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Overview 

• Audience Participation Questions!

• A Changing City

• Using Green Stormwater Infrastructure

• Residential Incentives 

• Conservation Programs 

• Resources

• Q & A

     



Audience Questions

• Why did you sign join today’s 

session?

• What does ‘Water Conservation’ 

mean to you?

• What are you hoping to get out of 

today’s presentation?



A Changing City…..

https://vintage-phoenix.blogspot.com/

google.com/maps



What is Stormwater?

https://fifth-ward-kashmere-gardens-uprr-epa.hub.arcgis.com/pages/stormwater-investigation



Why Do We Care?

https://www.wakeforestnc.gov/engineering/stormwater-management/stormwater-utility



Let’s use Rainwater 

as a Resource!



Green Stormwater Infrastructure

Infrastructure constructed with a 

range of measures that use plant 

or soil systems, permeable 

pavement or other permeable 

surfaces or substrates, 

stormwater harvest and reuse, or 

landscaping to store, infiltrate, or 

evapotranspirate stormwater and 

reduce flows to the public storm 

drain system or to surface 

waters.

     City of Phoenix – Heather Finden



Benefits of GSI

     



Range of Measures 



Considerations

• Budget & schedule 

• How much do you want to spend?

• Are you doing the work yourself or hiring a contractor?

• Placement on property 

• Where are the buildings and structures?

• Where does the rain fall and how does it travel? 

• What do you want your yard to look like?

• Are there conflicts with utilities?

• Do you have an HOA or property restrictions?

     



Rain Barrel

Elevated 

Platform

Spigot

Collect gutter 

or downspout



Rain Gutter System

Optional Leaf 

Guard

Collect gutter 

or downspout

Erosion 

Control



Permeable Hardscapes

✓ Small voids and/or permeable 

materials allow water to infiltrate 

into the ground instead of 

running off the site. 

✓ Good for driveways, patios, 

landscape retrofits, and small 

spaces.

✓ Reduces pollutants, assists 

with ponding & flooding and 

reduces stormwater runoff.



Permeable Hardscape Examples



Stormwater Harvesting Basin

✓ Rain garden or shallow 

vegetated earthen 

depression that collects 

rainwater and allows it to 

percolate in the ground 

within 36 hours.

✓ Good for front and back 

yards, next to impervious 

surfaces, and retrofit 

projects.

✓ Helps reduce irrigation 

needs, provides cooling to 

property, Reduces 

stormwater runoff. 



Stormwater Harvesting Examples

Photo Credit: Tricia Balluff                         Photo Credit: Heather Finden



Vegetated or Rock Bioswales

✓ Open, shallow channels 

designed to slow and 

infiltrate stormwater runoff. 

✓ Ideal between sidewalks 

and streets

✓ Helps reduce pollutants, 

supports vegetation, 

provides cooling to property, 

reduces reliance on potable 

water for irrigation. 



Bioswale Examples

Photo Credits: Heather Finden and City of Phoenix staff



• Adapted to Phoenix 

climate

• Use less water, 

fertilizer, and 

pesticides

• Prevent stormwater 

runoff and improve air 

quality

• Support greater 

abundance and 

diversity of pollinators, 

birds, and other wildlife

Native Plants



• Provide and maintain healthy soil

• Establishment period vs. long term care

• Water for the plant

• “Water with the Seasons”

• Fix leaks 

Watering & Irrigation

https://wateruseitwisely.com/saving-water-outdoors/plant-watering-guide/



Grass Removal Programs

• Lower water use by 85% 

• Receive $2 per square foot 

• Still have 25% of designated funding remaining



Grass Removal Program

• Lower water use by 85% 

• Receive $2 per square foot 

• Still have 25% of designated funding remaining



Install Xeriscape

Landscaping for areas where water 

conservation is practiced with the use 

of drought tolerant plants. 

• It is beautiful! 

• Spend less time on maintenance

• Save money! 

• Reduce outdoor water use by 85%

• Attract and support pollinators, 

birds, and wildlife



Xeriscape Plans



City Programs

Community Canopy Grant

• Eligible areas in City of Phoenix

• Individuals – Up to 2 trees in a 

front yard

• Neighborhoods – Between 30 

and 200 trees

• Supported by Urban and 

Community Forestry Grant

• Expand tree coverage, improve 

shade, and cool the local 

environment.       



Other Programs

Community Tree Program

Shade Tree Program & Workshop

Tree Program & Workshops 



Resources

Web: phoenix.gov/pdd/gsi



Resources



Resources



Resources



Resources



Heather Finden 

602-534-7130 office

602-695-5823 cell

heather.finden@phoenix.gov 

Questions?

mailto:heather.finden@phoenix.gov


Thank you and feel free to contact our office!

Heather Finden 

602-534-7130 office

602-695-5823 cell

heather.finden@phoenix.gov 

mailto:heather.finden@phoenix.gov
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