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Introduction:

In January 2015, the City of Phoenix Parks and Recreation Department initiated a study to analyze the existing conditions of major elements in South 
Mountain Park and offer recommendations to determine the costs necessary to improve the quality of the natural desert experience afforded to park 
visitors.

Purpose:

The South Mountain Park Design Guidelines Study is intended to provide the City of Phoenix and other interested entities with a comprehensive document 
that can be used to plan for phased expenditures necessary to preserve and revitalize South Mountain Park. 

The study is divided into six sections. Part 1.0 analyzes the condition of existing facilities and recommends renovation/rehabilitation measures for adaptive 
and/or continued use and identifies new facilities needed to improve the park experience. Part 2.0 analyzes the condition of existing ramadas and 
picnic areas, recommends rehabilitation measures, and identifies new locations for similar amenities. Part 3.0 analyzes conditions of existing lookouts, 
recommends rehabilitation measures, and identifies locations for new lookouts. Part 4.0 analyzes conditions of existing trailheads and recommends 
improvements. Part 5.0 analyzes the condition of existing infrastructure and recommends improvements. Part 6.0 identifies architectural guidelines for 
rehabilitation and new construction. 

Total probable costs are identified for all recommended improvements. Itemized probable costs are included in a supplementary document.

Historical Background:

In 1989, the Phoenix City Council approved the South Mountain Park Master Plan which focuses on three main initiatives; restoration of significant desert 
resources, management of financial resources necessary to maintain and improve the park, and education programs designed to teach and/or promote 
environmental ethic to park users and the community at large. The SMPMP general guidelines where to be phased over a 15-year time period, focusing 
first on managing and maintaining the existing facilities and resources and secondly, providing new facilities and improvements (in already disturbed desert 
areas) to meet future needs. 

Unfortunately, many of the goals established in the 25 year old Master plan have not been accomplished. The City’s limited resources have been primarily 
used for daily operational necessities and reactive maintenance of the existing facilities and resources.
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Summary:
The South Mountain Park Design Guidelines Study is intended to be a more specific plan that identifies existing deficiencies, recommends necessary improvements, and determines probable costs to assist the City in planning future 
expenditures necessary to preserve resources and facilities and revitalize the overall park experience. The study was completed by a team of professionals experienced in park design, architecture, historic preservation, landscape 
architecture, desert flora and fauna, and civil, structural, and electrical engineering. The existing conditions of major park elements and recommendations based on initiatives set forth for the South Mountain Park Master Plan are listed 
below:

Trailheads:
The existing trail system and natural desert landscape has been negatively impacted by uncontrolled access from 
residential developments along the park’s perimeter. Also, many of the trail entrances are inadequately marked and 
indiscernible.
Recommendations
•	 Improve awareness and access to existing trails by constructing designated trailheads with ramadas, parking 

areas, and interpretive 	 signage.
•	 Revegetate and revitalize the natural desert  environment disturbed by uncontrolled access to trails.
•	 Construct  accessible restrooms and ramadas at remote trailheads.

Ramadas & Picnic Areas:
There are three large ramadas and numerous smaller ramadas of various styles and sizes scattered throughout the 
park. Most ramadas are in fair to poor condition and many have no relationship to the desert environment.
Recommendations
•	 Rehabilitate historic or early rubble stone ramadas.
•	 Replace or remove deteriorated, unsalvageable,  and/or stylistically inappropriate ramadas.
•	 Construct ramadas at new or existing trailheads, lookouts, and/or other high visitor use  areas in accordance 

with park design guidelines.

Lookouts:
Access to many of the current lookouts is restricted do to safety concerns, poor roads, on-going maintenance, and/
or an inability to provide adequate supervision. Historically significant rubble stone structures constructed by the 
Civilian Conservation Corps in the 1930’s exist at three of the six lookouts. The condition of these structures range 
from fair to poor.
Recommendations
•	 Improve usability of existing lookouts by incorporating parking areas, accessible restrooms, and interpretive 

signage.
•	 Create new lookouts at high visitor use locations to improve park experience.
•	 Improve safety and provide accessible routes to greatest extent feasible.
•	 Rehabilitate/restore historically significant structures in accordance  with the Secretary of Interior Standards.

Facilities:
Most facilities are at least 30 to 40 years old and in poor condition. Unsympathetic renovations, normal wear and 
tear, insufficient infrastructure, and lack of maintenance has rendered many of them inhabitable. The historically 
significant rubble stone and adobe buildings constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corps in the early 1930’s are 
also deteriorating from weathering and neglect and are in poor condition.
Recommendations
•	 Renovate, rehabilitate, and/or restore the historically significant CCC buildings in accordance with the Secretary 

of Interior Standards before the exterior and/or interior character defining elements deteriorate beyond repair.
•	 Renovate, rehabilitate, and/or restore historic or out-of-date facilities for adaptive or continued use based on 

park needs and in accordance with park architectural guidelines.
•	 Construct new facilities based on the SMPMP initiatives and/or as needed to improve the park experience.

Infrastructure:
The existing roads where paved in the 1950’s and are deteriorating from normal wear and tear, weathering, and 
lack of maintenance. Repairs and alterations are currently being completed at specific areas damaged by recent 
storm water erosion. The outdated water system consists of a water storage tank set on a mountain ridge to facilitate 
gravity flow through below grade distribution piping. Repairs are currently underway to relocate distribution piping 
recently exposed (above grade) by storm water erosion.
Recommendations
•	 Resurface the paved roadways to address past due maintenance and improve comfort and safety for pedestrians, 

bicyclists, and motorists.
•	 Alter drainage patterns at existing and new amenities to lessen maintenance and preserve natural drainage 

corridors.
•	 Replace out-of-date gravity fed domestic water system with a contemporary pressurize domestic water systems 

to meet current and future demands throughout the park.
•	 Replace and/or upgrade electric service and distribution systems at existing and new facilities, ramadas, and 

related amenities.

Architectural Design Guidelines:
Currently, there are no guidelines for colors, materials, or architectural styles. Many of the buildings and ramadas 
have no context or relationship to the natural desert environment.
Recommendations
•	 Develop color schemes compatible with the natural desert environment and a list of materials that are sustainable, 

low maintenance, and compatible with the natural desert environment.
•	 Develop a park architectural style for new and rehabilitated facilities, ramadas, and lookouts that is compatible 

but differentiated from the CCC buildings and structures.

Summary Conclusion:
Overall, South Mountain Park is in fair to poor condition primarily due to normal wear and tear and lack of funding 
for maintenance and improvements. The South Mountain Park Design Guidelines offer a proactive approach to 
revitalize the park by restoring desert resources, rehabilitating significant historic structures, recommending 
necessary improvements, and identifying the phased expenditures necessary to complete work within a reasonable 
time period .The City of Phoenix Parks and Recreation Department recognizes the significance of South Mountain 
Park to the City and State of Arizona and is dedicated to the stewardship of this irreplaceable natural resource. 
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SCORPION GULCH

1.1

The 80 year old Historic Structure was stabilized in 2013, and remains in good condition. The deteriorated roof framing at both structures 
was documented and removed to prevent collapse. The Trading Posts exterior stone walls were forced back into their original position and 
underpinned with concrete footings to prevent further settlement. The Manufacturing building’s exterior walls where stabilized by installing a 
continuous steel ledger near their tops to resist lateral loads. Currently, the structures are popular tourist attractions even though they afford no 
shade or other amenities. The historic stone structures offer an appealing backdrop/setting for photographic opportunities.  Rehabilitating the 
Scorpion Gulch for adaptive or continued use is probably not cost effective and may even negatively affect how visitors perceive these historical 
ruins.  Enhancing the setting by improving the cactus garden, connecting the site to a nearby trailhead entrance and parking, and installing 
informational signage explaining the historical significance of Scorpion Gulch will provide educational  programming consistent with the South 
Mountain Park Master Plan.

Existing Conditions

Architecture
N/A

Landscape
1. sidewalks and hardscape 
2. concrete paving Central Ave. street crossing
3. seatwall-benches
4. interpretive sign kiosk
5. Max Delta Trail Head marker-kiosk
6. landscape, grading, planting, and irrigation
7. revegetation – trees and native seed mix

Civil
1. parking lot modifications and islands
2. gabion bank protection of adjacent wash
3. asphalt, cut, mill and overlay – striping

Electrical
1. new LED parking lot lights
2. new LED security lighting
3. new LED area lighting

Proposed Improvements

   Probable Construction Costs $ 478,694

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 191,478

   Total Probable Costs $ 670,172

Probable Improvement CostsDescription
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ENTRY MONUMENT & GUARD STATION
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Existing Conditions

Description

The existing park entrance guard station located just west of Scorpion Gulch and is more than 20 years old and in need of renovation.  Also the 
Guard Station is an unappealing first impression at the park’s entrance.

Architecture
1. rehabilitate Guard Kiosk
2. new park Entry Monument

Landscape
1. new gates
2. landscape grading, planting, and irrigation
3. revegetation – trees and native seed mix

Civil
1. modify asphalt to meet new site layout
2. grading and drainage

Electrical
1. new LED security lighting
2. new LED street lighting
3. new building service 

Proposed Improvements

   Probable Construction Costs $ 395,041

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 158,016

   Total Probable Costs $ 553,057

Probable Improvement Costs
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ACTIVITY COMPLEX
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Existing Conditions

Description

The Activity Complex located near the park entrance was constructed for traditional park use. However, due to neglect, lack of programming and 
few amenities, the complex is seldom used. There are two existing public restrooms and a commercial kitchen facility, built in the 1970’s exist on 
the site.  Large parking lots are located adjacent to the complex and available for large group events. 

Architecture
1. restroom renovations (2)
2. kitchen adaptive use
3. new ramadas

Landscape
1. sidewalks and hardscape 
2. concrete paving and ADA improvements 
3. seatwall-benches
4. landscape berming & grading, planting, and irrigation
5. revegetation – trees and native seed mix
6. irrigation system improvements
7. turf re-establishment

Civil
1. parking lot modifications and islands
2. asphalt, remove and replace – striping
3. grading and drainage

Electrical
1. new LED parking lot lights
2. new LED security lighting
3. new LED use/activity lighting

Proposed Improvements

   Probable Construction Costs $ 5,909,393

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 2,363,757

   Total Probable Costs $ 8,273,150

Probable Improvement Costs
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SHUTTLE / BIKE RENTAL FACILITY

1.4

Existing Conditions

Description

The Shuttle / Bike Rental Facility is a new amenity identified in the SMP Master Plan. The area adjacent to the large activity complex parking lot 
was identified as a possible location.

Architecture
1. new Bike Rental & Shuttle Facility
2. new large group ramada

Landscape
1. sidewalks and hardscape 
2. concrete paving and ADA improvements 
3. seatwall-benches
4. landscape grading, planting, and irrigation
5. revegetation – trees and native seed mix

Civil
1. parking lot modifications and islands
2. asphalt, remove and replace – striping
3. grading plans

Electrical
1. new LED parking lot lights
2. new LED security lighting
3. new LED use/activity lighting

Proposed Improvements

   Probable Construction Costs $ 417,223

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 166,893

   Total Probable Costs $ 584,126

Probable Improvement Costs
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HISTORIC ENTRANCE COMPLEX
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Existing Conditions

Description

Currently, the Concessionaires Quarters and Museum Building function as office space for the South Mountain Park administration and rangers.  
The Caretakers Quarters has been vacant since 2009.  The compartmentalized interior spaces are poorly suited for office use and are not of 
adequate size for the current and future administrative office needs.  Rehabilitating these historically significant buildings for educational or 
interpretive purposes, or to provide park amenities, is an appropriate use consistent with the Secretary of the Interior guidelines and the South 
Mountain Park Master Plan.

Architecture
1. historic renovation / rehabilitation
2. adaptive uses

Landscape
1. demolish guardshack and walls 
2. sidewalks and hardscape 
3. concrete paving and ADA improvements 
4. seatwall-benches
5. interpretive sign kiosk
6. landscape grading, planting, and irrigation
7. revegetation – trees and native seed mix

Civil
1. parking lot modifications and islands
2. asphalt, cut, mill and overlay – striping
3. grading and drainage plans
4. road realignment geometry plans

Electrical
1. new LED security lighting
2. new LED use/activity lighting
3. new LED area lighting

Proposed Improvements

   Probable Construction Costs $ 1,546,939

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 618,775

   Total Probable Costs $ 2,165,714

Probable Improvement Costs
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RANGER STATION AND MAINTENANCE FACILITY

1.6

Existing Conditions

Description

The Maintenance Facility is in poor condition and in need of new expanded facilities to accommodate the needs of the South Mountain Park 
maintenance staff and equipment. The Ranger Station is a proposed new facility situated adjacent to the existing maintenance facility, which will 
be renovated to consolidate operations of South Mountain Park.

Architecture
1. new Ranger Station
2. Maintenance Facility additions

Landscape
1. sidewalks and hardscape 
2. colored concrete paving
3. seatwall-benches
4. landscape grading, planting, and irrigation
5. revegetation – trees and native seed mix

Civil
1. parking lot modifications and islands
2. gabion bank protection of adjacent wash
3. asphalt, cut, mill and overlay – striping

Electrical
1. new LED parking lot lights
2. new LED security lighting
3. new LED area lighting

Proposed Improvements

   Probable Construction Costs $ 1,532,320

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 612,928

   Total Probable Costs $ 2,145,248

Probable Improvement Costs
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RANGER STATION ARCHITECTURAL PLANS
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RANGER STATION AND MAINTENANCE FACILITY
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SOUTH MOUNTAIN HOUSE

1.7

Existing Conditions

Description

Proposed Improvements

Overall, South Mountain House is in poor condition, Unsympathetic renovations, weathering, and neglect have not been kind to certain interior 
and exterior elements. However, many of the historically significant elements such as the original adobe brick walls and some wood windows are 
in fair to good condition and should be restored and/or rehabilitated for continued use.

Architecture
1. rehabilitate for continued use

Landscape- no site plan provided
1. landscape & irrigation plan
2. revegetation – trees and native seed mix

Civil - no site plan provided
1. site grading and drainage plan

Electrical
1. new service panel

   Probable Construction Costs $ 261,893

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 104,757

   Total Probable Costs $ 366,650

Probable Improvement Costs
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THE HIDEOUT

1.8

Existing Conditions

Description

Proposed Improvements

The Hideout has been vacant since 2005 and overall is in poor condition.  The building’s interior has undergone several unsympathetic renovations 
and is currently divided into several small rooms.  The original interior finishes, doors, and similar items have been replace with inappropriate 
materials.  The exterior adobe walls and stucco finish are in fair condition.  Most of the original wood windows are deteriorated, covered with 
boards, or missing.  The original flat roof has been covered by a low pitched wood framed gable roof that is no longer salvageable.

Architecture
1. renovate for adaptive use
2. new restroom buildings

Landscape
1. sidewalks and hardscape 
2. concrete patio
3. seatwall-benches
4. landscape grading, planting, and irrigation
5. revegetation – trees and native seed mix

Civil
1. parking lot modifications and islands
2. asphalt, cut, mill and overlay – striping

Electrical
1. new LED parking lot lights
2. new LED security lighting

   Probable Construction Costs $ 654,045

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 261,618

   Total Probable Costs $ 915,663

Probable Improvement Costs
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SAN JUAN BIKE HUB

1.9

Existing Conditions

Description

Proposed Improvements

The proposed area has historically been used as a drop off for bicyclist interested in venturing up the mountain or along the seldom used San 
Juan Road.

Architecture
1. 2 new ramadas

Landscape
1. sidewalks and hardscape 
2. concrete walks
3. seatwall-benches
4. landscape grading, planting, and temporary irrigation
5. revegetation – trees and native seed mix

Civil
1. new parking lot and islands
2. grading and drainage plan

Electrical
1. new LED parking lot lights
2. new LED security lighting

   Probable Construction Costs $ 384,694

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 153,878

   Total Probable Costs $ 538,572

Probable Improvement Costs
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BIG AND LITTLE RAMADAS

2.1

Existing Conditions

Description

Proposed Improvements

The Big Ramada consists of several smaller ramadas grouped around a concrete slab. The Little Ramada consists of two parallel ramadas 
separated by a large concrete slab. Both are ideally suited for large groups and events.

The Big Ramada is approximately 45 years old and is deteriorating from weathering, neglect, and poor design.  Many of the wood beams are 
warped, split, and lack a protective finish.  The rubble stone and mortar piers appear to be in good condition.  The wood fascias are warped, 
weathered, and inadequately attached to the wood beams.  The continuous metal drip trim overlaps the roof covering allowing water to seep 
between the wood roof framing members. 

The Little Ramada’s tapered piers have minor surface cracks and the wood fascia is weathered, poorly attached, and is missing in several 
locations. The concrete beams and precast concrete roof panels appear sound and in good condition.  The large patio’s concrete surface is 
weathered, cracked, and overall in fair condition.

Architecture
1. roof replacement
2. rehabilitate stone piers

Landscape
1. sidewalks and hardscape 
2. colored concrete paving
3. seatwall-benches-tables
5. landscape grading, planting, and temporary irrigation
6. revegetation – trees and native seed mix

Civil
1. parking lot modifications and islands
2. grading and drainage plan
3. asphalt, cut, mill and overlay – striping

Electrical
1. new LED parking lot lights
2. new LED security lighting
3. new LED area lighting

   Probable Construction Costs $ 1,017,885

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 407,154

   Total Probable Costs $ 1,425,039

Probable Improvement Costs
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5 TABLES RAMADAS

2.2

Existing Conditions

Description

Proposed Improvements

The ramada’s tapered, cast-in-place concrete piers appear to be in fair condition but their mass and spacing allows limited space for seating 
and circulation. The precast concrete tongue and groove roof panels and beams also appear to be in fair condition.  The wood fascia is missing 
in several locations and is poorly attached to the concrete roof panels.  The exposed wood is weathered, lack a protective paint finish, and is in 
poor condition.  The ramada’s concrete piers are disproportionate to its overall size and do not compliment the natural environment.

Architecture
1. new ramada structures

Landscape
1. sidewalks and hardscape 
2. concrete pads
3. seatwall-benches-tables
4. landscape grading, planting, and temporary irrigation
5. revegetation – trees and native seed mix

Civil
1. parking lot modifications and islands
2. gabion bank protection of adjacent wash
3. asphalt, cut, mill and overlay – striping

Electrical
1. new LED parking lot lights
2. new LED security lighting

   Probable Construction Costs $ 289,348

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 115,739

   Total Probable Costs $ 405,087

Probable Improvement Costs
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LAS LOMITAS RAMADA

Existing Conditions

Description

Proposed Improvements

Las Lomitas Ramada is approximately 45 years old and consist of five smaller ramadas grouped together. The ramadas are deteriorating from 
weathering, neglect, and poor craftsmanship.  Many of the wood beams are warped, split, and lack a protective finish. The wood fascias are 
warped, weathered, and inadequately attached to the wood beams.  

Architecture
1. rehabilitate ramadas #1, #2, #4, and #5. replace #3

Landscape
1. sidewalks and hardscape 
2. demo central concrete for small botanical garden
3. seatwall-benches-tables
4. landscape grading, planting, and temporary irrigation
5. revegetation – trees and native seed mix

Civil
1. parking lot modifications
2. diversion rip rap and channel of adjacent wash
3. asphalt, cut, mill and overlay – striping

Electrical
1. new LED parking lot lights
2. new LED security lighting

   Probable Construction Costs $ 851,653

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 340,661

   Total Probable Costs $ 1,192,314

Probable Improvement Costs



South Mountain Park
Design Guidelines Manual 2.3

ARCHITECTURAL PLANS
LAS LOMITAS RAMADA



South Mountain Park
Design Guidelines Manual

ARCHITECTURAL PLANS
LAS LOMITAS RAMADA



South Mountain Park
Design Guidelines Manual

TABLES 1-9 RAMADAS

2.4

DESIGN CONCEPT PLAN

N 0’ 40’ 80’ 160’



South Mountain Park
Design Guidelines Manual 2.4

TABLES 1-9 RAMADAS

Existing Conditions

Description

Proposed Improvements

Ramadas 1-9 consists of several large, medium, and small ramadas.  Many of the large and medium size ramadas are similarly constructed  
with rubble stone columns, wood roof framing and metal roofs. Most of the wood roof framing, board sheathing, fascias and trim are weathered 
and generally in fair to poor condition.  The metal roof panels are damaged and of inadequate length to properly drain rainwater away from the 
wood fascia.  The continuous metal drip trim is also damaged and missing in several locations.  The small ramadas also known as “shanties” 
are constructed with galvanized steel pipe columns that terminate into low, tapered stone pedestals.  The roof framing also consists of steel 
pipes spaced approximately 2 feet on center and covered with corrugated metal roof panels.  Most of the small ramadas appear to be in poor 
condition.  The concrete picnic tables are generally in fair condition although some of the stacked stone pedestal benches are deteriorating due 
to poor craftsmanship.

Architecture
1. new ramadas
2. rehabilitate ramadas

Landscape
1. sidewalks and hardscape 
2. concrete pads at ramadas
3. seatwall-benches-tables
4. landscape grading, planting, and temporary irrigation
5. revegetation – trees and native seed mix

Civil
1. gabion bank protection of adjacent wash
2. asphalt, cut, mill and overlay – striping

Electrical
1. new LED parking lot lights
2. new LED security lighting

   Probable Construction Costs $ 1,414,582

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 565,833

   Total Probable Costs $ 1,980,415

Probable Improvement Costs
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KIWANIS RAMADA

2.5

DESIGN CONCEPT PLAN

N 0’ 10’ 20’ 40’



South Mountain Park
Design Guidelines Manual 2.5

KIWANIS RAMADA

Architecture
1. new ramada

Landscape
1. sidewalks and hardscape 
2. landscape grading, planting, and temporary irrigation
3. revegetation – trees and native seed mix

Civil
1. parking lot modifications
2. asphalt, cut, mill and overlay – striping

Electrical
1. parking lot lights
2. security lighting

Existing Conditions

Description

Proposed Improvements

The Kiwanis Ramada Area includes a recently remodeled restroom and deteriorating ramada.    Probable Construction Costs $ 84,225

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 33,690

   Total Probable Costs $ 117,915

Probable Improvement Costs
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3 TABLES AND PUBLIC EQUESTRIAN  RAMADAS
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DESIGN CONCEPT PLAN
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3 TABLES AND PUBLIC EQUESTRIAN  RAMADAS

Architecture
1. 3 new ramadas

Landscape
1. sidewalks and hardscape 
2. concrete pads
3. seatwall-benches
4. landscape, grading, planting, and temporary irrigation
5. revegetation – trees and native seed mix

Civil
1. parking lot modifications and islands
2. asphalt, cut, mill and overlay – striping

Electrical
1. parking lot lights
2. security lighting

Existing Conditions

Description

Proposed Improvements

Three existing ramadas in poor condition. Facility is underutilized.    Probable Construction Costs $ 525,219

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 210,088

   Total Probable Costs $ 735,307

Probable Improvement Costs
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SAN JUAN  RAMADAS

2.7

DESIGN CONCEPT PLAN
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SAN JUAN  RAMADAS

Architecture
1. 3 new ramadas

Landscape
1. sidewalks and hardscape 
2. concrete pads
3. seatwall-benches
4. Interpretive sign kiosk
5. landscape, grading, planting, and temporary irrigation
6. revegetation – trees and native seed mix

Civil
1. parking lot modifications and islands
2. asphalt, cut, mill and overlay – striping

Electrical
1. parking lot lights
2. security lighting

Existing Conditions

Description

Proposed Improvements

One existing ramada in poor condition. Facility is underutilized.    Probable Construction Costs $ 323,005

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 129,202

   Total Probable Costs $ 452,207

Probable Improvement Costs



South Mountain Park
Design Guidelines Manual 2.7

ARCHITECTURAL PLANS
SAN JUAN  RAMADAS



South Mountain Park
Design Guidelines Manual

NATIONAL RAMADA
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NATIONAL RAMADA

Architecture
1. new ramada

Landscape
1. sidewalks and hardscape 
2. concrete pad
3. seatwall-Benches
4. landscape grading and temporary irrigation
5. revegetation – trees and native seed mix

Civil
1. parking lot modifications
2. asphalt, cut, mill and overlay – striping

Electrical
1. parking lot lights
2. security lighting

Existing Conditions

Description

Proposed Improvements

One existing ramada in poor condition. Facility is underutilzed and the single existing structure is in poor condition. Numerous ‘wild-cat’ trails 
have branched off to the main trail system, at this location. The site is in need of revegeatation and resoration of due to this damage and 
neglect.

   Probable Construction Costs $ 103,195

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 41,278

   Total Probable Costs $ 144,473

Probable Improvement Costs
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3.1	 Dobbins Lookout
3.2	 Buena Vista Lookout
3.3	 Gila Valley Lookout
3.4	 Holbert Lookout
3.5	 San Juan Lookout
3.6 	 Eagles Landing Lookout

LOOKOUTS

3.0
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DOBBINS LOOKOUT

3.1

DESIGN CONCEPT PLAN

N 0’ 20’ 40’ 80’
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DOBBINS LOOKOUT

Architecture
1. 2 new ramadas

Landscape
1. sidewalks and hardscape 
2. concrete ADA pathways
3. seatwall-benches
4. interpretive sign kiosk
5. landscape grading, planting, and temporary irrigation
6. revegetation – trees and native seed mix

Civil
1. parking lot modifications and islands
2. asphalt, cut, mill and overlay – striping

Electrical
N/A

Existing Conditions

Description

Proposed Improvements

The existing lookout, and connections to the trail system has been negatively impacted by uncontrolled access and from overall neglect. 
Also, many of the lookouts are inadequately marked and lack wayfinding signage or informational kiosks. Lookout and Restrooms to be ADA 
compliant.

   Probable Construction Costs $ 413,118

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 165,247

   Total Probable Costs $ 578,365

Probable Improvement Costs
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BUENA VISTA LOOKOUT

3.2

DESIGN CONCEPT PLAN
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BUENA VISTA LOOKOUT

Architecture
1. new ramada

Landscape
1. sidewalks and hardscape 
2. seatwall-benches
3. interpretive sign kiosk
4. landscape grading, planting, and temporary irrigation
5. revegetation – trees and native seed mix

Civil
1. parking lot modifications and hammer turn-around
2. asphalt, cut, mill and overlay – striping

Electrical
N/A

Existing Conditions

Description

Proposed Improvements

The existing lookout, and connections to the trail system has been negatively impacted by uncontrolled access and from overall neglect.  Also, 
many of the lookouts are inadequately marked and lack wayfinding signage or informational kiosks. This Lookout is more rugged and has 
obstacles that need to be addressed to increase safe pedestrian access.

   Probable Construction Costs $ 134,925

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 53,970

   Total Probable Costs $ 188,895

Probable Improvement Costs
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GILA VALLEY LOOKOUT

3.3

DESIGN CONCEPT PLAN
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GILA VALLEY LOOKOUT

Architecture
1. new restrooms

Landscape
1. sidewalks and hardscape 
2. seatwall-benches
3. interpretive sign kiosk
4. landscape grading, planting, and temporary irrigation
5. revegetation – trees and native seed mix

Civil
1. parking lot modifications and islands
2. asphalt, cut, mill and overlay – striping

Electrical
N/A

Existing Conditions

Description

Proposed Improvements

Site improvements needed. Restrooms and walk to be ADA compliant.    Probable Construction Costs $ 334,000

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 133,600

   Total Probable Costs $ 467,600

Probable Improvement Costs
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HOLBERT LOOKOUT

3.4

DESIGN CONCEPT PLAN
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HOLBERT LOOKOUT

Architecture
1. 2 new ramadas

Landscape
1. sidewalks and hardscape 
2. concrete pads
3. seatwall-benches
4. interpretive sign kiosk
5. landscape, grading, planting, and temporary irrigation
6. revegetation – trees and native seed mix

Civil
1. parking lot modifications and islands
2. asphalt, cut, mill and overlay – striping

Electrical
N/A

Existing Conditions

Description

Proposed Improvements

Refurbish CCC lookout structure for safety and safety cable barriers with warning signs along west edge of site. The existing lookout, and 
connections to the trail system has been negatively impacted by uncontrolled access and from overall neglect.  This lookout has been closed 
to the public for years and asphalt and other site materials show significant wear and deterioration, due to neglect.  Also, many of the lookouts 
are inadequately marked and lack wayfinding signage or informational kiosks. This Lookout is more rugged and has obstacles that need to be 
addressed to increase safe pedestrian access.

   Probable Construction Costs $ 408,992

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 163,596

   Total Probable Costs $ 572,588

Probable Improvement Costs
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SAN JUAN LOOKOUT

3.5

DESIGN CONCEPT PLAN
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SAN JUAN LOOKOUT

Architecture
1. 1 new ramada

Landscape
1. sidewalks and hardscape 
2. concrete pad
3. seatwall-benches
4. interpretive sign kiosk
5. landscape grading, planting, and temporary irrigation
6. revegetation – trees and native seed mix

Civil
1. parking lot modifications
2. asphalt, cut, mill and overlay – striping

Electrical
N/A

Existing Conditions

Description

Proposed Improvements

Refurbish CCC lookout structure for safety. The existing lookout, and connections to the trail system has been negatively impacted by 
uncontrolled access and from overall neglect.  This lookout has been closed to the public for years and asphalt and other site materials 
show significant wear and deterioration, due to neglect.  Also, many of the lookouts are inadequately marked and lack wayfinding signage or 
informational kiosks. This Lookout is more remote and is underutilized, because of it’s closure.

   Probable Construction Costs $ 119,945

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 47,978

   Total Probable Costs $ 167,923

Probable Improvement Costs
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EAGLES LANDING LOOKOUT

3.6

DESIGN CONCEPT PLAN

N 0’ 10’ 20’ 40’



South Mountain Park
Design Guidelines Manual 3.6

EAGLES LANDING LOOKOUT

Architecture
N/A 

Landscape
1. sidewalks and hardscape 
2. telescope
3. seatwall-benches
4. interpretive sign kiosk

Civil
1. parking lot modifications
2. asphalt, cut, mill and overlay – striping

Electrical
N/A

Existing Conditions

Description

Proposed Improvements

This lookout has been a resting spot for cyclist and vehicles.  Safety cable barriers with warning signs are needed along edge of site. The 
existing lookout, is underutilized and odly shaped due to natural topography.  Also, many of the lookouts are inadequately marked and lack 
wayfinding signage or informational kiosks. This Lookout is small and has obstacles that need to be addressed to increase safe bicycle and 
vehicular access.

   Probable Construction Costs $ 37,758

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 15,103

   Total Probable Costs $ 52,861

Probable Improvement Costs
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4.1	 Pima Canyon Trailhead
4.2	 Beverly Canyon Trailhead
4.3	 42nd Place walk-in Trailhead
4.4	 Mormon – 24th Street Trailhead
4.5	 20th Street walk-in Trailhead
4.6	 19th Avenue North Trailhead
4.7	 35th Avenue Trailhead
4.8	 Maricopa Sun Circle Trailhead
4.9	 Alta Trailhead
4.10	 19th Avenue South Trailhead
4.11	 Foothills Trailhead
4.12	 Warpaint walk-in Trailhead
4.13	 San Gabriel walk-in Trailhead
4.14	 Holbert Trailhead
4.15	 Kiwanis Trailhead
4.16	 Lone Table Trailhead

TRAILHEADS

4.0
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PIMA CANYON TRAILHEAD

4.1

DESIGN CONCEPT PLAN
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PIMA CANYON TRAILHEAD

Architecture
1. new restrooms 
2. new ramada covers

Landscape
1. sidewalks and hardscape 
2. concrete pads
3. seatwall-benches
4. interpretive sign kiosk
5. cable barrier
6. landscape grading, planting, and temporary irrigation
7. revegetation – trees and native seed mix

Civil
1. parking lot modifications and islands
2. sewer connection to neighborhood
3. additional parking
4. asphalt, cut, mill and overlay – striping

Electrical
1. parking lot lights
2. security lighting

Existing Conditions

Description

Proposed Improvements

The existing trail system and natural desert landscape has been negatively impacted by uncontrolled access from residential developments 
along the park’s perimeter. Also, many of the trail entrances are inadequately marked and indiscernible.  Most of the facility is deteriorating from 
normal wear and tear, age, weathering, and lack of maintenance.  The current restroom facility is in poor condition and undersized for the facility.

   Probable Construction Costs $ 1,568,986

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 627,594

   Total Probable Costs $ 2,196,580

Probable Improvement Costs
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BEVERLY CANYON TRAILHEAD

4.2

DESIGN CONCEPT PLAN
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BEVERLY CANYON TRAILHEAD

Architecture
1. 2 new ramadas 

Landscape
1. sidewalks and hardscape 
2. seatwall-benches
4. interpretive sign kiosk
5. trail head marker-kiosks
6. landscape grading, planting, and temporary irrigation
7. revegetation – trees and native seed mix

Civil
1. parking lot modifications and islands
2. asphalt, cut, mill and overlay – striping

Electrical
1. parking lot lights
2. security lighting

Existing Conditions

Description

Proposed Improvements

Beverly Canyon and the Javelina Canyon trailhead share this facility as their base.  The existing trail system and natural desert landscape has 
been negatively impacted by uncontrolled access from residential developments along the park’s perimeter. The trail entrances are adequately 
marked and discernible.  Most of the facility is deteriorating from normal wear and tear, age, weathering, and lack of maintenance.  The current 
facility is in fair condition and has been damaged by storm water run off into the parking lot.

   Probable Construction Costs $ 355,985

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 142,394

   Total Probable Costs $ 498,379

Probable Improvement Costs
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42ND PLACE WALK IN TRAILHEAD

4.3

DESIGN CONCEPT PLAN
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42ND PLACE WALK IN TRAILHEAD

Architecture
N/A 

Landscape
1. trail head marker-kiosk
2. landscape grading, planting, and temporary irrigation
3. revegetation – trees and native seed mix

Civil
N/A

Electrical
N/A

Existing Conditions

Description

Proposed Improvements

Walk in trailhead with no designated trail or parking locations.  At current, an easement is needed to cross private property to the Park 
Preserve.  Limited access to this site.

   Probable Construction Costs $ 18,948

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 7,579

   Total Probable Costs $ 26,527

Probable Improvement Costs
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MORMON TRAILHEAD

4.4

DESIGN CONCEPT PLAN
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MORMON TRAILHEAD

Architecture
1. replace existing ramada with new ramada

Landscape
1. picnic table
2. interpretive sign kiosk

Civil
N/A

Electrical
1. parking lot lights
2. security lighting

Existing Conditions

Description

Proposed Improvements

The existing trail system and natural desert landscape has controlled access from residential developments along the entrance to this 
trailhead. The trail entrance is adequately marked and in good condition.  Most of the facility is showing normal wear and tear, and overall 
some minor lack of maintenance.  The current restroom facility is in good condition.

   Probable Construction Costs $ 133,897

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 53,558

   Total Probable Costs $ 187,455

Probable Improvement Costs
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20TH STREET WALK IN TRAILHEAD

4.5

DESIGN CONCEPT PLAN
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20TH STREET WALK IN TRAILHEAD

Architecture
N/A 

Landscape
1. interpretive signage 
2. trail head marker-kiosk

Civil
N/A

Electrical
N/A

Existing Conditions

Description

Proposed Improvements

Walk in trailhead with no designated parking locations.  At current, an easement is needed to cross private property to the Park Preserve.  
Limited access to this site. New kiosk and interpretive sign only.

   Probable Construction Costs $ 14,526

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 5,810

   Total Probable Costs $ 20,336

Probable Improvement Costs
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19TH AVENUE NORTH TRAILHEAD

4.6

DESIGN CONCEPT PLAN

N 0’ 20’ 40’ 80’



South Mountain Park
Design Guidelines Manual 4.6

19TH AVENUE NORTH TRAILHEAD

Architecture
1. 1 new ramada

Landscape
1. sidewalks and hardscape 
2. seatwall-benches
3. interpretive sign kiosk
4. trail head marker-kiosk
5. landscape grading, planting, and temporary irrigation
6. revegetation – trees and native seed mix

Civil
1. parking lot modifications and islands
2. asphalt, cut, mill and overlay – striping
3. rip rap and drainage improvements

Electrical
1. parking lot lights
2. security lighting

Existing Conditions

Description

Proposed Improvements

The existing trail system and natural desert landscape has been negatively impacted by uncontrolled access from residential developments 
along the park’s perimeter. The trail entrances are adequately marked and discernible.  Most of the facility is deteriorating from normal wear and 
tear, age, weathering, and lack of maintenance.  The current facility is in fair condition and has been damaged by storm water run off into the 
parking lot.

   Probable Construction Costs $ 191,014

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 76,405

   Total Probable Costs $ 267,419

Probable Improvement Costs
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35TH AVENUE TRAILHEAD
DESIGN CONCEPT PLAN
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35TH AVENUE TRAILHEAD

Architecture
1. new restrooms
2. 2 new ramadas

Landscape
1. sidewalks and hardscape 
2. concrete pads
3. seatwall-benches
4. interpretive sign kiosk
5. trail head marker-kiosk
6. landscape grading, planting, and temporary irrigation
7. revegetation – trees and native seed mix

Civil
1. new parking lot and islands
2. grading and drainage plan

Electrical
1. parking lot lights
2. security lighting

Existing Conditions

Description

Proposed Improvements

Future new facility.    Probable Construction Costs $ 904,714

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 361,885

   Total Probable Costs $ 1,266,599

Probable Improvement Costs
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MARICOPA SUN CIRCLE TRAILHEAD
DESIGN CONCEPT PLAN

4.8
N 0’ 20’ 40’ 80’



South Mountain Park
Design Guidelines Manual 4.8

MARICOPA SUN CIRCLE TRAILHEAD

Existing Conditions

Description

Proposed Improvements

Architecture
1. 1 new ramada

Landscape
1. sidewalks and hardscape 
2. concrete pad
3. seatwall-benches
4. interpretive Signage
5. trail head marker-kiosk
6. landscape grading, planting, and temporary irrigation
7. revegetation – trees and native seed mix

Civil
1. new parking lot and islands
2. grading and drainage improvements

Electrical
1. parking lot lights
2. security lighting

Future new facility.    Probable Construction Costs $ 245,496

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 98,198

   Total Probable Costs $ 343,964

Probable Improvement Costs
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ALTA TRAILHEAD

4.9

DESIGN CONCEPT PLAN
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ALTA TRAILHEAD

Architecture
N/A 

Landscape
1. concrete paving street crossing
2. interpretive signage
3. trail head marker-kiosk
4. revegetation – trees and native seed mix

Civil
1. asphalt, cut, mill and overlay – striping

Electrical
N/A

Existing Conditions

Description

Proposed Improvements

The trail entrances are adequately marked and discernible.  Most of the facility is deteriorating from normal wear and tear, age, weathering, and 
lack of maintenance.  The current facility is in fair condition and has been underutilized. 

   Probable Construction Costs $ 45,174

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 18,069

   Total Probable Costs $ 63,243

Probable Improvement Costs
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19TH AVENUE SOUTH TRAILHEAD

4.10
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19TH AVENUE SOUTH TRAILHEAD

Architecture
1. new restrooms
2. 1 large group ramada 
3. 2 new medium size ramadas

Landscape
1. sidewalks and hardscape 
2. concrete pads
3. seatwall-benches
4. interpretive signage
5. trail head marker-kiosk
6. landscape grading, planting, and temporary irrigation
7. revegetation – trees and native seed mix

Civil
1. new parking lot and islands
2. grading and drainage improvements

Electrical
1. parking lot lights
2. security lighting

Existing Conditions

Description

Proposed Improvements

Future new facility.    Probable Construction Costs $ 1,583,769

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 633,507

   Total Probable Costs $ 2,217,276

Probable Improvement Costs



South Mountain Park
Design Guidelines Manual 4.10

ARCHITECTURAL PLANS
19TH AVENUE SOUTH TRAILHEAD



South Mountain Park
Design Guidelines Manual

FOOTHILLS TRAILHEAD

4.11

DESIGN CONCEPT PLAN
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FOOTHILLS TRAILHEAD

Architecture
1. new restrooms
2. 2 new ramadas

Landscape
1. sidewalks and hardscape 
2. concrete paving central Ave. street crossing
3. seatwall-benches
4. interpretive signage
5. trail head marker-kiosk
6. landscape grading, planting, and temporary irrigation
7. revegetation – trees and native seed mix

Civil
1. parking lot modifications and islands
2. water and Sewer connections to Foothills Blvd.
3. asphalt, cut, mill and overlay – striping

Electrical
1. parking lot lights
2. security lighting

Existing Conditions

Description

Proposed Improvements

The existing trail system and natural desert landscape has been negatively impacted by uncontrolled access from residential developments 
along the park’s perimeter. The trail entrances are adequately marked and discernible.  Most of the facility is deteriorating from normal wear and 
tear, age, weathering, and lack of maintenance.  The facility also has no restroom, and is currently heavily used an in need of additional facilites.

   Probable Construction Costs $ 467,411

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 186,964

   Total Probable Costs $ 654,375

Probable Improvement Costs
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WARPAINT WALK IN TRAILHEAD

4.12
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WARPAINT WALK IN TRAILHEAD

Architecture
N/A 

Landscape
1. interpretive signage
2. trail head marker-kiosk

Civil
N/A

Electrical
N/A

Existing Conditions

Description

Proposed Improvements

Walk in trailhead with no designated parking locations.  Pedestrian access to the Park Preserve.  Limited access to this site. Normal wear and 
the trailhead entry is in overall good condition.

   Probable Construction Costs $ 18,924

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 7,569

   Total Probable Costs $ 26,493

Probable Improvement Costs
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SAN GABRIEL WALK IN TRAILHEAD

4.13
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SAN GABRIEL WALK IN TRAILHEAD

Architecture
N/A 

Landscape
1. interpretive signage
2. trail head marker-kiosk

Civil
N/A

Electrical
N/A

Existing Conditions

Description

Proposed Improvements

Walk in trailhead with no designated parking locations.  Pedestrian access to the Park Preserve.  Limited access to this site. Normal wear and 
the trailhead entry is in overall good condition.

   Probable Construction Costs $ 20,604

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 8,241

   Total Probable Costs $ 28,845

Probable Improvement Costs
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HOLBERT TRAILHEAD

4.14
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HOLBERT TRAILHEAD

Architecture
1. 1 new ramada

Landscape
1. sidewalks and hardscape 
2. concrete paving street crossing
3. seatwall-benches
4. interpretive signage 
5. trail head marker-kiosk

Civil
1. parking lot modification striping

Electrical
1. area lighting
2. security lighting

Existing Conditions

Description

Proposed Improvements

The trail entrance is poorly marked, and has no amenities for appropriate trail access.    Probable Construction Costs $ 93,278

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 37,311

   Total Probable Costs $ 130,589

Probable Improvement Costs
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KIWANIS TRAILHEAD

4.15

DESIGN CONCEPT PLAN

N 0’ 10’ 20’ 40’



South Mountain Park
Design Guidelines Manual

KIWANIS TRAILHEAD

4.15

Architecture
1.1 new ramada

Landscape
1. sidewalks and hardscape 
2. concrete pad
3. seatwall-benches
4. interpretive signage 
5. trail head marker-kiosk
6. landscape grading, planting, and temporary irrigation
7. revegetation – trees and native seed mix

Civil
1. parking lot modifications and islands
2. asphalt, cut, mill and overlay – striping

Electrical
1. parking lot lights
2. area lighting

Existing Conditions

Description

Proposed Improvements

The trail entrances are adequately marked and discernible.  Most of the facility is deteriorating from normal wear and tear, age, weathering, and 
lack of maintenance.  The current facility is in fair condition and has minimal facitlies.

   Probable Construction Costs $ 181,707

   Probable Design / City Costs $ 72,682

   Total Probable Costs $ 254,389

Probable Improvement Costs
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5.2	 Water Delivery System
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INFRASTRUCTURE
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ROADWAY SYSTEM
DESIGN CONCEPT PLAN

SOUTH MOUNTAIN
 PARK

SOUTH MOUNTAIN
 PARK

SOUTH MOUNTAIN
 PARK

LEGEND

   PROBABLE CONSTRUCTION COST $ 6,160,000

   PROBABLE DESIGN / CITY COST $ 2,464,000

    TOTAL PROBABLE COST $ 8,624,000

PROBABLE COSTS

5.1
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WATER DELIVERY SYSTEM
DESIGN CONCEPT PLAN
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6.1	 Vertical Architectural Style 
6.2	 Site Entry Monuments
6.3	 Site Furnishings
6.4	 Colors and Materials

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN GUIDELINES
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VERTICAL ARCHITECTURAL STYLE
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