


GRAVITY INTERCEPTOR
Water is slowed down by the inlet 
downturn which allows for gravity 
separation of solids  and grease. 
Water flows through the baffles 
between each compartment further 
separating out solids and grease 
until clean water leaves the 
interceptor through the outlet 
sanitary tee.

HYDRO-MECHANICAL 
INTERCEPTOR (TRAP)
Water is slowed down by the inlet 
baffle wall which allows for 
separation of solids and grease. 
Solids are blocked by baffles on the 
floor of the trap. Clean water leaves 
the trap through the outlet baffle.

IMPROPER MAINTENANCE
will allow material to leave the 
interceptor allowing solids and 
grease to enter the City’s sewer 
system. This may cause a blockage 
in the City sewer system or a 
blockage in your private line. 
Blockages can lead to sewer 
overflows which may overflow 
outside of a facility or backup within 
your facility. Holes in traps will allow 
pollutants to soak into the ground 
underneath the facility.

The longer a device is left 
unmaintained, the more grease 
can escape. As grease leaves the 
device, it can coat the inside of 
pipes. This can lead to frequent 
costly hydro jetting of sewer lines.

When an interceptor is not 
properly maintained:

Overloaded interceptors can 
backup and overflow.

Backups and overflows can 
force your establishment to 
shut down temporarily. 

Missing or broken parts allow 
grease to pass through the 
interceptor.

Grease over time becomes 
acidic and can corrode and 
destroy your interceptor.

REPLACING AN INTERCEPTOR
A permit should be obtained from 
Planning and Development 
Division located at 200 W. 
Washington Street. Pulling a 
permit ensures that the 
replacement meets City Plumbing 
Code and ensures that the 
interceptor is properly sized.

The City of Phoenix recommends 
purchasing traps made from 
plastics or stainless steel. While 
these are rust-resistant, they 
still need to be pumped on a 
regular basis.
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