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Happy New Year! This past year has been amazing for our Museum.
We have gotten new sections of the walking path, a new HVAC
system, and new Fencing to help secure the property. We hosted
various events, from Ancient Technology Day, International
Archaeology Day, International Museum Day, PortalFest, and the
Indian Market. In October, we reopened with new exhibit spaces and
three new exhibits. We were able to revive the Volunteer Monthly
lunches and provide more opportunities for you all to gain more
knowledge and training. We even got a new publication, which can
be found in our Museum Store. We have hosted numerous school
field trips and attended many outreach events. None of this would
have been possible without all you wonderful volunteers.

I wanted to take this time to thank you all for being so wonderful
and welcoming. I know changes are not always easy, and new faces
can be scary. I have never experienced a kinder and more
welcoming group than all of you wonderful volunteers. From day
one, as your new Volunteer Program Specialist, you have all helped
me understand our Volunteer Program and provided feedback,
which I hope has been used to make the Program grow. From the
bottom of my heart, I want to thank you all for everything you do
here at SVM. Here’s to another wonderful year!

Important Dates
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From the Desk of the Volunteer
Program Specialist 
BY Amereece  Sterba  
Dear Volunteers:
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FROM THE DESK OF THE DIRECTOR
BY NICOLE  ARMSTRONG-BEST

Resource Corner

 

Exploring the Hohokam:
Prehistoric  Desert  Peoples of
the American Southwest .
Un ivers i ty  o f  New Mex ico  Press ,
A lbuquerque .
ht tps : //search . l ib .asu .edu/d isco
very/ fu l ld i sp lay?
v id=01ASU_INST :01ASU&tab=L ibr
aryCata log&doc id=a lma9910042
45859703841&context=L&search
_scope=MyInst i tut ion&lang=en

Religion on the Rocks:
Hohokam Rock Art ,  Ritual
Practice,  and Social
Transformation.  Un ivers i ty  o f
Utah  Press
https : //uofupress .com/books/re l
ig ion-on-the-rocks/

The Hohokam Mil lennium.
Schoo l  o f  Advanced  Research
Press ,  Santa  Fe .
ht tps : //www.unmpress .com/9781
930618817/the-hohokam-
mi l lenn ium/

Hi everyone:

I hope you all had a chance to experience the Indian Market and finished
your holiday purchasing from the great array of products the artists
provided! My jewelry collection continues to grow, even though I really
don’t need anything else…

As we go into a bright new year – can you believe it is 2026?- I want to
thank all of you for your continued support. We cannot get all the work
on our plates done without your smiling faces and multiple talents. And
if it is time for you to try a new area, go talk to Bill, our intrepid garden
volunteer who is now also working in the store. He cleans up well!

In 2019, we hosted an evening gala in celebration of the museum’s 90th
anniversary. The plan was to hold one every year, but we were derailed
by the pandemic and recovering took longer than anticipated. We are
now exploring bringing that event back, possibly this April. The previous
name of the event is no longer appropriate, after the museum name
change, so we have renamed it Harmony: Balancing Past and Present –
An Indigenous Sonoran Desert Experience. If you are interested in
helping with the planning of this event, please come see me! And of
course, we hope many of you will attend. More info coming soon.

Hopefully you have noticed the new wrought iron fencing that has been
installed around the whole museum grounds. This was necessary to help
us combat the many building material thefts that have recently
occurred. I am requesting a new front entrance gate next – automatic
open/close would be my preference!

The coming months are our busiest months, so thank you again for being
here and helping us take care of the only Ancestral O’Odham site
preserved in the City of Phoenix.

https://search.lib.asu.edu/discovery/fulldisplay?vid=01ASU_INST:01ASU&tab=LibraryCatalog&docid=alma991004245859703841&context=L&search_scope=MyInstitution&lang=en
https://search.lib.asu.edu/discovery/fulldisplay?vid=01ASU_INST:01ASU&tab=LibraryCatalog&docid=alma991004245859703841&context=L&search_scope=MyInstitution&lang=en
https://search.lib.asu.edu/discovery/fulldisplay?vid=01ASU_INST:01ASU&tab=LibraryCatalog&docid=alma991004245859703841&context=L&search_scope=MyInstitution&lang=en
https://search.lib.asu.edu/discovery/fulldisplay?vid=01ASU_INST:01ASU&tab=LibraryCatalog&docid=alma991004245859703841&context=L&search_scope=MyInstitution&lang=en
https://search.lib.asu.edu/discovery/fulldisplay?vid=01ASU_INST:01ASU&tab=LibraryCatalog&docid=alma991004245859703841&context=L&search_scope=MyInstitution&lang=en
https://search.lib.asu.edu/discovery/fulldisplay?vid=01ASU_INST:01ASU&tab=LibraryCatalog&docid=alma991004245859703841&context=L&search_scope=MyInstitution&lang=en
https://uofupress.com/books/religion-on-the-rocks/
https://uofupress.com/books/religion-on-the-rocks/
https://www.unmpress.com/9781930618817/the-hohokam-millennium/
https://www.unmpress.com/9781930618817/the-hohokam-millennium/
https://www.unmpress.com/9781930618817/the-hohokam-millennium/


What’s New in the Volunteer Program - An Update from
Amereece

Fingerprinting Procedure
We now have an approved Fingerprint Procedure along with billing accounts.
Volunteers who work with our school groups are required to have a Fingerprint
clearance card. Volunteers who are required to have a fingerprint card will
receive an email in January with instructions on how to complete this process.
If you receive this email, please complete this process as soon as possible. If
you have not received an email with instructions on completing the
fingerprinting process, it means that your volunteer position does not require
a fingerprint clearance card, and no action is needed from you. If you have any
questions about whether you need to obtain a fingerprint clearance card,
please feel free to reach out to me, and I can provide you with that
information.
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Volunteer Monthly Lunches
Starting this spring, we will have volunteer lunches on both Friday and
select Saturdays. The Saturday schedule will be subject to Museum
events and Community Room availability. I hope that having Lunches
during the week and weekends will encourage more volunteers to attend
the meetings and training sessions. I want these sessions to be
accessible to all. The schedule for Saturday is intended to allow more
volunteers to participate. These Lunches are catered and designed to
help with volunteer position training and general Museum knowledge.

Volunteer Board
I am still updating our Volunteer Board in the Museum Office hallway.
Several of you have decorated a jar for me to attach your photo to. Not
everyone has decorated a jar yet. If you'd like to decorate your own jar,
please stop by my desk for one. If you do not want to decorate a jar for the
board, that is perfectly fine. My nieces volunteered to decorate some jars
for us. I have decorated jars for you to pick from at my desk.I will also be
emailing anyone who has not decorated a jar or taken a volunteer photo to
arrange for these items to be completed.
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2025 Recap
2025 has been a wonderful year at SVM. 

Together, you have logged an approximate total of 7,418 hours. 

January:590 hrs.                   July: 433 hrs.
February:614 hrs.                 August: 433 hrs.
March:591 hrs.                     September: 529 hrs.
April: 655 hrs.                      October: 840 hrs.
May: 262 hrs.                       November: 762 hrs.
June:289 hrs.                        December:1,260 hrs.
That is approximately 2,235 more hours than 2024! 

We have had approximately 10,127 total Visitors at the Museum! 

January: 1,491                         October: 1,038
February: 1,543                        November: 1,712 
March: 1,763                            December: 1,223 
April: 1,357                               
May - September: Closed                
                                     
None of this would have happened without all of you! 

 Birthday
Shout Outs!

Some of  our  Vo lunteers  have
recent ly  had  a  B i r thday .  We

would  l ike  to  wish  the
fo l lowing  Vo lunteers  a  Happy

Bir thday !
D iana  Dean-Spurgeon

Bi l l  Enman

Please  note :  We do  not  inc lude
anyone  in  th is  l i s t  who  has  not
g iven  permiss ion  to  post  about

the i r  B i r thday .  



S’edav  Va ’ak i  i s  home to  one  o f  the  few remain ing
p lat form mounds  in  Ar i zona ,  and  preserv ing  such
a  large  earthen  s t ructure  i s  as  much of  a
communi ty  e ffor t  as  was  i t s  construct ion .  The
process  o f  us ing  Adobe  to  s tab i l i ze  the  s t ructure
is  done  in  a  manner  that  emulates  the  methods
used  in  the  or ig ina l  bu i ld ing  o f  the  mound ,
prov id ing  the  best  and  most  h is tor ica l l y  accurate
techn ique  to  ensure  the  s i te ' s  ongo ing
preservat ion .  For  many  years  now,  the  group
known as  the  Muds l ingers  has  completed  th is
work ,  and  the  act iv i ty  invo lved  very  much l i ves  up
to  the  name.  “Puddled  adobe” ,  the  construct ion
sty le  ut i l i zed  by  the  Ancestra l  O ’odham,  invo lves
the  throwing  o f  adobe  dur ing  app l icat ion ,  w i th
the  force  o f  impact  be ing  cruc ia l  in  ensur ing
proper  adhes ion ,  wh ich  i s  a  cr i t ica l  component  o f
any  earthen  arch i tecture  construct ion .
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Stabilzation of the Va’aki - 
A Mudslingers Update by Brian

 



From mix ing  the  adobe  us ing  mater ia l  at  the  s i te ,
to  hau l ing  buckets  and  water  to  the  throwing
i tse l f ,  our  vo lunteers  are  put t ing  in  the  hard
work  i t  takes  to  keep  the  cu l tura l  her i tage  o f  the
s i te  preserved  in  a  way  that  a l lows  our  v i s i tors
to  see ,  up  c lose  and  in  person ,  the  arch i tectura l
and  eng ineer ing  prowess  o f  the  Ancestra l
O ’odham.  S imi lar  h is tor ica l  s i tes  around  the
Southwest  ut i l i ze  more  permanent  and  modern
stab i l i zat ion  techn iques ,  wh ich  inev i tab ly
degrade  and  remove  the  essence  o f  what  makes  a
p lace  l ike  S ’edav  Va ’ak i  spec ia l .  By  preserv ing
the  s t ructure  in  the  same way  and  wi th  the  same
mater ia ls  i t  was  constructed ,  we  honor  the
legacy  o f  the  h is tory  o f  the  O ’odham in  the  Sa l t
R iver  Va l ley  by  ro l l ing  up  our  s leeves ,  s l ing ing
some mud ,  and  mainta in ing  one  o f  the  on ly
p laces  le f t  we  can  connect  to  the  past  th is  way .
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Stabilzation of the Va’aki Continued 

 



The  S ’edav  Va ’ak i  Museum Educat ion  Crew
has  been  busy  s ince  our  grand  re-open ing  in
October !  We ’ve  hosted  many  schoo l  groups
v is i t ing  mul t ip le  t imes  a  week  and  even  a  few
on weekends ,  inc lud ing  energet ic  robot ics
c lubs  in terested  in  archaeo logy .  We ’ve
pa inted  hundreds  o f  p laster  petrog lyphs  for
the  schoo l  c ra f ts  and  he lped  wi th  event  days
f i l l ed  wi th  educat iona l  in format ion  and
act iv i t ies  for  our  guests .  

A  huge  part  o f  how we are  ab le  to  accompl ish
a l l  o f  th is  i s  due  to  our  wonder fu l  vo lunteers .
Our  Engagement  Gu ide  Vo lunteers  have
stepped  up  to  g ive  in t roduct ions  to  schoo l
groups ,  as  we l l  as  present  the  ar t i fact  car t
for  f ie ld  t r ips  and  on  event  days .  You  have
pa inted  broken ,  p laster  p ieces ,  wh ich  are
then  g iven  to  s tudents  so  that  they  can
create  the i r  own petrog lyphs .  In  add i t ion ,  our
Engagement  Gu ide  Vo lunteers  have  he lped
pass  out  craf t  mater ia ls  to  schoo l  groups ,
insp i red  s tudents  to  be  creat ive ,  and  ass is ted
with  c lean ing  up  the  inev i tab le  p laster  dust
mess .  The  petrog lyphs  you  he lped  create  are
a lso  brought  to  outreaches  so  that  members
of  the  communi ty  can  part ic ipate  and  learn
about  the  importance  o f  preserv ing  sacred
s i tes .
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Volunteers Help Make Learning Fun - 
An Education Update by Adriana

 



 
A l l  these  fun  exper iences  are  poss ib le
because  o f  you !  Not  on ly  do  we  apprec iate  a l l
your  he lp ,  but  we  are  genu ine ly  so  happy  to
see  you  walk  through  our  doors  and  share  a
b i t  o f  your  l i ves  wi th  us .  There  are  some
exc i t ing ,  new deve lopments  tak ing  p lace  as
wel l !  We wi l l  soon  be  add ing  new educat iona l
act iv i t ies ,  wh ich  means  new opportun i t ies
for  vo lunteers .  We are  a lso  hop ing  for  new
outreach  opportun i t ies  and  would  love  our
vo lunteers  to  jo in  us ,  espec ia l l y  i f  you  are
interested  in  br ing ing  your  enthus iasm to  the
communi ty .

The  SVM Educat ion  Department  i s  very
gratefu l  for  a l l  that  you  do .  We wish  you  a
love ly  end  to  the  year  and  can ’ t  wa i t  to  see
you  in  2026! "
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Volunteers Help Make Learning Fun Continued

 



Come see  the  exc i t ing  changes  happen ing  in  the
store .  Thanks  to  our  wonder fu l  vo lunteers  and  the
ongo ing  e ffor ts  o f  the  S 'edav  Va 'ak i  Museum
Foundat ion ,  we  are  p leased  to  announce  new and
upcoming  changes  that  wi l l  expand  the  v i s i tor
exper ience .  We have  new products  f rom O 'Odham,
Hopi ,  and  Nava jo  ar t i s ts ,  and  we are  proud  to
d isp lay  featured  logo  i tems ,  inc lud ing  t -sh i r ts  and
hood ies ,  in  f resh ,  seasona l  co lors .  Our  newest
add i t ion  to  the  s tore  i s  a  love ly ,  g lass  d isp lay
cab inet  that  showcases  our  new i tems and  ar t i s ts
" in  a  new l ight . "  

Upcoming  improvements  in  January  wi l l  invo lve
rep lac ing  ex is t ing  s latwal l  and  remov ing  current
wood she lv ing  wi th  the  goa l  o f  open ing  up  the
f loor  and  creat ing  a  br ight  and  more  inv i t ing
space ,  not  on ly  for  our  customers ,  but  a lso  for  our
ste l lar  vo lunteers  -  Sh i r ley ,  D iane ,  D iana ,  B i l l  and
Ju l ie .  Thank  you  f rom the  bot tom of  our  hearts  for
your  generos i ty  in  making  the  s tore  sh ine .
Stop  by  the  s tore ,  see  the  new changes ,  and
cons ider  jo in ing  our  team.  I t ' s  a  great  learn ing
exper ience .  We prov ide  t ra in ing  on  the  po int  o f
sa le  system,  s tore  and  product  management ,  and
persona l i zed  exposure  o f  ar t i s ts  and  the i r  works .
The  s tore  i s  key  to  the  educat ion  o f  the  pub l ic ,  and
i t  i s  a  great  p lace  to  work .
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What’s New in the Museum - 
Changes Coming to the Museum Store 



The  48th  annua l  S ’edav  Va ’ak i  Museum Ind ian
Market  took  p lace  on  December  13th  and  14th  at
the  museum,  at t ract ing  hundreds  o f  guests .  The
event  featured  main  s tage  enter ta inment  by  var ious
per formers ,  inc lud ing  Tony  and  V io let  Duncan ,
Ch iCh ino  Sp i r i t ,  O ’odham Dance  Group ,  Gabr ie l
Aya la ,  and  Gert ie  N  the  T .O .  Boyz .  Food  vendors  l ike
Sunny  Concess ions ,  Tammy & Chr is ’ s  F ryBread ,  and
Chef  Mar io  E tc i t ty ’ s  The  Rez ,  an  Urban  Eatery ,
o ffered  de l ic ious  t reats .
The  K i :h im (V i l lage )  cu l tura l  demonstrators
prov ided  in teract ive  exper iences  in  act iv i t ies  l ike
bead ing ,  hoop  danc ing ,  s toryte l l ing ,  bow/arrow,
weav ing ,  basketry ,  drumming ,  and  gourd  ar t .  Nat ive
Amer ican  ar t i s ts  f rom var ious  locat ions ,  inc lud ing
Oklahoma,  showcased  the i r  handmade i tems for
sa le .
Guests  had  the  chance  to  exp lore  the  museum,  g i f t
shop ,  and  the  Va ’ak i ,  wh ich  was  a  hub  o f  communi ty
act iv i ty  for  near ly  1500 years .  Raff le  i tems donated
by  ar t i s ts  were  awarded  to  lucky  at tendees .  Mark
your  ca lendars  for  next  year ' s  market  on  December
12  & 13 ,  2026.
Cons ider  vo lunteer ing  for  next  year ’ s  market !  I t ’ s  a
fun  way  to  meet  rea l l y  n ice  peop le  and  make  a
d i fference  to  the  success  o f  the  Ind ian  Market .
Vo lunteer  pos i t ions  are  ava i lab le  in  many  areas-
Admiss ions ,  Raff le ,  Ar t i s t  Hosp i ta l i ty ,  Park ing ,  and
more .
Check  the  foundat ion  webs i te  for  in format ion  and
fo l low the  Ind ian  Market  Facebook  page  for  updates .

NEWS FROM THE VA’AKI PAGE 10

48  Annual Indian Marketth

 



Thank you to everyone who joined the
SVM staff for the annual Holiday Party.
We had a great time, and I hope
everyone enjoys their prizes. We even
had several members from the Arts and
Culture Department staff join our party,
as well as a member from the City
Volunteer Team. Our new Community
Engagement Coordinator, Stephanie
Joyner, called numbers for Bingo, while
Nicole raffled off prizes. Everyone
brought in a variety of wonderful dishes,
and it was truly amazing.

If you could not make the Holiday Party,
we still have a few goodie bags left over.
The next time you are in the Museum,
please see Amereece or Laura for a
goodie bag.  
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SVM Volunteer and Staff
Holiday Party
By Amereece
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IMPORTANT
VOLUNTEER DATES

January February

April

Apri l  18-
Harmony  Ba lanc ing  Past

and  Present  Event
Apri l  23rd -

Volunteer  Apprec iat ion
Dinner  

May 8  and 9th –
Volunteer  Lunch  /

Summer  P lans  for  the
Museum

t h

 May 18th –
Internat iona l  Museum

Day
 

May

March

March 13th -  
Volunteer  Lunch  /  Craf ts

and  Outreaches  
March 14th  -

 Anc ient  Techno logy  Day  

January 9  and 10  -
Vo lunteer  Lunches  /

Archaeo logy

t h t h

January 15  -  t h

Desert  Waterco lor  Craf t
January 24  t h

Teen  Vo lunteer
Or ientat ion

January 29  -  t h

Museum Scavenger  Hunt

February 12th -
We love  the  Desert

Craf t  N ight
February 13th  -

Vo lunteer  Lunch  /
Garden  and  Teen

Program 
February 26  -  t h

Museum Scavenger
Hunt


