should you 
have any questions or require additional information regarding our decision, please 
contact the Commission at ethics.commission@phoenix.gov for further clarification. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Patricia Sallen 
Ethics Commission Chair 
 



200 W. Washington St., 15th Floor, Phoenix, AZ 85003-1611 • denise.archibald@phoenix.gov 
PH: 602.262.6558 • FAX: 602.495.5847 • TTY: 7-1-1 Friendly 

DENISE ARCHIBALD 
CITY CLERK 

To: Ethics Commission 
ethics.commission@phoenix.gov 

Date: November 14, 2025 

From: Denise Archibald 
City Clerk 

  Subject: TRANSMITTAL OF ETHICS COMPLAINT NUMBER EC-25-01 

On November 13, 2025, the City Clerk Department received the attached ethics complaint 
from Tamara Weaver.  

Pursuant to Phoenix City Code, Section 2-53(H), I am forwarding this complaint to you, to 
be placed on the agenda of the Commission’s next available meeting. 

Enclosure: Ethics Complaint 

ec:  Respondent
Jeff Barton, City Manager 
Lori Bays, Assistant City Manager 
Alan Stephenson, Deputy City Manager 
Julie Kriegh, City Attorney 
Deryck Lavelle, Chief Assistant City Attorney 
Hope Olguin, Deputy City Clerk 







Ethics Inquiry Statement - Conflict of Interest 

A lobbyist made a campaign contribution to the chairperson of a committee 
scheduled to vote on a project represented by the donor. 

 

Registered Lobbyist Name – Carolyn Oberholtzer of Bergin, Frakes, Smalley & 
Oberholtzer, PLLC 

 

9/25/25 – Donation To Julie Read - Phoenix City Council Candidate   $250 

 

At the time, Julie Read was the Chair of the North Gateway Village Planning 
Committee, Carolyn Oberholtzer was representing Pulte, the applicant on 
rezoning for NorthPark, Rezoning Case No. Z-139-24-1 & General Plan 
Amendment Case Nos. GPA-NG-1-24-1 & GPA-NG-2-24-1. 

 

Carolyn Oberholtzer’s Lobbyist registration did not reflect her representation 
of TSMC until October 21, 2025. However, it is now publicly known that TSMCs 
involvement in the project had been earlier. At both the October 6, 2025 
Neighborhood meeting and the October 9, 2025 North Gateway Village 
Planning Committee meeting, Carolyn addressed TSMC’s participation in the 
project. 

Julie Read chaired the October 9, 2025 North Gateway Village Planning 
Committee meeting.  At no point did either party disclose to the public the 
conflict of interest that arose from the September 2025 donation. 

In the attached registration document from October 21, 2025, another North 
Gateway Village Planning Committee member (Paul Li, TSMC) is listed under 
Main Contact Name. The is especially noteworthy, because the section of the 
form states, “List all persons by whom the lobbyist is compensated to lobby 
and on whose behalf lobbying is performed.” 



Below are some excerpts from the City of Phoenix Ethics Handbook that point 
to expected behavior for City Representatives 

 

 

 

 



 



























