
Start

No WSD 
MOPO review 

required

Submit private 
utility crossing 
request form 
with plans to 

WSD for review

Submit bore 
profile and 

MOPO

Provide WSD 
work dates. 
Street Utility 
Coordination 

section to inspect 

Yes

Submit bore 
profile and 

MOPO as fyi

WSD reviews 
impacts to 

existing facilities 
and provides 

stipulations with 
stamped plans

Minimal
Impacts

Major 
Impacts

WSD 
approves

Street Utility 
Coordination 

section to 
inspect

Is the new utility crossing or 
parallel to a:

• Water Main (24 inches in 
diameter or larger)

• Sewer Main (24 inches in 
diameter or larger)

• Sewer Force Main (8 inches 
in diameter or larger)

Open trench needs to 
maintain a distance 6 ft 
on either side of WSD 

owned facility

See below diagram

Is the new utility 
parallel to

 or crossing 
perpendicular?

Yes

No

Parallel

Perpendicular

Is the utility above the 
crown of the water or sewer 
main and does it maintain a 
minimum separation of 10 
ft* from the outside of the 
of the water or sewer main 

to the outside of the 
conduit or trench?

Is the utility crossing above the 
water or sewer main and 

maintaining a minimum of 4 ft* 
clearance from the top of the 

water or sewer main to the 
bottom of the conduit or trench?

No, Open Trench

No

Yes

Yes

No

* Changes reducing the approved separation or changes to the construction technique requires review by WSD

WSD New Utility Crossing Determination Flowchart

4ft min

6ft min6ft min

New 
Utility

Existing 
W/S

Diagram 1 - open cut trench minimum distances

Attend MOPO 
coordination meeting 

for WSD approval

Is this a 
trenchless 
technology 
installation?

Trenchless Technologies

• Horizontal Directional Drilling
• Horizontal Auger Boring
• Pipe Jacking
• Etc.

Trenchless Technologies

• Horizontal Directional Drilling
• Horizontal Auger Boring
• Pipe Jacking
• Etc.

 Obtain Utility 
Permit from 

Street 
Transportation 

Department

Coordination 
with Street 

Transportation 
Inspector. 
Complete 

preconstruction 
meeting and 

potholes.
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