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   Happy Summer, Everyone! We have had a very busy Spring here at
SVM. March was full of 13 school groups; we hosted our first
Harmony Fundraising Event; we had the Volunteer Appreciation
Dinner, Ancient Technology Day, International Museum Day, and a
Museum Store remodel. We attended two Earth Day outreach
events. All of which would not have been possible without our
wonderful Volunteers. 

           Plans for the Summer are already underway; the good news
is we will stay open this summer. Page 3 of the newsletter has an
update on our summer hours. We have quite a few outreaches
planned for this summer and are looking for Volunteers to help out.
You do not need to be an Engagement Guide to help with these
outreaches; the Education Team will cross-train anyone who would
like the opportunity to go out into our communities and represent
S’edav Va’aki Museum. Please reach out to Amereece or Adriana for
more information.
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FROM THE DESK OF THE DIRECTOR
BY NICOLE  ARMSTRONG-BEST

Resource Corner

 

Hello everyone:

Ancestral  O’Odham: Akimel
O’Odham Cultural  Tradit ions and

the Archaeological  Record .  By  Chr is
Loendor f  and  Barnaby  Lewis

ht tps : //www.researchgate .net/pub l ica
t ion/313273085_Ancestra l _O%27Odha
m_Akimel_o%27odham_cu l tura l _ t rad i t i

ons_and_the_archaeo log ica l _ record

Centuries of  Decl ine During the
Hohokam Classic  Period at  Pueblo

Grande  Ed i ted  by  Dav id  Abbott
ht tps : //uapress .ar i zona .edu/book/cent
ur ies-of -dec l ine-dur ing-the-hohokam-

c lass ic-per iod-at-pueb lo-grande

Chaco and Hohokam: Prehistorical
Regional  Systems in the American
Southwest  Ed i ted  by  Patr ic ia  Crown

https : //www.unmpress .com/97809334
52763/chaco-and-

hohokam/#:~ : text=Synthes i z ing%20da
ta%20and%20current%20thought%2
0about%20the%20reg iona l , the%20m
ost%20sophis t icated%20cul tures%2
0of%20the%20preh is tor ic%20South

west .

I want to start with gratitude for all you do for us. We just
celebrated National Volunteer Month and recognized all of you at
our Volunteer Appreciation Dinner. But we also celebrated our
Volunteer of the Year, Donna VanNess, and our excellent volunteer
Jeff Ross and teen volunteer Marcus Vera at the Citywide
Volunteer Impact Awards dinner. I also would like to take a
moment to thank the SVM Foundation Board members – who are
also all volunteers. They not only support event planning and
coordination for the Indian Market and now also the Harmony:
Balancing Past and Present – An Indigenous Sonoran Desert
Experience but also run the Museum Store (and staff it); secure
sponsorships and grants; and manage all the financial
transactions needed to support all of this. Much of this work goes
unnoticed in the background but is vital. So a huge shout out to
Marissa Sotomayor, Sunday Eiselt, Katie Shields, Vicky Baldwin,
Reylynne Williams and Carmen Guerrero. There are vacancies on
the Board, and I encourage you to consider joining them -
especially if you have financial and/or fundraising background!
 
We will be open to the public this summer. However, we will have
reduced hours in July and August, as the temperatures are brutal,
and we want our visitors to be safe. Operating hours will be 9 am
– 2 pm, with Sunday also being closed. Thank you to everyone who
can continue to volunteer in the summer – our visitation may be
slow, but our work is not!
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 What’s New in the Volunteer Program - VPC
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Summer Hours
As the weather heats up, visitors to the Museum slow down. On
July 1st, 2026, the Museum will be switching to Summer Hours
through August. The Museum will be open from 9 am to 2 pm on
Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays. The Museum will
be closed to the public on Sundays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays. 
For Museum Store, Front Desk Ambassadors, and Engagement
Guides, your shifts in VicNet will change. Please let Amereece
know if you have any questions regarding this. You will also
receive an email with more details. 

Marc’s Fairwell
Many of you have met Marc-Pierre, our current
AmeriCorps Vista member. Marc has spent the past
year here at SVM overseeing the Teen Volunteer
Program. Sadly, Marc’s time with SVM is coming to a
close; his last day will be June 15th. He will be moving
on to bigger and better things, taking everything he has
learned here at SVM with him. During his time at SVM,
Marc assisted the Education Team in developing
educational programs. He revamped the Cholla Buds
Pen Pal program, created cypher puzzles for guests, and
helped develop a version of Detective Archaeology that
can be taken into classrooms. On behalf of everyone at
SVM, we wanted to thank Marc for all his hard work. We
will miss him, but hopefully, he will be able to return as
a volunteer. The next time you see Marc, please wish
him well on his next big adventure.
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Harmony: Balancing Past and Present - An
Indigenous Sonoran Desert Experience

Our inaugural event was a tremendous success! With a lot of
hard work, and frantic planning, we were able to host 134
attendees and presented them with unique and frankly the
most delicious food I’ve tasted in a long time, from 6
different chefs. This was a fundraiser, so how did we do?

INCOME
Cash Sponsorships: 11 sponsors equaling $20,500
In-Kind Sponsorships: 5 sponsors equaling $7,000
Tickets sales: $13,925
Live Auction experiences: $2,450
Silent Auction: $4,200
Cash Ask for Exhibit Cases: $25,500 (with one more large
possible donation to come).

EXPENSES: $15,500

As you can see, from a fundraising perspective, the event was
also a smashing success! This was not possible without the
hard work of the planning committee. Huge kudos to Carmen
Guerrero, Jeffrey Lazos-Ferns, Brandy Button and Shirley
Lowman. Thank you also to Demetrius Lester, Sunday Eiselt
and Reylynne Williams from the Foundation, who supported
the financial and permitting issues. And last, but certainly
not least, the staff and volunteers who worked to ensure that
everything ran smoothly – from having enough ice, to
breaking tents down at 9:30pm!

Join us next year, when we do it again! 
SATURDAY, APRIL 3, 2027

 Birthday Shout
Outs!

Some of  our  Vo lunteers  have
recent ly  had  a  B i r thday .  We

would  l ike  to  wish  the
fo l lowing  Vo lunteers  a  Happy

Bir thday !

D ick  Smith
Suzanne  Casey

Luc i l le  Grad i l las
Emma Carr

Maura  Cordova
Sy lv ia  Lee

Diane  Sanders

P lease  note :  We do  not  inc lude
anyone  in  th is  l i s t  who  has  not
g iven  permiss ion  to  post  about

the i r  B i r thday .  
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SVM Volunteers at Harmony 
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Exhibits Update
We have a busy and exciting summer ahead of us. There will be a lot of changes to the galleries
over the next few months. Su:dagi (Rekindling Our Connections) will be deinstalled starting in

early June. We will then fully close off that portion of the permanent gallery to allow us to begin
work on some of the permanent gallery renovations, more on that in a little bit. S’edav Va’aki

and the O’Odham will stay open. Parched will remain open until mid July. We will then keep the
gallery roll gate closed while we work to install the next changing exhibit, Indigenous Identities.
This is another modern art exhibition that will feature 10 indigenous artists. We will have public

programming throughout the year to tie in to this exhibit, similar to Parched. The gallery will
soft open to visitors in September, but we won’t have our big shindig for it until October. In

January, we will close the permanent gallery briefly to finish installation of a third of the new
permanent gallery exhibit, Into Himdag. S’edav Va’aki and the O’Odham will reopen in a new

configuration as well to use more of the space and give visitors a fuller experience until the rest
of Into Himdag can be installed. This will be a long, multi-year process, and we are excited to

see all the changes taking place. Never a dull day at the Museum!!
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Mudslinger Update
 The Mudslingers at S’edav Va’aki Museum continue their efforts to stabilize the Va’aki (platform mound) from

the effects of erosion, weather and the damage from the rainy fall season of 2025. Much of the areas of major
damage have been stabilized, but many areas remain that require backfilling to the protective fill layer that

surrounds most of the mound. With coming projections for an above average monsoon season, this work is vital
in keeping the original structures of the mound safe and stable.

Our volunteer numbers saw a big increase from previous years, with multiple work days seeing 15+ volunteers
working together to move material and throw some mud. This is necessary for a structure that took an entire

community to construct and maintain and very encouraging to us here at the Museum. Our thanks go out to all
the volunteers that contribute to this effort, and we look forward to the coming work this year in helping to

complete the repairs needed to preserve this piece of the regions cultural heritage.



Word Reflect ions
Have  you  not iced  the  in teract ive  act iv i ty  tucked  into  the  corner  bes ide  the  cana l  map?
Take  a  look  and  you  wi l l  f ind  a  smal l  wh i te  pod ium wi th  a  p i le  o f  cut-out  words  on  b lue
paper .  B ig  words ,  smal l  words ,  and  even  parts  o f  words .  What  i s  that  a l l  about?

Look  a  l i t t le  c loser  at  the  words  p i led  up .  The  words  are  a l l  about  water .  The  s ign i f icance
of  water ,  espec ia l l y  in  a  desert ,  i s  h igh l ighted  in  S ’edav  Va ’ak i  Museum’s  exh ib i ts  and
a long  the  t ra i l .  Water  was  important  for  the  Ancestra l  O ’odham and  remains  important  to
us  today .

Why  are  these  water  words  here? What  are  you  supposed  to  do  wi th  them? There  i s  a
smal l  s ign  exp la in ing  the  act iv i ty ,  but  t ruth  be  to ld  v i s i tors  rare ly  take  t ime to  read  i t .
Ins tead ,  they  “p lay”  wi th  the  words  –  they  combine  them to  form sentence  f ragments ;
they  ar range  them in  groups ;  they  s tar t  conversat ions  wi th  others  about  them,  and  they
even  g lance  at  them and  walk  away .  These  in teract ions  have  been  observed  wi th  3
graders  on  f ie ld  t r ips ,  w i th  mul t igenerat iona l  fami ly  groups ,  and  wi th  ind iv idua ls  v i s i t ing
on  the i r  own .  Once  aga in  what  i s  th is  a l l  about?

r d

I t  i s  an  exper iment .  Would  v i s i tors  be  drawn on  the i r  own to  a  s imple  low-tech  exh ib i t
e lement?  Would  they  in teract  wi th  i t?  Would  they  t ry  and  f igure  i t  out?  Our  exh ib i ts ,  our
tours ,  our  act iv i t ies  are  about  shar ing  in format ion  and  prov id ing  facts .  Th is  in teract ive
prov ides  v i s i tors  wi th  a  moment  to  pause  and  re f lect  about  water .  We prov ide  guests  wi th
opportun i t ies  to  absorb  knowledge ,  v iew d i f ferent  perspect ives ,  but  what  about  an
opportun i ty  to  s top ,  take  a  breath ,  and  poss ib ly  send  a  message  to  the  next  person .

The  goa l  o f  th is  in teract ive  i sn ’ t  to  record  the  number  o f  guests  that  engage  or  measure
the  length  o f  t ime spent .  I t ‘ s  about  creat ing  a  space  o f  re f lect ion  about  water .  I t ’ s  about
t ry ing  a  d i f ferent  approach .  I t ’ s  about  observ ing ,  l i s ten ing ,  and  learn ing  f rom our
v is i tors .  I t ’ s  about  embrac ing  opportun i t ies  for  meaningfu l  in teract ions .
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Education Update 

 



School  F ield Tr ip Fun

The  2025-2026 schoo l  season  i s  just  about  over  and  what  a  year  i t  has  been .  S ’edav
Va ’ak i  Museum vo lunteers  and  s ta f f  presented  a  fun  and  engag ing  exper ience  for  over
2 ,600 students  and  teachers .  We hosted  43 schoo ls  ons i te ;  76% of  these  were  t i t le  1
schoo ls .  T i t le  1  schoo ls  are  federa l l y  funded  pub l ic  schoo ls  wi th  a  h igh  percentage  o f
ch i ldren  f rom low- income fami l ies .

Th is  year  I  was  b lown away  by  some of  the  in teract ive  moments  wi th  our  young  v is i tors .
One  s tudent  was  very  upset  to  hear  that  the  Ancestra l  O ’odham d idn ’ t  have  cows  and
therefore  d idn ’ t  have  cheese .  Other  s tudents  were  impressed  wi th  the  Obs id ian  core  in
the  exh ib i t  case  which  we learned  i s  the  same type  o f  b lack  rock  re ferenced  in  the
Minecraf t  v ideo  game and  mov ie .  Another  s ta f f  member  was  put  on  the  spot  and  asked  to
exp la in  what  an  ac id  was  when  they  ment ioned  that  Ancestra l  O ’odham used  ac id  f rom
the  cactus  f ru i t  to  e tch  the  sur face  o f  some she l l s .  However ,  the  most  icon ic  react ion
occurred  when  a  vo lunteer  at  the  ar t i fact  car t  touch  s tat ion  he ld  up  the  haf ted  ¾
grooved  axe  and  the  lobby  erupted  wi th  young  vo ices  exc la iming  -  Oh !  Wow!  Coo l !  

Thank  you  to  a l l  the  vo lunteers  for  he lp ing  make  our  schoo l  group  f ie ld  t r ips  and
outreaches  a  t remendous  success !  We cou ldn ’ t  have  done  i t  w i thout  you .  Next  schoo l  tour
season  we wi l l  be  incorporat ing  a  few new twists  for  our  schoo l  presentat ions .  Over  the
summer  we wi l l  f ine  tune  the  deta i l s  and  hope  to  share  engag ing  new approaches  wi th
our  f ie ld  t r ip  vo lunteers .  Thank  you  and  we look  forward  to  hav ing  your  he lp  next  year .

NEWS FROM THE VA’AKI PAGE 9

Education Update 

 



We had a wonderful Volunteer
Appreciation Dinner in April. We
decorated gourds and spent the evening
eating wonderful food, listening to
Museum Staff share their gratitude for
SVM’s Volunteers, and catching up with
each other. We thank all of you for
everything that you do here at S’edav
Va’aki Museum. Your support makes this
museum amazing. 

Donna Van Ness won the S’edav Va’aki
Museum’s Volunteer of the Year Award
for all her amazing work, not only in the
Garden but with the Education Team,
helping with the school groups. 

This year, both Jeff Ross (Engagement
Guide) and Marcus Vera (Teen Volunteer)
received the 2026 Impact Volunteer
Award from the City of Phoenix’s
Volunteer Program. In late April, Jeff,
Marcus, Amereece, Nicole, and Marc-
Pierre attended a dinner where Jeff and
Marcus received their awards.

Shirley Lowman also organized the live
and silent auction during the Harmony
Gala in early April. Shirley’s efforts
helped raise over $25,000, which will be
used to purchase cases in the next phase
of the Main Gallery remodel.
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Volunteers Make SVM Great! 
By Amereece
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IMPORTANT
VOLUNTEER DATES

June

Su:Dagi Exhibit closes to
Public

New Lighting System
installed in the Galleries

July

New Lighting System
installed in the Galleries

End of Month Parched
Exhibit Closes to the

Public

Installation of
Indigenous

Identities Exhibit

August

Indigenous Identities
Exhibit

soft opening

September 25  - th

Welcome Back/Orientation
Breakfast

September

October 8th - 
Indigenous Identities Exhibit

Formal opening

October 16  - th

Volunteer Lunch

October
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