
 

 

District 5 Residents and Friends 

  

          February is almost over already, and there has been so much activity in our 
district. Community events are starting to pick up again with the beautiful weather. 
Read this edition to learn more about:  

• Update on City Council Safe Medical Care in Parks Ordinance  

• Villa de Paz G.A.I.N. Neighborhood Event - Feb. 27th 

• Lifeguard Job Training  

• Myrtle Ave. Walking Path Ribbon Cutting - March 6th 

• Monthly Maryvale Mercado - March 7th 

• Park Rangers 24/7 Hotline Feedback Survey 

• Solid Waste Rate Proposed Increase Information 

• Graffiti Free PHX Details 

• Police and Fire Career Experience - March 7th 

  

 

 

Safe Medical Care in Parks Ordinance Update 

 

https://action.phoenix.gov/c1.pl?5e3c64ab35b9f2495a0f51cec55c7174c4c13bc105daa3bc6b7c4f1a96ac4a63


 

     Earlier this month, we hosted a community meeting with residents, students, and 
neighborhood leaders to learn about and discuss the new "Safe Medical Care in 
Parks" ordinance that was approved (with a required community outreach period) 
on December 17th by the City Council. Click here to see: The SAFE MEDICAL CARE 
IN PARKS (SEC. 24-25 25-2602 - Attachment A - Draft Ordinance.pdf. 
     This ordinance would essentially prohibit anyone promoting or conducting 
the sale of or exchange of syringes and needles or conducting or organizing a needle 
exchange program , AND essentially require medical providers to obtain a permit to 
provide other permitted services on park property.  

     City staff informed our residents about this new ordinance and also listened to 
comments and concerns from them. After all the meetings with residents and 
stakeholders, City Council will discuss this ordinance for any potential amendments 
at an upcoming council meeting, but the date has yet to be determined. Our office 
will keep you all up to date on this process, because your comments are important 
to us. My objective has always been and will always be to maintain city parks as safe 
and clean spaces for the entire community to enjoy.  

  

 

 

Villa de Paz Neighborhood Event 

 

https://action.phoenix.gov/c1.pl?b2e010876f7cedbda00054bdd79780c4507fd227ddd54b16630b9e59068b7d77
https://action.phoenix.gov/c1.pl?b2e010876f7cedbda00054bdd79780c4507fd227ddd54b16630b9e59068b7d77


 

     The Villa De Paz Block Watch is pleased to invite the entire community to join the 
upcoming G.A.I.N (Getting Arizona Involved in Neighborhoods) event. Our 
neighborhood is a strong, engaged community dedicated to revitalization, 
empowerment, and creating positive connections for residents. It is a free 
community event with kids' activities, entertainment, and food trucks.   



•    Friday, February 27, 2026 
•    Pendergast Community Center Field—10550 W. Mariposa St.  
•    5:00 P.M to 7:00 P.M.   

  

 

 

New Myrtle Ave. Walking Path Celebration 

 



 

    After six years of neighborhood discussion, community outreach, and multiple 
community cleanups, we are excited to celebrate the official opening of the Myrtle 
Ave. Walking Path on Friday, March 6th at 6pm. We are excited to support the North 
Glen Square Neighborhood Association and host their monthly Front Yard Friday, 
which is a monthly neighborhood social with food and drinks.  

     Join the celebration of the improvement of Myrtle Ave. with community leaders 
and our neighbors. This vacant landbetween 31st Ave. and 32nd Ave, has been a site 



of illegal dumping, trespassing, and loitering for many years, and most of the 
residents have asked us to help develop the area. We co-hosted, with the 
neighborhood group and Street Transportation and Neighborhood Services 
Departments, multiple community cleanups, with the first one in November 2019, 
and then the following multiple years. Please join us to mark this important step in 
the beautification of an already vibrant neighborhood. To learn more, click here to 
visit the neighborhood webpage here.  

  

 

 

Lifeguard Job Training Opportunities 

  

https://action.phoenix.gov/c1.pl?bc02061274e33295aeb2b16f30899e5cdd11071d7182de8bd28750b74223f959
https://action.phoenix.gov/c1.pl?bc02061274e33295aeb2b16f30899e5cdd11071d7182de8bd28750b74223f959


 

     The City of Phoenix is looking for motivated individuals to join our Aquatics team 
for the upcoming summer season. If you are looking for a rewarding way to serve the 
community, build professional skills, and stay active, becoming a lifeguard is the 
perfect opportunity.  

• Get Certified: Register for a mandatory lifeguard certification class.   

• Apply Online: Visit phoenix.gov/jobs and search for the "Lifeguard" position to 
submit your application.  



• Interview: Keep an eye on your email! Interview invitations will be sent out this 
March.  

• Ready to get started? Visit phoenix.gov/lifeguard for full details, certification 
class schedules, and apply!   

  

 

 

Maryvale Mercado - Sat. March 7th 

  

https://action.phoenix.gov/c1.pl?f9d9f5a880d6562ca6755d9ab6bc7a44ef6992ccb3a5af0234e8ab526dc2bbd2


 

     It's that time of the month again! Join us next Saturday, March 7th for the next 
Maryvale Mercado! Our monthly vibrant, family-friendly community event that brings 
people together to celebrate culture, support local businesses, enjoy live 
entertainment, and children's activities. 

     Whether you’re looking for delicious food, unique vendors, or engaging activities, 
we have something for everyone! Best of all, it’s completely FREE to attend at the 



Maryvale Community Center (4420 N. 51st Ave.) Learn more 
at MaryvaleMercado.com. 

  

 

 

Park Rangers 24/7 Hotline Survey 

  

https://action.phoenix.gov/c1.pl?8447ca6cf83c51b37632c50120fcbe210549bf90904c3af84f829c6bdec1e066


 

     We are upgrading our 24/7 Code of Conduct Answering Line to better serve our 
parks and community, and we need your help to ensure residents have a voice in this 
process. Respond to our short survey to gather feedback on what features matter 
most. Whether someone has used the line before or not, their input is essential to 
making this resource effective and accessible. 
     Please take a few moments to complete this survey.  Parks is looking to enhance 
the current answering system for the public to report Code of Conduct issues in City 
parks. Because there are a limited number of park rangers to cover all the City parks, 



the City is counting on us to be their eyes and ears and to report issues that we 
observe in the parks. When you do observe any violations, please report to the 24/7 
hotline, (602)534-9919.  
     Share the survey with your networks. Your responses will help the City to improve 
the current system.  Click here for the English survey. The survey is open through 
March 31. 

  

 

 

Proposed Solid Waste Rate Increase 

  

 

  The Public Works Department has recommended an adjustment to the monthly 
residential solid waste rate in order to keep up with solid waste expenses. If 
approved, your rate would increase each of the next three years, starting on July 1, 

https://action.phoenix.gov/c1.pl?54e30a0d7b9b5d4efd5100b132c0815469cb046cca089cb39fd8c0b3044f664f


2026. There will be in-person and online community meetings for residents to learn 
more or to give feedback. For more details visit phoenix.gov/swrate2026.  

Your monthly solid waste fee pays for more than you might realize: 

• Weekly residential garbage and recycling collection  

• Monthly drop-offs (up to 1 ton) at transfer stations  

• 4 Bulk trash collections per year per household  

• Illegal dumping and CARES clean-up support  

• Household Hazardous Waste home collection (1/year) and drop-off events  

• Dead animal collection  

• Processing of recyclables and landfilling trash  

• Christmas tree drop off (seasonal)  

To learn more about the proposed solid waste rate adjustment, which would keep 
these services in place, visit phoenix.gov/swrate2026.  

  

 

 

Police & Fire Career Experience 

  

https://action.phoenix.gov/c1.pl?6f95f268f2edaa34bffe47f670a19434952a6cd855bd1797066b18f27b290748


 

     The Phoenix Police and Fire Departments will host their second annual Police and 
Fire Career Experience on March 7th from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Phoenix Fire 
Academy.  

     Last year’s event was a tremendous success, and we’re excited for this year's 
turnout. The event is free and open to the public and welcomes anyone interested in 
pursuing a career as a first responder. Both Police and Fire will feature displays, 
recruiting booths, and hands-on activities for those exploring PD/Fire career paths, 
whether sworn or professional staff.   



     Attendees will also have the chance to speak directly with recruiters and 
background investigators to get their questions answered and will be able to apply 
on site.  Last year, we welcomed approximately 500 community members, interested 
applicants, and families. Learn more at joinphxpd.com/events.  

  

 

 

Graffiti Free PHX Month 

  

 

     This February marks the City of Phoenix’s 12th annual Graffiti-Free Phoenix Month, 
which highlights efforts to keep neighborhoods across the city clean and welcoming. 
Graffiti vandalism impacts neighborhood pride, creates safety concerns, and hurts 
businesses. Through the Graffiti Free Phoenix program, the City partners with 
residents and businesses to remove graffiti quickly and prevent future vandalism. 

https://action.phoenix.gov/c1.pl?dbfe8f3b0c27683ef9a545bc19f99f8744bcd9ceafc5bc01a976462875604d53


     In 2025 alone, the City’s Graffiti Busters cleaned graffiti at more than 46,000 sites, 
at no cost to residents or businesses. Quick removal is one of the most effective 
ways to stop graffiti from coming back. 
     Help keep your neighborhood clean! If you see graffiti, report it through one of 
three easy methods: 
•    Call 602-534-4444 
•    Email blight@phoenix.gov 
•    Report online at Phoenix.gov/myPHX311 
•    If you catch graffiti happening, call 911. 
     For graffiti on private property, a signed permission slip from the property owner is 
required. Residents can also request color-matched paint and supplies for 
community clean-ups. 
Learn more at phoenix.gov/graffiti. Together, we can keep Phoenix graffiti-free! 

  

 

 

     Thank you for reading and sharing the February Neighborhood News with 
family, friends, and neighbors. As always, please contact our office for your 
comments, questions, and concerns, at (602) 262-7446 
or council.district.5@phoenix.gov. For regular updates, follow us on our social 
media accounts by clicking on the icons below. 

  

           

  

Visit the City of Phoenix City Council District 5 Website 

Forward to a friend 
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