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Introductions 



minute
safety



The Story of SRP 

https://vimeo.com/849588909


Public Water Code/ SRP Water Rights 
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• 1864- Arizona adopted the doctrine of prior appropriation to govern the use of surface 
water. This doctrine is based on the tenet of “first in time, first in right” which means 
the person who first puts the water to a beneficial use acquires a right that is senior to 
later appropriators of the water.

• SRP and its shareholders have some of the most extensive senior water rights on the 
Salt and Verde river watersheds. We work to maintain those legal rights that protect the 
Phoenix metropolitan area's water supply.

• The Arizona Revised Statue on Water  is Title 45 – Water
Surface Water | Arizona Department of Water Resources (azwater.gov)

9/10/2026

https://new.azwater.gov/surface-water
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Main Water Sources for Greater Phoenix 
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Unlike most U.S. cities, Greater Phoenix has access to a multiple sources of water.

1.Water from in-state rivers and streams – SRP manages seven reservoirs that store water from 
the Salt and Verde rivers and the East Clear Creek watershed. Over half of the water supply in the 
Phoenix metro area comes from the SRP water system.

2.Colorado River water – The Central Arizona Project (CAP) delivers Colorado River water to the 
Valley. This represents the area's second-largest water supply.  - NOT an SRP Water Supply 

3.Groundwater – SRP utilizes a vast ground water pumping system that includes 270 high-capacity 
wells. Additionally, Valley cities operate large groundwater supply systems.
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SRP Proprietary 



Watershed Management/ Forecasting
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SRP Dams/ Reservoirs
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• Roosevelt Dam & Lake

• Mormon Flat Dam & Canyon Lake

• Stewart Mountain Dam & Saguaro Lake

• Horse Mesa Dam & Apache Lake

• Horseshoe Dam & Lake

• Bartlett Dam & Lake

• C.C. Cragin Dam & Reservoir



Current Reservoir Data
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SRP Water Users / Customers 
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Farmers Parks and Schools Golf Courses Cemeteries HOA Lakes and 
Common Areas  

Residential 
Subdivisions 

Water Treatment 
Plants – From river 

to tap



How Do Water Users get water?
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SRP Delivers water to the High Point of the Quarter 
Section. 

Property owners, who have a water right, are 
responsible for building their own system from the 

SRP Delivery gate or Canal to their property or facility  
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Dam SRP Canal SRP Delivery Gate Private Structure

Private Ditches/Pipes Yard Valves Irrigated Yard 
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Dam SRP Canal Water Treatment Home Faucet 

Water Treatment Plant



Water Measurement

The Miner’s inch is standard flow rate used for most SRP 
deliveries. In Arizona, one miner’s inch equals 11.22 
gallons per minute.
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Zanjeros
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Spanish for “ditch rider,”

Zanjeros work 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 365 days a year. Whether it’s the morning or evening shift, they always start the 
day in their office — a white SRP truck. Zanjeros can drive 150-200 miles during a single shift. With over 60 zanjeros in the Valley, 
that’s more than a million miles covered each year.

What does an SRP zanjero do?
• Measure water flowing from the canals into laterals

• Open gates and release water – a zanjero can open 100 gates a day!

• Check pumps and other equipment

• Scan for signs of vandalism

• Clear debris from gates using a special rake called a goncho

• Respond to customer calls
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Examples of Private Systems
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Private System Services
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• Publish irrigation schedules

• New Customer Overview Appointment

• System Education Appointment

• Field Checks/ Consultations

• Settle customer disputes

• Establish IWDDS

• CIRI Project

9/10/2026



Benefits of Flood Irrigation 
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Trees grow robust 
root systems by 

storing water deeper 
in the soil.

Reduces the urban 
heat island effect, 

Irrigation water is 
more affordable to 

homeowners 
compared to tap 

water 

Municipalities incur 
lower costs by using 

flood irrigation for 
athletic fields, parks 

and schools

Many urban farmers 
in the city use flood 

irrigation to grow 
locally produced 

crops

Irrigation water 
replenishes our 
ground water 

aquifers 



What is the downside of Flood irrigation? 
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Water Management 
Inexperienced water users  

Ageing systems that are failing or 
not being maintained 

Cost of maintaining the private 
systems

Improper property grade and 
missing  berms 

Water Theft 
Taking water because you can or  

No one sees you
Accidently taking water 

Water Disputes 
Neighbors fighting 

Mark Twain said 
“Whiskey is for drinking, water is 

for fighting” 

 

 



Cost – Irrigation vs Municipal Water
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Average 
cost for a 
residential 
subdivision 
customer 
to maintain 
lawn and 
trees  

Flood Irrigation   - 
$180.00  per year  

Municipal -   
$1200.00 per year 



Convenience  Irrigation vs. Municipal  
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Irrigation – Water is delivered 24 hours a day 7 days per week. 
Irrigation water users do not get to chose when the water comes, 
SRP does.  

Municipal -  The water is always available for municipal water 
users. They can schedule when they want using programable 
products like RACHIO and Rainbird or by just turning on the hose.  



Water Quality  - Irrigation vs. Municipal 
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Irrigation water is raw, untreated 
water from lakes, rivers, and wells. It 

is not drinkable 

Municipal water is treated at the 
water treatment plant. It is drinkable.
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AGING 
INFRASTRUCTURE
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• Aging Infrastructure

• Increasing Repair Costs 

• Limited Repair Funding

• Shared Ownership 

• Participation Challenges

• Long-Term Sustainability

WHY COMMUNITIES 
CONSIDER IWDDS: 
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SRP-General Use

THANK YOU



QUESTIONS? 
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