May 1, 2020

CITY EVENTS
UPCOMING PUBLIC CITY MEETINGS




City Council Policy Session – 2:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 5, please click here to watch meeting
https://www.youtube.com/user/cityofphoenixaz.
City Council Formal Meeting – 2:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 6, please click here to watch meeting
https://www.youtube.com/user/cityofphoenixaz
Zoning Adjustment Hearing – 9:00 a.m. & 1:30 p.m. Thursday, May 7, please follow the link to
watch a tutorial on how to view the meeting https://youtu.be/tF5OI2zpLyQ
For more information on these and all other public City meetings visit:
https://www.phoenix.gov/cityclerk/publicmeetings/notices.

City Council meetings are live on Cox Cable Channel 11 and streamed live on
www.phoenix.gov and facebook.com/cityofphoenix. Past City Council meetings are posted
to YouTube at http://www.youtube.com/cityofphoenixaz.

DISTRICT 1 EVENTS:
DISTRICT 1 COMMUNITY MEETINGS

The City of Phoenix is continuing to take the necessary steps to protect its residents and help to
combat the spread of Coronavirus in the community. As a result, all community meetings and events
have been canceled or postponed.

COUNCILWOMAN THELDA WILLIAMS STATEMENT ON 2020 CENSUS:
UPDATE SINCE CENSUS DAY

It has been one month since we marked 2020 Census Day and the return rates show that as of April 30,
54.1 percent of households in Phoenix had responded to the census, which is slightly higher than the
statewide response rate of 52.6 percent, but still lower than the national average of 55.6 percent.
In Phoenix, the highest response rate of April 30 has been in the Ahwatukee area with 78.7 percent of
households filling out the survey and most of the outlying and rural areas have demonstrated a higher
return rate.
There are three ways to respond: iCount2020.info; 1-844-330-2020 English, 1-844-468-2020 Spanish; or
by mail.
As required by the United States Constitution, the federal
government conducts a census every 10 years. Census data is
used to distribute funding and determine elected
representation. Businesses, nonprofits and governments all use
census data to identify community needs, project growth and
plan for development. A complete and accurate count is
imperative.
There is a lot at stake for Phoenix in the 2020 Census. The
information the Census collects determines how more than
$675 billion of federal funding is distributed each year for
community services over the next 10 years. In Phoenix, the
census represents about $866 million annually. These vital
funds are used for programs and services including libraries,
transportation, education, public health, Head Start, senior
services, housing, arts and culture and more.
If you haven’t done so already, please respond and be counted now. For more information visit,
http://icount2020.info/.

CITY NEWS & EVENTS:
For the most updated news an information related to COVID-19 or Coronavirus, please frequently
check phoenix.gov/newsroom.

CORONAVIRUS BUSINESS
& RESIDENT RESOURCES
Please visit https://www.phoenix.gov/Resources for the latest updates to accessing resources.
Residents with questions about city services and programs are encouraged to call 602-262-3111 or
e-mail contactus@phoenix.gov.

CITY OF PHOENIX IMPACTED SERVICES
Please visit https://www.phoenix.gov/newsroom/em-and-hs/1054 for
information on City Services and facilities currently closed or impacted, and
City Services available online.
Read this information in Spanish. Lea esta información en español (PDF)
https://www.phoenix.gov/newssite/Documents/COVID19_Newsroom_Main_SP.pdf

PHOENIX PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
REMOTE VIDEO INSPECTION PROGRAM
The Phoenix Planning and Development Department continue
to provide Residential Remote Video Inspections during the
COVID 19 emergency.
Remote video inspections allow customers to make specific inspection appointments, freeing them from
multi-hour arrival windows that are necessary for in-person inspections. To see a video on how the remote
inspections work, click https://youtu.be/7cVZdMp8F8Y.
Permits for all these projects can be purchased online in the Online Project Tools section of the department
website at: https://www.phoenix.gov/pdd.
For more information please visit to https://www.phoenix.gov/pdd/remote-video-inspections.

PHOENIX DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS CAMPAIGN
The City of Phoenix Family Advocacy Center, the
Phoenix Police Department and the Arizona Coalition
to End Sexual and Domestic Violence are teaming up
to spread a message of hope and help for those facing
dangerous situations at home during the COVID-19
pandemic.
Domestic Violence Help! is a community initiative
launching today designed to share hotline and website
information so victims of domestic abuse can move
forward as survivors. Police has invited local radio
stations, TV stations and billboard companies to join
with us in spreading this important public service
message. The Phoenix Newsroom will have sharable
stories of survivors along with expert advice for people
who need help or know someone who needs help.
Why this message right now in the middle of a worldwide pandemic? Domestic violence calls are on the
rise. In the month of March, calls for service were up
more than 5% year-over-year. The first two weeks of
April, that number jumped to 15%.
While the causes of domestic violence are as varied as the individuals involved, we know the following
risk factors are increasing due to COVID19:
Stay at home orders and social isolation could put potential abusers closer to their victims
Victims may not have access to the same network of support systems through family and friends
Economic fears could add increased stress on both the abuser and their potential victim.
Domestic abuse is about power and control. Abuser may use COVID19 fears to exercise control over
their victims
• Victims may worry that shelters or other resources aren’t available because of COVID closures—
that’s not true. Help is available whenever you need it.
•
•
•
•

The following resources are available:
• The Family Advocacy Center: 602-534-2120
• Find resources at https://www.phoenix.gov/police/domesticviolence
• National Domestic Violence Hotline: 800-799-SAFE (7233)
• Arizona Coalition to End Sexual & Domestic Violence: https://www.acesdv.org/
• Remember if you can’t speak you can text 911.
We invite you to use your social media platforms to share this important message. Finding individual
and group support is crucial for victims to develop the strength required to leave the abusive situation
and make a better life for themselves.

PHOENIX PUBLIC TRANSIT SERVICE REDUCTIONS
BEGINNING MONDAY, MAY 4

Due to the continued impacts of COVID-19, the city of Phoenix Public Transit Department will reduce
bus service beginning May 4. To see City of Phoenix Operated Routes visit,
https://www.phoenix.gov/newsroom/public-transit/1161
The start of the service day will shift to:
• Monday - Friday 5 a.m.
• Saturday and Sunday 6 a.m.
The following service hours are temporarily eliminated:
• Monday - Thursday 11 p.m. to midnight
• Friday and Saturday 11 p.m. to 2 a.m.
The reductions allow transit resources to be focused on areas and routes with the highest needs and are
being adjusted to reflect ridership trends. As we do so, it is important to note that we continue providing
essential bus service to every community we serve. Our number one priority is the safety of our riders,
drivers and our entire community. As such, we continue urging our riders to use public transit for essential
trips only, and to plan extra time for trips as these changes may affect commute times. For more
information on impacts to Public Transit services visit https://www.phoenix.gov/newsroom/publictransit/1078
.
The following COVID-19 preventative measures remain in place:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Passenger limits on buses
Social distancing of 6 feet or more between riders
Passengers urged to use a mask or cloth face cover
Rear door boarding and deboarding
Driver's area separated with plexiglass
Hand sanitizer on buses
Contractors distributing PPE to drivers
Visual-only fare inspection
Enhanced vehicle cleaning

For more information on schedules visit valleymetro.org.

PHOENIX PARKS AND RECREATION

The Phoenix area has seen a swift increase in temperatures, with the century mark already being reached
in April. As this seasonal weather shift is underway, the Phoenix Parks and Recreation and Phoenix Fire
departments remind trail users to "Take a Hike. Do it Right." when enjoying the city’s desert parks and
mountain preserves.
During the warm weather months, Phoenix Park Rangers recommend hiking during the early morning or
evening hours when it is cooler and there is more shade. Hydration is important when participating in any
outdoor activity year-round, but is critical when the temperature heats up. Drink plenty of water before,
during and after a hike. Hikers should also practice responsible social and physical distancing guidelines
when on the trail. All trail users should follow these important and potentially life-saving hiking safety
guidelines:
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Watch the Weather: Yes, "it’s a dry heat" - but Arizona’s temperature can be deceiving and deadly.
Hike when it’s cool outside, try early mornings and evenings when there’s more shade.
Dress Appropriately: Wear proper shoes, clothing, hat and sunscreen.
Bring Water: Hydrate before you go. Have plenty of water, more than you think you need. Turn
around and head back to the trailhead before you drink half of your water.
Keep in Contact: Carry a mobile phone.
Team Up: Hike with others. If hiking solo, tell someone your start and end times, and location.
Be Honest: Do you have a medical condition? Asthma, heart problems, diabetes, knee or back
problems? Don’t push yourself! (Even trained athletes have been caught off guard by getting
dehydrated on Arizona trails.)
Don’t Trailblaze: Enjoy the Sonoran Desert’s beautiful and undeveloped landscape, but please stay
on designated trails.
Take Responsibility: Don’t be "that person" - the one who wasn’t prepared, shouldn’t have been
there for health reasons or ignored safety guidelines. Be the responsible hiker, who takes a hike and
does it right!

For the safety of pets, dogs are prohibited on any City of Phoenix trail when the temperature is
100 degrees or warmer. The Arizona Humane Society advises that temperatures in the 90s are
also unsafe for pets to be outdoors.

PHOENIX PARKS AND RECREATION:
FIRE BAN IN DESERT PARKS &
PRESERVES BEGINS MAY 1
The Phoenix Parks and Recreation Department will
put into effect its annual ban of open fires in the city's
desert parks and mountain preserves starting Friday,
May 1.
In consultation with the Phoenix Fire Department,
smoking and charcoal fires are included in the ban
due to the extreme fire danger that the combination of low humidity, increased temperatures, excessive
dry fuel from a wet winter, and frequent high winds create each spring.
The ban applies to Camelback Mountain, Deem Hills Recreation Area, Papago Park, Phoenix
Mountains Park and Recreation Area, Phoenix Mountains Preserve, Phoenix Sonoran Preserve, North
Mountain Park, Rio Salado Habitat Restoration Area, and South Mountain Park/Preserve.
The ban does not apply to the city's flatland parks.
For those using the desert parks and preserve land, the fire ban stipulates the following:
•
•
•

Open, wood and charcoal fires are prohibited
Propane or gas grills may be used, but only in established picnic areas
Smoking outside enclosed vehicles continues to be prohibited

Motorists traveling through or near Phoenix's desert parks and mountain preserves should use extreme
care with smoking materials and dispose of those only in their vehicle's ash tray.
To protect their homes, residents whose property borders the city's preserve land may remove dry
shrubs, brush and grasses, and trim dead branches from trees within the 10-foot strip of land that
borders their property. By creating this 10-foot “buffer zone" residents can help to protect their homes
from potential brush fires in the adjacent preserve land.
Preserve neighbors also should check irrigation lines and pool back-flush hoses to ensure that water is
not seeping into the preserve. Outside water sources encourage unnaturally dense vegetation growth,
which increases fire risk.
For general information regarding removing vegetation, residents can contact a Phoenix Park Ranger at
602-495-5458 or natural.resources.pks@phoenix.gov. Detailed information about Phoenix's 41,000-plus
acres of desert parks and mountain preserves, and 200-plus miles of trails, is available
at Phoenix.gov/Parks.
As the temperature increases and humidity drops this time of year, those utilizing the city's desert parks
and mountain preserves should use extra caution. Heat-related illness is common from May to October,
and generally occur because the victim has been overexposed to heat or overexerted their body based on
physical condition or age.

PHOENIX HUMAN SERVICES: HEAT RELIEF EFFORTS ADAPT
AS COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS
REMAIN IN PLACE
Record heat has arrived in Phoenix. Heat can
be dangerous, and when temperatures are
above 100 degrees, it is important for everyone
to stay cool and stay hydrated. Coupled with
the public health concerns brought on by the
COVID-19 health emergency (coronavirus),
staying informed about the resources available
to be heat ready is essential.
Due to the coronavirus, many of the regional
hydration stations and heat relief centers that would normally be in operation are not open, due to
concerns about social distancing. Heat relief will be available at 12 Salvation Army centers across
Maricopa County. The organization's emergency heat relief stations are available to anyone in need of
assistance cooling down. Additionally, Phoenix's Human Services Department (HSD) will also continue
purchasing water and distributing it to community-based providers that work with vulnerable
populations like the homeless and seniors.
“With the early start to high temperatures, we want to make sure water is available to the communities
that need it most. Due to the state's stay-at-home order, city buildings usually open to distribute water
and provide cool spaces on hot days are still closed, so making sure the people working with those in
need have the water to hand out is crucial," Tamyra Spendley, HSD's Deputy Director said.
Last year, the city distributed over 500,000 bottles of water. It is through donations of funds that the city
purchases and hands out water. Given the already urgent need for water, the city has already purchased
26 pallets of water to distribute through 35 community-based organizations.
To make a tax-deductible cash donation for water please call 602-677-6055.

PHOENIX SUMMER SAFETY

Please remember to NEVER,
EVER leave your children or pets
in your car!
To view Phoenix Police Sergeant
Tommy Thompson’s Safety video
message visit:
https://youtu.be/3BbHwoJZ7fw

PHOENIX STREET TRANSPORTATION
Youth Activity Books Deliver Important Safety Messages
Young people can learn how to safely cross streets,
access public transit, walk to schools and libraries
and more through City of Phoenix Street
Transportation Department's HeadsUp! Pedestrian
Safety Activity Book. The colorful, engaging
activity book is available in English and Spanish
at https://www.phoenix.gov/streets/headsup
Packed with lessons and fun safety activities, the
book is aimed at youth from ages 7 to 12. Parents,
grandparents or guardians who are looking for
educational activities can use the book as a teaching
tool by printing select pages or the entire book.

An online answer key is provided in English and Spanish as
well. To get the answer key, children complete an online safety
pledge that they can print and keep.
Learn more about the Street Transportation Department
at phoenix.gov/streets and follow the department on
Twitter @StreetsPHX.

PHOENIX PUBLIC LIBRARY E CARD
Your phoenix public library card now enables you to download books,
magazines, newspapers, music, movies, audiobooks, trusted databases and so
much more to your device anytime, anywhere with our eLibrary. Don't have a
library card? No problem you can sign up online to get started today by visiting
https://www.phoenixpubliclibrary.org/browse/elibrary.

ADOT: INTERSTATE 17 CLOSED IN NORTH PHOENIX
OVERNIGHT FRIDAY, MAY 1 FOR BRIDGE WORK
Motorists in north Phoenix should plan for a full closure of northand southbound Interstate 17 overnight Friday, May 1, while crews
pour the deck for the second new bridge over Happy Valley Road. The
Arizona Department of Transportation urges drivers to slow down
and use caution around construction personnel and equipment while
the following restrictions are in place:
Full closure of I-17:
•

I-17 will be closed in both directions at Happy Valley Road from 9 p.m. Friday, May 1, to 7 a.m.
Saturday, May 2. East- and westbound Happy Valley Road at I-17 will remain open.
o Southbound detour: Drivers can use the off- and on-ramps at Happy Valley Road to
exit and re-enter I-17 or consider exiting ahead of the closure at Jomax Road and using
southbound 19th Avenue between Jomax and Deer Valley roads.
o Northbound detour: Drivers can use the off- and on-ramps at Happy Valley Road to
exit and re-enter I-17 or consider exiting ahead of the closure at Deer Valley Road and
using northbound 19th Avenue between Deer Valley and Jomax roads

Travelers should plan for additional overnight restrictions in the project area through next week:

• North- and southbound I-17 will be narrowed to one or two lanes nightly from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m.
beginning Sunday, May 3, through the morning of Friday, May 8, and from 9 p.m. Friday to 7
a.m. Saturday, May 9.
Crews are scheduled to open the new diamond interchange at Pinnacle Peak Road later this spring. The
project is scheduled for completion this fall. Learn more on the project webpage,
https://azdot.gov/projects/central-district-projects/i-17-ti-reconstruction-happy-valley-rd-andpinnacle-peak-rd/pinnacle-peak-rd
With state highways essential to delivering goods and services, ADOT, its employees and its contractor
partners are dedicated to delivering transportation improvement projects during the current public
health situation. To learn more, please visit https://azdot.gov/covid-19-resource-center.
Schedules are subject to change based on weather and other unforeseen factors. For more information, please call the
ADOT Bilingual Project Information Line at 855.712.8530 or visit https://apps.azdot.gov/contact_adot/ and
select Projects from the drop-down menu. For real-time highway conditions statewide, visit ADOT's Traveler
Information Site at www.az511.gov , follow ADOT on Twitter (@ArizonaDOT) or call 511, except while driving.

COUNCIL DISTRICT 1 INITIATIVES
DEEM HILLS PROJECT UPDATE

The Parks and Recreation Department are excited to share the updated timeline for the Deem Hills
project.
The project will include the following new amenities:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

(1) new lighted volleyball court
(1) new lighted tennis court
(2) new lighted pickleball courts
Parking lot addition, +25 additional spaces
(1) Large group ramada
(3) Small picnic ramadas
.7-mile natural path trail with interpretive signs
Picnic tables
Benches
Drinking fountain

Workers will mobilize onsite the week of May 4; and begin salvage through mid-June. After which the
demo, underground work, piping and retaining walls will occur through August. The installation of
amenities, asphalt and lighting will occur in September through October.
The project is expected to be substantially completed by November 2, 2020 with punch list items
finalized by late-November. As with any construction project, if timelines need to be adjusted we will
let you know.

PHOENIX INTERACTIVE STREET CLOSURE
& RESTRICTIONS MAP – UPDATED MAY 1.
To view a listing of current or planned street restrictions please visit:
https://www.phoenix.gov/streets/street-closures.
If you have questions or need additional information about planned street
closures and restrictions, contact the Street Transportation Department
Right of Way Management Office at 602-262-6235 or email
rmp@phoenix.gov. For street closure alerts, follow the Phoenix Street
Transportation Department on Twitter at @StreetsPHX.

DON’T GIVE TO INDIVIDUALS, GIVE TO SHELTERS
To end panhandling, we must stop giving directly to individuals that panhandle.
Phoenix is full of compassionate and charitable citizens. They want to help those in need. However, giving
money to people panhandling doesn’t fix problems. To truly help those in need, you can support organizations
and services that provide long-lasting care. Please visit https://www.givesmartaz.org/.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Central Arizona Shelter Services
Andre House
Salvation Army
St. Joseph the Worker
UMOM New Day Centers
The Phoenix Rescue Mission
St. Mary’s Food Bank
And many more

For more organizations and information on how you can give or
volunteer, please visit the https://www.givesmartaz.org/volunteer.

FREE LAUNDRY SERVICES TO THE FAMILY OF FRONT LINE RESPONDERS
Thank you to Tide Cleaners and Tide Loads of Hope
for stepping up during this global pandemic and
offering free laundry services to the immediate family of
front-line responders who are supporting the Phoenix
area. To view locations near you visit
https://hope.tidecleaners.com/phoenix. This offer
remains effective through May 9, 2020. For more
info, visit https://hope.tidecleaners.com/.

NEWS & EVENTS FROM AROUND THE DISTRICT:
GLENDALE UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWS
Grab-and-Go Meal Service

GUHSD is concerned not only with student and staff safety but wants to ensure our students remain well
fed during our period of school closures. USDA guidelines allow us to serve meals during “unscheduled”
closings to those 18 and younger. Starting on Monday, May 4, Our Grab-and-Go Meal Service hours will
change to Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. at each GUHSD school including Apollo,
Cortez, Glendale, Greenway, Independence, Moon Valley, Sunnyslope, Thunderbird and Washington.
Breakfast and lunch meals are provided at the same time. Teens and children must be present to receive
their meals. No paperwork is required to participate. School closure updates will be available at the
following websites:
https://www.guhsdaz.org/
https://www.facebook.com/GUHSDAZ/
https://twitter.com/GlendaleUnionAZ

WASHINGTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWS
Ironwood Elementary Receives
Donated Chromebooks
Desert Financial Credit Union teamed up the Arizona
Cardinals to grant a surprise donation of 33
Chromebooks to Irownwood Elementary School! Earlier
this year, Sue Young, a fifth-grade teacher at Ironwood
Elementary, received a $5,000 'Adopt a Teacher' award
from Desert Financial to restock her classroom. During
the school closure, she requested to use the remainder of
her budget to purchase laptops for Ironwood students.
Desert Financial teamed up the Arizona Cardinals to provide an additional $11,000 for laptops. Check out
the 12 News story and watch Ironwood Principal Polly Schultz’s and Sue Young’s reactions to the surprise
gift from these very generous community partners of the #WESDFamily.
100 Refurbished Laptops Donated to WESD
Thanks to a donation by the Greater Phoenix Chamber
Foundation and Data Doctors, the WESD received
100 refurbished laptops to be distributed to students in
need. This community partnership provides essential
support for our #WESDFamily and we’re grateful for
the spirit of generosity during this time.

• Each child will receive breakfast
and lunch for five days.
• Make sure your trunk is clear for
placement of the meals.
• Walk-ups are encouraged to bring
a cart or wagon to carry the meals.

NEW TIME:
Weekly Packet Pickup at all
schools will be every
Thursday from 9-10:30 a.m.
starting Thursday, April 30.

DEER VALLEY UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWS

GREAT CHARITIES TO DONATE TO:

ARIZONA HUMANE SOCIETY
http://www.azhumane.org/get-involved/give-now/
CHILDHELP: 2120 N. Central Ave #130, Phoenix, AZ 85004
https://www.childhelp.org/ 602- 271-4500
PHOENIX CENTER FOR THE ARTS Love the arts? Want to help ensure that the
programming we offer here at the center continues for generations to come? Please visit:
https://phoenixcenterforthearts.org/support/
ANTHEM PETS Animal Rescue: A Voice for the Voiceless
http://anthempets.org/ 480-287-3542
ARIZONA PAWS & CLAWS www.azpawsandclaws.com
FETCH FOUNDATION: please go to the following site:
www.fetchfoundation.com/Newsflash/the-fido-bag-program
M.A.I.N. What We Do - M.A.I.N. - Medical Animals In Need, Dog Rescue in
Phoenix Arizona Kelly Ferreira 480-245-9203 President / Medical Animals In Need
www.medicalanimalsinneed.com Together we save lives!
MINI MIGHTY MUTTS for more information, contact Angie Crouse at 480-304-5654 or
info@minimightymutts.com Also check out our website at www.minimightymutts.com Mini
Mighty Mutts is a 501(c) 3 organization. We rescue the underdog!
OPERATION CARE FOOD BANK located in North Phoenix, a non-profit Christian
organization committed to helping those in need with food and clothing. For additional
information, please call 602-866-0135, or visit: info@operationcarefoodbank.org.

Thelda is tweeting! Follow her @TheldaWilliams1

CONTACT DISTRICT 1

