













































































FIGURE 38 STRIP COMMERCIAL
Arnold's Pickles and Olives (295-1), (1984).

Typical of this class of Dbuilding is the Bobby Brown Cafe
(288-4), a wunique example of a Twentieth Century Commercial
building with a Spanish Mission influenced style. Two drug
stores included in this «class both have corner entries,
emphasizing the importance of the appeal to passing traffic.
Cate Drugs (42-2) is the oldest known detached drug store in
the survey area, while the Drug Store at 12th Street and
Jefferson (4-5) operated for a long time in an ethnic area.

Other personal service businesses included are Grand Avenue
Shoe Repair/Bakery (53-3), Villegas Shoes/Kelly Cleaners
(53-10) and Jannusch Barber Shop (267-9). These small
buildings typify the commercial properties of the independent
entrepreneur during the development of the strip commercial
era. A personal service business which expanded into a
city-wide commercial services concern is the Phoenix Laundry
and Dry Cleaning Company (46-21). The company was founded in
1893 and has occupied its present location since 1924. The
building posesses unique architectural qualities in a wide
span wood lamella roof and a Streamlined Modern facade.
Another example of a long—term, single-use occupation in this
class of Dbuilding is the Hall Machine Shop/Arnold's Radiator
and Body Works (269-3). A machine shop for six years, it
became an auto-dependent business in 1935 and continues in
the same capacity today. The building is also a rare example
in Phoenix of a corrugated metal and frame building with a
brick facade.
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Several buildings in this class were related to the supply of

goods. Oone of the better known local examples is Arnold's
Pickles and Olives (295-1). Arnold's has been one of the
city's major enterprises, distributing olives and pickles
from this 1location since 1910. The Nielson Radio and
Sporting Goods Store (27-5) was owned and operated by Earl
Nielson, who pioneered radio broadcasting in Phoenix with

stations KFCB and later KOY, which transmitted from this
building between 1927 and the late 1930s. Nielson's store
was a popular gathering place for sports enthusiasts and
aficionadoes of radio.

Two businesses supplying construction materials were the
Baskett Lumber Company (55-6) and the Walter Dubree Building
Supplies Company (2-4). Baskett's is the only example of a
lumber company sales office remaining in the survey area and
was a lumber vyard from 1935 to 1962. Dubree's was in
operation from 1926 through the 1940s. These two buildings
are the only remaining representatives of lumber and supply
companies, mumbering 12 in 1925, 16 in 1930, and again 12 in
1935,

Two wholesale distributors are also represented in this

class. The Harter Commercial Company (58-2), a pioneer
Phoenix firm, was one of the city's largest distributors of
candy, cigars and soda fountain supplies. The building is a
unique example of Moorish Revival influence in Phoenix
architecture during the 1920s. Penrod Wholesale Furniture
(264-3) is an example of simple Twentieth Century Commercial
architecture once common in Phoenix but now rare. In

addition to distributors of goods, a transfer and storage
building (41-3) is included in this class. Built in 1928,
the building is unique for its type of construction, with two
facades of brick and two of corrugated iron. This type of
construction is rare in Phoenix.

A final example of the single—use commercial business is the
Lois Grunow Memorial Clinic (273-2). This exemplary example
of the Spanish Colonial Revival style was built in 1931 as a
memorial to William C. Grunow's deceased daughter. Designed
by prominent Phoenix architects Fitzhugh and Byron, the
building features cast stone churrigueresque detailing at the
entry portal. The clinic was built on McDowell, one of the
city's most important streets, near the Good Samaritan
Hospital, a prominent location even today.
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FIGURE 3 STRIP COMMERCIAL
Lois Grunow Memorial Clinic (273-2), (1984).

Mixed-Use Businesses

Three examples from this class are significant to this

nomination. The Hoehn Complex (291-4) was built in 1932 as a
doctor's office and residence and was planned by Dr. Edward
Hoehn. The building 1is a wunique example of the Pueblo

Revival style in a residential/office-scale building. The
overall complex reflects the doctor's development plan for
the property, including the landscaping.

The Phoenix Costume House (43-3), a Spanish Colonial Revival
commercial building Dbuilt in 1935 at the front of a c. 1900
Queen Anne two-story house, is the best remaining example of
this combination of residential commercial endeavor which was
once familiar in Phoenix. The costume shop began in the
house in 1929 and continued through the 1940s in the newer
commercial building.

Finally, the 1947 Medical Arts  Building (263-8) is a rare

example in Phoenix of Streamlined Modern design with
International style influences. The Dbuilding, 1is of
exceptional merit for its use of glass block, glass tile, and
black Vitrolite glass. It is the only building of its type

from the time period which exhibits the use of glass to such
a degree.

1



Auto—Related Business

These Dbuildings are representative of Dbusinesses directly
related to the sale and maintenance of the automobile outside
the original townsite. Included are four dealerships, three
service stations, and one tire and service center. The
dealerships 1located on North Central Avenue where they could
develop larger scale facilities with exposure to the maximum
number of potential buyers.

The earliest remaining auto dealership 1in the strip
commercial category 1is the R.D. Roper Building (28-23).
Designed 1in Second Renaissance Revival style in 1920 by L.M.
Fitzhugh, the building housed the largest used-car dealership
of the time. The building is a unique example of its style.

A.E. England Motors (27-17) was built in 1926 as a Hudson and
Essex dealership and went out of business during the
Depression. In addition to its important Central Avenue
location, the Dbuilding is notable for the use of decorative
terracotta opening surrounds.

Another Central Avenue auto dealership was the C.P. Stephens
DeSoto Six Motor Cars Building (20-1), built in 1928. The
building is Spanish Colonial Revival style designed by
McDonald and Morrison, Phoenix architects. Stephens occupied
this location through the late 1940s.

Stewart Motor Company (20-3) is a late example of the auto
dealership. This 1947 Streamlined Modern building is of
exceptional merit in its design and occupies a prominent
Central Avenue location. It was occupied wuntil 1972 by
Stewart Motors, an auto and motorcycle dealership and Stewart
Realty. The Stewart family was important in Phoenix
business, real estate, investment, and housing areas.

Gasoline service stations flourished 1in concert with the
growth in numbers of autos in the city. The City Directories
record 14 stations 1in 1921 and 26 in 1925, but list an
astonishing 119 in 1930 and 141 in 1935.
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FIGURE 80 STRIP COMMERCIAL
Firestone Building (36-8), (1984).

Of the three reamining historic gasoline service stations,
the Marine Model Gas Station (59-3) is the earliest. This
Period Revival style Dbuilding is a unique example of a once
popular design in gas stations. These gas stations were
designed by oil companies to Dbe similar to popular
residential styles to blend with the neighborhood and reduce
objections to their proximity to residential areas.

The Copeland and Tracht Service Station (288-5), built in
1934, 1is a fine example of the Streamlined Modern Style, a
formerly familiar service station image in Phoenix. This
shift in style away from the domestic residential trend
emphasized the ultimate in modern design. The 1939 Swader
Service Station (9-3) is the best and only remaining example
of a Spanish Colonial style service station. Each of these
stations typifies a variant of its class and each remains a
rare vestige of once prolific architectural styles expressed
in gas stations.

The only tire dealership included in the nomination is the
Firestone Building (36-8), built in 1929 in Moderne style.
This facility, one of the first full-service tire centers
planned in the nation, was a regional distribution center for
the entire Southwest. The building continues in use today as
a Firestone concern.
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FIGURE 41 STRIP COMMERCIAL
Publix Market (262-4), (1984).

Strip Commercial Groceries

The transition 1in Phoenix from neighborhood emphasis for
grocery stores to strip commercialism was not clearcut.
Overlapping occurred for some 20 years, depending on local
needs and desires. Neighborhood markets continued to
function through the 1940s, Dbut auto-dependent markets
appeared as early as the 1920s. As a result, the trolley
system became less <crucial to in-town travel and the
geographical limits to residential expansion disappeared.

Several factors characterize the strip commercial type of
grocery store. The major quality of these stores is their
location on major city arterials unrelated to neighborhoods.
The emphasis shifted from the nearby neighborhood customer to
the random or regular auto customer. Two merchandising
concepts emerged early in the 1920s in connection with the
development of strip commercial grocery stores: the self-
service, cash and carry concept and the chain grocery store

system. These concepts emphasized efficiency for the
shopper, cleanliness, sanitation, 1lighting, decor and the
stocking of a wide variety of name brand products. Finally,

the strip grocery store as an isolated business existed
simultaneously with the strip grocery store combined with a
meat market or pharmacy and with the strip grocery store
in a complex of businesses as a marketing center.
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FIGURE 41 STRIP COMMERCIAL
Jim Ong's Market (7-3), (1984).

Many strip grocery stores were single—use Dbuildings not

originally associated with other nearby businesses.
Remaining buildings from this class are the Gwillam Grocery
(58-6), the Wilmore Grocery (294-1), and the adobe High Class

Food Company (1-3), all built during the 1930s. Most of the
earlier examples of this class have been highly modified or
destroyed, partly Dbecause of their locations. These three
stores are representative examples of this once common class
of strip market.

Strip markets owned and operated by members of ethnic groups
also fit this class of grocery. An exemplary example is Jim
Ong's Market (7-3), a Chinese-owned grocery store listed on
the National Register in 1982. This building not only
represents the single-use market but is enhanced
stylistically by elements related to the owner's ethnic
origins. The Harry Tang Grocery (401-1) has been owned by
the Tang family since it was built in 1933.

Architect-designed single-use grocery stores in the survey

area are represented by a single remaining significant
example. The Welnick Brothers Market (36-4) was built in
1927 by Wasielewski Construction Company from a design by
Fitzhugh and Byron. The latter two firms were both prominent
in Phoenix commercial architecture. The importance and
prestige of the auto—-dependent, single-use market is

demonstrated in this example.
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Another variant of the single-use strip grocery 1is the
combined grocery/residence building. The Dbest remaining
example of this case is the Rehbein Grocery (269-1), built in
1924 with an upstairs apartment. This building combines the
qualities of the neighborhood grocery in a strip commercial
location and typifies the transition from neighborhood to
strip commercial grocery stores.

In Phoenix, the roots of the chain grocery store can be found
in the neighborhood grocery. In 1915, George W. Mickle and
D.J. Peter, operating as Arizona Grocery Company, opened the
Porage Pot as a cash and carry neighborhood store. The
concept quickly caught on through advertising a complete line
of grocery supplies at low prices and stressing "no credit,
no delivery, no bad accounts...”. The company opened the
Sugar Loaf Grocery, the Bon Ton, and a Pay'n Takit by 1919.
In 1922, the company consolidated all its stores as the
self-service Pay'n Takit chain and began expanding. By the
time of merger with Safeway in 1928, 33 Pay'n Takit stores
were 1in Dbusiness in Arizona. The merger resulted in a total
of 63 Arizona stores by 1931.

During this time, J.B. Bayless, who had operated neighborhood
grocery stores in Phoenix during the teens, also began to
promote the self-service concept in 1921. It was not until
1924 that the Bayless store No. 1 store opened in Phoenix as
an exclusively self-service store. Seventeen Bayless stores
were operating when J.B. Bayless merged with McMarr Stores
and Piggly Wiggly of Arizona in 1929, Dbecoming McMarr
Stores. Bayless resigned as president of McMarr in 1930 to
retire.

Piggly Wiggly of Arizona began in 1921 with a store in
Tucson; the first Phoenix store opened in 1922. At the time
of the 1929 merger, the company had 12 stores in the state.
These stores featured cleanliness, efficiency and uniform
product locations in each store to minimize confusion.

The fourth chain store to begin in Phoenix during the 1920s
was the Clarence Saunders store chain. This regional chain
operated 17 stores 1in Arizona before disappearing early in
the Depression.

In 1930, A.J. Bayless, son of J.B. Bayless, opened the first

of the A.J. Bayless chain of grocery stores. Despite the
risk of opening during the Depression, Bayless was soon able
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to expand by promoting his father's principles of
self-service. By the time of his death in 1967, the chain
was the 46th largest in the country with 47 stores. The A.J.
Bayless chain was only recently sold.

Although chain grocery stores existed in Phoenix as early as
1922, none were 1listed in the City Directories until after
1925. By 1930, 50 chain stores were listed. The number
shrank to 35 Dby 1935, due to the Depression. Of the chain
grocery stores once so prolific in Phoenix, only eight retain
sufficient integrity to merit attention in the survey as
individual buildings. The Spanish Colonial Revival
Pay'n Takit No. 5 (277-1), built in 1927, has been determined
eligible by the National Register as an exemplary example of
its «class. The building was designed by Lescher and Mahoney,
prominent Phoenix architects. Two other Pay'n Takit stores,
Nos. 13 and 25 (294-3 and 267-8), were both built in 1928 and
are representative examples of typical chain grocery stores.

From the J.B. Bayless chain, only store No. 7 (9-2) survives
with integrity. This store was built in 1928 and is typical
of 1its class. Two stores represent the Piggly Wiggly chain
(1-2 and 58-3). Built in 1928 and 1929, the buildings typify
the simple chain store in its ideal location for automobile
exposure in a strip commercial context.

Only one Clarence Saunders store was located in the survey
area. Built in 1929 as Store No. 7 (41-2), the store was one
of three which opened that year and was in operation only
briefly. It became A.J. Bayless No. 3 in 1932.

A.J. Bayless Store No. 1 (46-18) represents that chain'in the
survey. Originally Dbuilt as the Five Points Cash Grocery,
the Dbuilding became A.J. Bayless No. 1 in 1930. The building
is a good example of its class and exemplifies the qualities
of the auto—dependent chain grocery store in Phoenix.

By the late 1920s, the centralized complex of auto—-dependent

stores, the forerunner of the present shopping center, was
developing in Phoenix. Usually located on a prominent
corner, these complexes featured auto parking, a wide range
of shopper services (barber, beauty shop, cleaners,
pharmacist, etc.) and a large grocery store, often one of a
chain. Two examples of these complexes remain in Phoenix,
both built in 1929. The Mission Revival Publix Market

(262-4) was privately owned with most of the occupants named
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FIGURE 43 STRIP COMMERCIAL
Hurley Building (276-1), (1984).

Publix, including the grocery store. This complex was the
first to feature a front parking 1lot with the L-shaped
building at the back of the lot. The Publix Market has been
determined eligible for the National Register. The Hurley

Building (276-1), located on two arterials, featured a Pay'n
Takit Market with other small shops and parking at curbside.
The complex is typical of its «class and retains high
integrity.

Tourist Courts

Strip commercial development in Phoenix reflected the impact
of increased auto wuse within the «city. Part of that
development, however, was related to the growth of tourism
nationwide that began in the early 1900s and blossomed during
the 1920s as more Americans began traveling the country in
their private cars. In Arizona, tourism was heavily promoted
by cities to boost their economies. Sunshine and climate
became valuable commodities to Dbe advertised and sold as
products of Arizona.

The tourist court (a.k.a auto court, tourist camp) was the

forerunner of today's motel. In Phoenix, such camps
proliferated during the 1late 1920s to accomodate winter
visitors and tourists. Starting with one court in 1921, the

city had only two by 1925, but boasted of 53 by 1930 and 84
by 1935. These camps offered homestyle living at reasonable
prices and helped make it possible for the average working
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FIGURE 84 STRIP COMMERCIAL
King's Rest Hotel Motor Court (63-8), (1984).

American to have a vacation away from home.

Of the dozens of tourist camps which once thrived along the
highways 1into the city, four are included in this nomination
as the Dbest of their class and as representative of tourist
courts as they existed. The epitome of the tourist courts
remaining in Phoenix is the King's Rest Hotel Motor Court
(63-8), Dbuilt in 1937. This court was designed in a Spanish
Colonial Revival style with Mediterranean influences. It is
an exemplary model of the 1930s tourist court, retains high
integrity and is of exceptional merit to the nomination.

The oldest of the remaining tourist courts 1is the P.J.
Shaughnessey Tourist Court (278-5), which occupied a
prominent location at 15th Avenue and Grand, on the road into
Phoenix from Wickenburg. This collection of cottages,
originally complete with grocery store, epitomizes the
concept of early tourist courts, each cabin identical to the
next and all cabins lined up in rows. This court opened in
1926 and is little altered.

The Rose Tourist Camp (267-3), begun in 1929, also retains
its early configuration. The cabins are arranged in a
U-shape with the offices in the central area. The Rose is
presently a motel. Dick's Court (228-7) was built around
1930, Its Dbungalow-style cabins are relatively unaltered
from their original condition and are representative of their
class. The court continues to be tourist—-oriented.
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