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New Foothills route draws criticism

By Kimberly Lamke
The Arizona Republic
July 8, 1999

Community leaders in the Ahwatukee Foothills know all too well about
the need for another route from their houses to Interstate 10, but some
said a new city proposal doesn't quite fit their needs.

Phoenix Councilman Sal DiCiccio, who represents the Foothills,
recently criticized the proposal as a member of the public, saying it was
planned without community input.

"This is just another instance where the city has kept the public out of
the process," DiCiccio said. DiCiccio, who said he discussed the plan
with Phoenix staff members last week, urged the Ahwatukee Village
Planning Committee leadership to stand up for the community's
concerns and tell the city what kind of solution it wants for the traffic
problems.

"If you don't, we'll (the community) become a pass-through town like
everyone else, and we'll have the same problems and concerns as
everyone else," DiCiccio said. He also said he believes the plan to be
driven by political concerns and development interests.

DiCiccio's comments were made during a recent meeting of the Village
Planning Committee to review the city's proposed answer to the 85,000
residents' traffic woes -- a parkway from Interstate 10 at Pecos Road
west to I-10 at 55th Avenue.

The village government was given the proposal by city staff to study
before considering the plan at the next Village Planning Meeting on July
26.

Essentially, the proposed roadway would curve around and, in part, cut
into South Mountain hillsides, providing a route to relieve traffic
crammed into the four access routes now available from the community
to I-10. The parkway would provide a fifth way for locals to get to west
Phoenix via [-10.

The area studied for the roadway is a 22-mile corridor and would
traverse through parts of the Phoenix Mountains Preserve and the Gila
River Indian Reservation, if built as proposed.
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According to Jim Baughman, a Phoenix city planner, the proposal has
been given to the Tribal Council for review.

No approval for the plan has been given.

"This plan is in no way set in stone," Baughman said. "We have a long
way to go before the project could be approved for construction."

Although the plan is still in the "draft" phase in which changes can be
made, he said initial responses from community groups have been
positive. .

[f communities have concerns about noise, alignment of the roadway or
other aspects, their input will be considered.

Doug Case, chairman of the Ahwatukee Village Planning Committee,
said he will urge the group to participate.

"I'm not real keen on having staff-driven plans shoved down our
throats," Case said. "But we as a group do recognize that this is a
divisive issue in our community and we'll do our best to represent the
diverse interests in the village."

Case said there is almost a 50-50 split between people who favor a
"back door road into the community" and "people who don't want
transient traffic in the village."

Phoenix planning staff held its first public review meeting with
residents of Estrella Village in west Phoenix on Tuesday. Their
Planning Committee voted, 7-0, to approve the plan concept proposed
by the city.

On July 13, planning officials will meet with the South Mountain
Village Planning Committee, followed by the Ahwatukee group.

Community meetings to receive public input will be held Aug. 30-31.
The Phoenix City Council is scheduled to hold a hearing on the proposal
Oct. 20.
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‘***‘i“ City apologizes to Gila River
Community over parkway plan

By Betty Beard
The Arizona Republic

The Phoenix city manager apol-
ogized Monday to the Gila River
Indian Community’s governor for
the city’s failure to notify the
community before circulating a
plan to put a stretch of the

proposed South Mountain Parkway

on the reservation.

‘Gov. Mary Thomas, the commu-
nity’s leader, complained in a
letter to Mayor Skip Rimsza that
the community was caught off
guard two weeks ago when city
planners began distributing prelim-
inary plans for the 22-mile park-
way.

“We were taken aback that this
came out in this fashion and that
we were not notified,” Thomas
said Monday.

City planners apparently caught
a number of people by surprise by
circulating the plans for a parkway

to link west Phoenix to Ahwatukee’

Foothills. _
Those surprised included Ah-

“watukee Foothills residents and the

Phoenix mayor and city manager.

“I did not know and I know the
mayor didn’t know that the plan-
ning department was working on
this draft plan. I got it the same
time it went public,” City Man-
ager Frank Fairbanks said.

“Phoenix Councilman Sal DiC-
iccio, who' represents Ahwatukee
Foothills, was incensed.

“You don’t draft a plan and
then say ‘OK, here’s our plan and
what do you think of it?" Dis-
cussions should occur before the
planning occurs,” he'said. ;

However, Phoenix planning di-
rector Dave Richert said many
apparently forgot that the parkway
has been planned for four years.

Most of the parkway would be
on Phoenix land except for about
a mile that planners penciled in on
the Gila River Indian Community
to avoid the expense and environ-
mental damage of cutting into

South Mountain.

Fairbanks said the proposal had
so many details that it led people
to believe it’s the only route being
proposed. Richert, however, said
that was never the intention and
that the proposal was always
meant to be a “work in progress
.document.” : :

The roadway would give Ah-
watukee Foothills its first exit to
the west and would give west
Phoenix residents a quicker route
to Tucson. '

The plan has already been
approved by three west-side vil-
lage planning committees and was
scheduled to go before the Ah-

watukee Foothills committee for
its recommendation next Monday.
Phoenix planners also- scheduled
public hearings Aug. 30 and 31
and planned to take the proposal
to the Planning and Zoning
Commission Sept. 22 and the City

- Council on Oct. 20.

If approved, city and state
officials  would have to find
funding and negotiate with the
Gila River community for a
right-of-way.

But Fairbanks wants to start the
planning all over. He wants the
city to consult with Ahwatukee
Foothills and Gila River residents
as well as to consider the idea of

not building a road at all.

- Thomas said the Pima and
Maricopa Native American com-
munity does not want South
Mountain cut either.

i A —_ +
“There’s a religious significance

to that mountain,” she said.

- She said the community doesn’t
see any obvious benefits to having
the road on its land, but said the
community is open for discussion
in the future. “We need to discuss
it formally and then take it to the

council.” :

Betty Beard can be reached at (602)
444-7982 or at betty.beard@pni.com via
e-mail.
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City Pulls

‘Pecos
After

Ian

Complalnts

By Doug Murphy
Staff erter '

“It's a plan that the city of -

Phoenix is stuffing down our
throats,” was how council-
man Sal DiCiccio described
a proposal to extend Pecos
Parkway to the west, around
South Mountaln Park to I-

But not anymore. '

| . The proposed plan was-
‘| dropped two weeks after
| copiés were distributed to
the Ahwatukee Foothills

Village Planmng Comrmttee

on July 6, the sdme: day that ~
public hearings -and reviews
were held in the western part :

of Phoenix on the proposed
parkway extension.

| - With the plan on an appar~

| ent fast track, local vrllage

-| planning committee mem- -
| bers were- shocked because_'.—\
they had not been consulted_
‘| and had hoped to conduct a
community survey. to gauge

local support for opening

Ahwatukee Foothills to the -

| | west and ending Ahwatukee

Foothills unofficial title as -

| the world’s largest oﬁl-de-
B R N P

|- /On Monday, the city -
|announced that it would °

pull the plan, pendrng com-

- munity mput

- “I think the plan was_
" released by the planning

department prematurely,
said city manager Frank

“Fairbanks Monday after-

noon. “We should have had
more discussions with the

~Gila River Indian

Community and Ahwatukee
Foothills before it went out.”

The Gila River Indian
Community opposes the
plan that projects Pecos

-Parkway to go either

through a mountain on the

_southern edge of South |-

lountdm Park that the
G1la s consrder sacred, or

.dl"_()pplng down onto the flat

lands - of ‘the Gila River
Indian Community itself.

-'-'More importantly, they

obJeeLed to being kept in the
dark on the preplanning.
“We remain very con-

_cerned that your office did

not commumcate 1ts mtent

"_'.:to ‘circulate a plan of this
‘nature, prlor to. distribu-
 tion, given'the key role the

Communlty would have in

“the: proposed pro]ect

wrote Gila River Indian

__Cor'nniu'nily' .Governor
.. .Mary V.” Thomas -in .a
scathing Ietter to Mayor

Skip ersza last Week

' _more “Pec_os" see page A{I-_ '
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‘Pecos’ -
from page A1 * -
 Copies of internal city e-mails confirm that
the Gila River Indian Community was in"the
dark during the plannmg phasc of the road
extension. :

“At this time the Planning Department has had
very little contact with them, it was only yester-.
day (June 30) that_the Gila River Indian Com-
munity received a draft copy of our Mitigation
Plan,” wrote Phoenix freeway mitigation planner
Charla McCoy sent to city staffers asking if they
had any contact with the Gila Rjver Indian Com-
munity over the proposal to use their land as an
option for the alignment of Pecos Parkway.

“Everyone was out of the loop,” said D1Crcc1o
on Saturday. )

- Fairbanks concurred, saying Monday that “It
just moved too quickly and we have to listen

. more. We need to gather some more input bcfore
*“we put a plan out” -

-

< The people who would be affected in Ahwatu-

«kee Foothills weren’t contacted before the plan -
-was drafted and the people on who’s land the

roadway might go weren’t asked about it
beforehand either, complamed DiCiccio, who

- like Falrbanks didn’t see the plan until it was

released by the planning department.

According to city planning director Dave .
-Richert, the draft plan was simply that, “a work-
ing document,” open for input from citizens and -
not set in stone. It is city policy to extend the
roadway, said Richert, and the city planning

staff wants to makc sure. that the road stays a
parkway with as-many amenities as possible,
and does not turn into a freeway. -

In February, during his state of the city
address, Rimsza announced that he wanted to

~ see Pecos Parkway completed to the west, “pro-

v1d1ng a quick, mexpenswe way around South

Mountam and giving our customers in Ahwatu-

kee Foothills another way in and -another way
it.” At that time DiCiccio said that it was
important to “see what the community pulse is,”
regarding the merits of going west. _
Fairbanks said that the plan would be pulled
on Mond_ay,_ at the Ahwatukee Foothills Village

Planning Committee meeting, after people have °

an opportunity to make their comments. _
“We need to gather some more input before
we put a plan out,” said Fairbanks. .
“Nothing is set in stone,” reiterated Richert.
“No one wants any back lash from what actual-
ly gets constructed in the future. If there other
alternatives that work, we will pursue them.”
New community meetings will be scheduled

to gather input before another plan is drafted

followed by additional public hearings.

The planning committee meets at 6 p.m. at the
Ahwatukee Foothills Senior center located 3t
5051 East Elliot. ' :

A
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' Indians Not Consulted on Pecos
~ Extension, Either

- ; By Doug Murphy
g, Staff Writer

g "It's a plan that the city of Phoenix is stuffing down our throats."
. So City Councilman Sal DiCiccio described a proposal to extend
" Pecos Parkway to the west, around South Mountain Park to I-10.

¥ Now the Gila River Indian Community has waded in with its own
. opposition to the plan, especially about being kept in the dark on
= the planning.

SESESNSSSSSR' The proposal was dropped in the lap of the Ahwatukee Foothills
CLASSIFIED i Village Planning Committee on July 6, the same day that public
- ' hearing began.

SEARCH ARCHIVES ¢ ) . .
R [ ocal village planning committee members were shocked, because
72 s they had hoped to conduct a community survey to gauge local
Made With A Mac support for opening Ahwatukee Foothills to the west and ending
Ahwatukee Foothills' unofficial title as the world's largest
cul-d-sac.

Front Page | Community |
Education | Sports | Home & ) ) ) )
Leisute | Crime | Features | Wrote Gila River Indian Community Governor Mary V. Thomas

in a scathing letter to Phoenix Mayor Skip Rimsza last week, "We

Opinion | Classified | Search

—— Alm ~ remain very concerned that your office did not communicate its
- : “;it:l;“ Foothills §,tent to circulate a plan of this nature, prior to distribution, given
Pho;:nix, AZ the key role the community would have in the proposed project.”

The city's plan projects that Pecos Parkway will either go through
a mountain on the southern edge of South Mountain Park that the
Gilas consider sacred, or will drop down onto the flat lands of the
Gila River Indian Community itself.

Messages left by the Ahwatuikee Foothills News with the Gila
River Indian Community had not been returned by press time.

But copies of internal city e-mails confirm that the Gila River
Indian Community was not involved during the planning phase of
the road extension.

"At this time the Planning Department has had very little contact

with- them; it was only yesterday (June 30) that the Gila River
Indian Community received a draft copy of our Mitigation Plan,"

1 of 2 10/14/99 10:34 AM
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wrote Phoenix freeway mitigation planner Charla McCoy to city
staffers, asking if they had had any contact with the Indians over
the proposal to use reservation land as an option for the alignment
of Pecos Parkway.

"Everyone was out of the loop," said DiCiccio on Saturday. The
people who would be affected in Ahwatukee Foothills weren't
contacted before the plan was drafted, and the people on whose
land the roadway might go weren't asked about it beforehand,
either," said the councilman.

According to city planning director Dave Richert, the draft plan is
simply that, "a working document," open for input from citizens
and not set in stone. It is city policy to extend the roadway, said
Richert, and the city planning staff want to make sure that the road
stays a parkway, with as many amenities as possible, and does not
turn into a freeway.

In February, during his state of the city address, Rimsza
announced that he wanted to see Pecos Parkway completed to the
west, "providing a quick, inexpensive way around South Mountain
and giving our customers in Ahwatukee Foothills another way in
and another way out." At that time DiCiccio said that it was
important to "see what the community pulse is," regarding the
merits of going west.

Now the road extension appears to be a fait accompli.

The community will be able to comment on the plans to mitigate
noise and to provide amenities like greenbelts and trails at Monday
night's meeting of the local planning committee.

"Nothing is set in stone," reiterated Richert. "No one wants any
backlash from what actually gets constructed in the future. If there
other alternatives that work, we will pursue them."

The planning committee meets at 6 p.m. at the Ahwatukee
Foothills Senior center at 5051 E. Elliot Road.

hitp://www.ahwatukee.com/afn/community/articles’'99072 1b.html
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South Mtn. Freeway debate

Candidates present their views
The Ahwatukee Republic invited the four candidates for Phoenix City Council in District 6 — incumbent Sal ©iCiccio and challengers Dana Marie Kennedy, Nathan

R. Oshop and Barry Paceley — to briefly give their views on the proposed South Mountain Freeway. Their responses appear on these pages. The primary is Sepl. 1and early
voling is under way.

Zh allcngﬂ ‘problem
requires cooperation
throughout village

oppose the proposed 10-lane frov
wiay through Ahwatukee.
I've lived in our community for
23 vears, 1 talk with you in our stores,
aur restaurants and our parks. 1 know
how divided this is for vou and for our
families. Some in our
community strongly op-
pose the freeway: others
strongly support it. Somwe
are looking for acompro-
mise, such as a parkway
that prohibits truck traf-
- fic though vur commu-
SAL nity.
_biaccio Ahwitukee was given
I the short shrift in plan-
ning this corridor. While others™ needs
have been considered, Ahwatukee has
been pretty much handed a 10-lane plan
without adequate conversation about
alternatives.

My approach on this — and compli-
cated issues with multiple perspectives
and passions — is to gather terested
partics and discover what's really im-
portant to all of them, then find what
best answers those key necds.

Together, we will come up with an
Ahw: atukee solution ta this. When the
cavironmental report is complete, we'll
Enow more precisely what we're facing.
1 will then assemble individuals from all
sides i one room, and reasonable peo-

ple will come up with i reasonable sola-

lmn Althourh the state has final say. |
believe we will have a forceful voice in
the final sutcome.

The very way we've resolved other
problems in our community is how we
will solve this ene — by wnrkln;{ to-
e ther,
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G&b’fé;ﬂ As you dre certainly aware, the Loop 202
Is @ huge concern for so many local residents.
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By KELLY MIXER
AIWATUKEF FOOTIRILLS
NEWS

As enpected, the
fLoop 202 freeway
wias o hot lopic at
Wednesday  nights Dis-
triet 6 candidate forum at
the Abwatukee Country
Cluby, with all four candi
dates soying they would
not supporl blasting
a hole through Sauth
Muountain.

All the camiilates
vyving borthe Lhistyet 6
Phovmy Cily Couneil
seal, which includes
Abwialukee Foolhulls,
the Sept. | eleetion were
i attendonee Wednes
day evening: Sal DiCiecio,
Dana Marie Kennerdy,
Nathan Oshop and *
Barey Paceley

“When | was on
the councll belore |
was opposed to the
freeway and 'moop-
posed fa the frecwny
lodiy,” DiCiceio said, 1
waz the fivat person to
call i meeting with eny
congressional delegation
to diseuss  alternatives
Remermber | ive oal here
too, I'm wnpneted
oy the decisions we
make.”

Kennedy  empha-
siaed she s “agamst
any  proposal  that

MORE FORUM » PA:E 15

el il RN A W

] %ﬂar position on this issue and, if elected, what

(\(-1 ;\,05.'(\: We.o.
Goticl, Aedel

LOOKBACK. — _

é]}t 0 & 77 Counclhnaﬂ Sal

; D\Ciccio wns rc-clécted with abmii o:".
percent tjf‘the yote, 'despilm h-bing criti= -

cized’ A"' ora ‘Republic in'three

-anfol' over . fouf-day pe::lotl )ust be:

.c election; ‘At his victory party

homes In tecognition for their work he
prcscnted edch wnh 4 new pau‘ of ten-
nis shoes.

ced his ‘parents; PaulandNico- -
OF PAsSINg. out literature to 12,000
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Councilman: Put Loop 202 on reservation

By Cathryn Creno

THE ARIZONKA RE>VLABLIC

e .

t.hroush South Moun.am
" Park. The $1.9 billion pro

l. . ject is part of the V.
% wide Loop 202:

It would connect Inter-
donts'.  State10and Pecos Road in
ove . Chandler to [-10 and 5¢th
 Avenue in west Phoenix.
Arizona Department of
. Transportation maps
_'since the 1980s have
n shown a future freeway
ex llongPecos,oneofPhoe--
o . Nix's - southernmost
", Streets,
L DiClccio said Monday
mhm plﬂ‘detﬁa that neither ADOT. nor
ade has passed two reso- - M‘i‘f has "’f‘&“‘fgf ;‘t:"d
e e would coutder foewey,
tribal n-_: AL k) ———
The committee, formed |, _ Rt T .
by DiCiccio, expects to fi- P T ST AT
nalize its ‘today and i S
forward. the  request in.| -PEUPIEREIC '_'—f'_" (e
wmmgtothcmtcsfn& A i ot

i Gﬂas a real tﬁmposa] that
. has real teeth in it. A
posal with -a -timelj ne
moﬂd be dthe re- {
ing to do.”
Alia Maisonet, a Gila
River Indian Community
spokeswoman, confirmed

a Count} Assocl-
Governments Re-

" Mari
ation o
gional - Council is ex-

‘ pected to vote on a plan to
build the South Mountain. |

- Freeway along  Pecos

_for decades, nearly all the  happened and the Gila
land needed has been ac- . -Community  suddenly
quired and it would be ed its mind, the cost
p:ohxbmvely costly - w wwl be huge. We could

change direction now. another half
- “ADOT hus already ac- bmm doﬁars. Even if we
quired about 90 percent :had, another half billion
of theland it needs for the - dollars to d on trans-
(South Mountain Free- . portation in the . \ralle)-
way) right ‘of -way,” An- ‘there are other projects
derson said. . out there we would need

““Even ' if * something ' the money for”

-she said.

Arricle ¥

that neither stitée nor

. county officials hm.'
podr g Wme 2

toputl.oo 2ozonxri.bd
land, Butpshe said ‘the

-mbilconncilhnnvke

considered the matter in+’

+ ternally and twice voted.
Aagainst it, although she

noted that dm.qoundl

could change its’mind.

“Things can’ t__' e
P;-' -..I

Tt ot e

umothy Tait

phmm\:y thnai: Gﬂx&m
ver .

ofﬁcu.lshawbnnleftout

ﬂemwhlle dm(}’
cmwpomuon of,
Eric Anderson, ‘said he

; mr:{:pathcuc with Ah-

ents who

;-'don'mrant tolivenexttoa

“freeway. But he said the
ph.ns h:\'e been on'maps
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inunily Lo eotisider allowing the
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'Counclirnan Sal
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-cludos -local - rosldonts and
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twpw'ly oty trinal Jand, Tt -

business owners. like ﬂlck
Savagian. (right), - ovner  of

"Moumamgrde Marllal Arts,...
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anilles of . lovhl tosidents fo.
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LOUP 202

FROM PAGE 1

Jor present to the GRIC for build-
ing the now scaled-aack eight.
lane freeway south of Pecos and
around South Mountaln instead
of through it

YAl the end of the day, if the
Gilas =ay no, at Jeast we'll have of-
fered them something concrete,”
DiCiccio said.

. He =aid the problemn with Ari-
sona and the tribe has been one of
wulture. Aricona thinks along the

hnes of acres needed for a free-

way and dollars per aere.

Bur DiCiecio said that land is a
precious commaodity to the tribe
and not something o sell or give
away lyrhtly

“If land i an extension of their
body, vou need to give them back
more than veu take” DiCiccio
suid,

Doug  Nintzel, o spokesman

for the Anzona Department of
Transportation  (ADOT),  sud
that nis sgency has honornsd the
tribe’s two resolutions opposing
the froeeway, but huis been open Lo
alternative routes on their land

“We have contlinaxd to come-
municate with GRIC officials and
have emphasized that we'd be
willing to talk should that stance
change,” Nitzel zaid.

DiCiccios propaszl, which is
still in the infant stages, include:

« Working Lo resolve the issue
of heavy truck traffic on HIst Av-
enue that culs through the Kom-
atke community and has been a

through a corner af South Moun-
tain Park and then north to Eiter-
state 10 pear 55th Strect,

The Maricopa Association of
Governments (MAG), which over-
sees the Valley's transportation
projects, is set to vote this month
on the revamped Loop 202 plan
as o priority project in the Valley's
transportation sys.em.

Getting ADOT and MAG o
change directions and conzider
an alternate routs, even if o deal
could be put together involving
the federal, state and county gov-
ernments, could be diflicult.

“Their actions smow a predeter
mination,” to follow the original
1985 plan despite growth wred de-
velopment in the area, said Chad
Blostone, a memb2r of DiCiccio’s
group aad a member of the Foot-
hills Homeowners  Association.

sore point with GRIC for years.

* Land swaps with tie tribe,
whicn could include Bereau of
Lanc Management acresge in the
Estrella Mountains on the west
side of the reservation, i return
lor awreage tor the proposed (ree-
way, as well as other pasels the
tribe needs,

“The Gilas have been madigned.
but riobady has made a gmod faith
proposal,” said  DiCicdo, who
hopes o broker a deal Lat costs
less than the current $19 billion
price tag and ends up solving
the needs of Ahwatukee Foothills
resicents, as well as Gila River In-
dizan Community members.

But after years of planning
and meetingz, ADOT h: s almost
finished a draft environmental
impact statement that s jows the
friemens fallawane Peecs Road,

“T"ev've never had a desire W
seek alternative”

Jut Rick Savagins,  another
member of DiCiecios team, suid
that master plans can, and often
do change during the planning
pracess,

“It’s (ADOT'= and MAG's) dutv
to explore every opportunity,” he
sazd Tuesday:

While MAG and ADOT now
cosider the freeway a top prior
ity for funding and coastruction,
the: history is an up and down
roler coaster of strong and weak
susport.

Freeway history

Designed in the mid-1980s as
a vuy to move people and prod-
ucts around the Valley the South
Mountain Loop 202 was quickly
pit on the back-burner when
construction tunds ran low. The
city of Phoenix proposed a park-
way around the mountain, but
that was rejected by ADOT. Then
sone entrepreneurs attempted t
generate support for o toll road,
but that also fizzled.

ADOT  brought the project
bick to hfe i 2001, forming a
Ciizens Advisory Team to make
supprestions on updating the okl
1935 plan and take o account
the: rapid growth in Ahwatukes
Feothills and on the west side in
Laveen. But when the team rec-
onmended one route, based on
two years of study, taen ADOT
director Viclor Mendez chose Lhe
original 1985 route and one out of
every three advisory team mem-

For more w0 0N
Councilman Sal DiCiccns
pruposal, visit:

wwiv.sm202.com

1o sce ADOL official South
Meovraain Loon A2 Web «re:
http//www.azdot.gov/
Highways/Valley_Freeways/
Loop_202/Soath_Mountain/
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bers q it in protast.

Meunwhile, the cast of the free-
woy grew, from an original $900
millior: to £1.1 billon to $2.4 hillion

At the same ~ime, funding for
freeway constru *tion, based upon
a half-cent sales tax passed by
voters, i down for the fimst time
ever, thanks to he cconomic re-
cession. But projects slated for
funding from the sales tax con-
tinue Lo grow, creating a $5 billion
gap that grows cach month.

Now MAG has changed posi
Lions, saying that an eight-lane,
£1.9 bllion freeway, which would
fit into the origimal 1985 footprint,
would do the job, saving un esti-
matec $500 mil ion.

Once MAG has decided the
new parameters for the freeway,
ADOT is expectad to finish a draft
Environmental  Impact  State-
ment, which will then be released
to the pubhic for comments before
the final EIS s inshed and a de-
cigion on constraction is made.

CONTACT WRITER:
(480) £98-7914
or amurphy @ anwatukee com
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_-a]ong'Pecos Road has emerge
sue in the race for the P

-determme freeway mute

By athryn Creno

E REPUBLIG | AZLENTRAL COM

Council District 6 seat.
How much say would a Phoenix
cil member actually have in the debate
over whether to build a state freeway in
Ahwatukee Foothills and through the
South Mountain preserve?
Officially, none.

“There is absolutely no city vote on it, -

and there will be no city vote,” Phoenix
City Councilman Sal DiCiccio said. “The

" freeway is not under the jurisdiction of

the city.”
The Mancopa Association of Govern-

ments is charged with coming up with =

the plan and funds for the freeway exten-
sion, which would connect Loop 202
from Chandler to west Phoenix. The Ari-

zona Department of Transportation will

conduct required federal environmental

studies and, once plans are approved

build the fret,wa)’
Still, state and local officials say Phoe-

nix has plenty of indirect mﬂuence on the :

matter.

“The freeway is not a done deal,” said
Timothy Tait, community 1elat10ns for
the state transportation department.

“Phoenix does have a lot of influence.
Not with Phoenix City Council per se, but
through MAG. Phoenix has a major influ-
ence through MA!

DiCiccio, who faces three challengers

| in the Sept. 1 election for his seat, said

that is why the freeway issue surfaced as
a hot issue in a recent candidates forum

sponsored by the Ahwatukee Foothills.

Chamber of Commerce.

“MAG does make the final determma-
tion on whether the fteeway is built,”
DiCiccio said. “But that does not mean
the city of Phoenix and I cannot be a
forceful voice in the conversation.”

The latest plan for the extension of
Loop 202 calls for an eight-lane 22-mile
freeway through Ahwatukee and the
South-Mountain preserve,

The cost would be $1.9 billion and con-

| Proposed I.oop 202/
‘South Mountain Freeway

earproposed 1983.

posecl size: Eight lanes |nclud|ng
ree lanes in each dlrectlon plus two
-.carpool lanes.

Proposed length. 22 miles, startlpg at :
Interstate 10 and Pecos Road and endlng

. atl-10 and 59th Avenue.

Proposed exits: Desert Foothllls Park- :
way, 24th Street, 40th Street, 23rd Ave-
nue and T?th Avenue. :

: _Projected cost: $1.9 blillon :
Projected start of constmct:on: 2017

Online: View the draft of the Martcopa
Association of Government’s latest pro-
“posal for the South Mountain Freeway at _'_;-}_
WWW. mag.maricopa.gov/ 5
detail.cms?item=10445.

" Source: Marlcqpa A_ssncnah_oﬁ of Government .

structmn could begm by 2017, said MAG
transportation director Eric Anderson.

There has been no public-discussion of
the latest freeway plan. The MAG Re-
gional Council and the MAG Transporta=
tion Policy Committee have copies of the
draft and will meet for a discussion in Oc:

: tober.

In March, MAG planners proposed'
building a 45-mile-per-hour parkway for,
Ahwatukee’s section of the proposed
South Mountain Freeway, That plan re-.
placed an earlier proposed 10- lane free— :
way. =
The so-called Arizona Parkway would
have been an eight-lane roadway and a
pattern of routing traffic turging left into -
a system of U-turns every /s-mile,

That proposal did not satisfy Ahwatu= -
kee residents who want no freeway ex-"
tension at all, Anderson said. -

Also, he snd there were concerns that -
aparkway w ould lengthen travel time for -

See FREEWAY Page 5
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stie at debate

By Cathryn Creno
THE REPUBLIC | AZCENTRAL COM

The economy, city services and public
fety were topics of debate among four
ndidates competing to represent Ah-
atukee as well as other parts of Phoenix
the Sept. 1 City Council election.
But the extension of Loop 202 from
nandler to west Phoenix was clearly the
v Ahwatukee issue Wednesday night at
debate hosted by the Ahwatukee Foot-
lls Chamber of Commerce.

In the race, Ahwatukec residents Dana
aric Kennedy and Nathan Oshop and
‘cadia resident Barry Paceley are com-
'ting against incumbent Sal DiCiccio

o AL Lt Thlabuliak £ oant
W POOCINX S LU LG U 3.

DiCiccio, also an Ahwatukee resident,
as been in the office since February,
‘hen he was appointed to the post by the
1ty Council.

Nond of the candidates said they favor
suting a freeway through Ahwarukee.
roposed plans for the South Mountain
‘reeway extension also call for cutting
hough part of South Mountain so the
reeway can connect the East Valley 1o
vest Phoenix. '

Buteach would approach the issuein:
lifferent way.

DiCiceio, 51 and president of a real es
ate development company, has said pre
riously that a decision on Loop 202 mus
e made by the end of this year because
‘esidential and other property owners
tlong the route are in limbo and cannot
sell their property.

6@ I have already called
together our congressmen,
state and county officials and told

them it's a non-starter.”

sal DiCiceio
District ‘6 City Council candidate

He said he has informally discussed
possible alternative routes with Gila
River Indian Community representatives
and has met with federal, state and
county officials about the current pro-

posal.

“I have already called together our
congressmen, state and county officials
and told them it’s a non-starter,” he said.

Paceley, 52 and the owner of a general
contracting firm, said his strategy would

be to delay the project as long as possible
while workixg to encourage construction
of the freeway south of Ahwatukee on the
Gila River Reservation,

“My preference is let’s not rush into it,”
he said. “Let’s get it right. If it's another-
25 vears, what's the problem?"

He also said he would like to see the
East Valley and west Phoenix connected
along Arizona 85, south of Ahwatukee.

K;:medy and Oshop had less concrete
ideas, but said they would support the
comumunity in any opposition to freeway
plans.

*I will not support a 202 freeway that
blasts a hole through South Mountain,”
said Kennedy, 41 and executive director
of a non-profir to encourage women to

run for public office, Emerge Arizona,
and communications director for the Ari-
zona AFL-CIO. "1 would fight it tooth
and nail.”

Oshop, 30 and a Circle K clerk, said his
goal would be to bring about community
consensus on whether the freeway ex-
tension should go through Ahwatukee
and “finding peace with the 202 situa-
tion,”

Throughout the evening, which drew a
crowd of about 100 to the Ahwatukee
Country Club, DiCiccio emphasized his
accomplishments during his time in of-
fice, while the others criticized Phoenix
for its economic problems and recent
cuts to city services,

“We have a crisis in leadership,” Oshop




said. “The incumbents lack vision.”

Oshop said he has plans to boost tour-
ism to Phoenix and also to encourage
business partnerships with companies in
South American countries such as Brazil,

“Let’s give people a reason to come to
Phoenix other than to get to Scottsdale,
the Grand Canyon or Sedona,” he said.
“We need to get money back to Phoenix
We need to ereate jobs.”

Kennedy, who has a background as a
social worker, said she would work to
streamline red tape for businesses that
need city permits, encourage voluntee-
rism at comununity centers and other
programs that have experienced cuts and
focus on bringing high-paving “green”
jobs to Phoenix.

Facu Y T iMoste s s vareem s see s
focus, saying he would “always be on the
neighborhoods’ side” in fights against
possibly disruptive business develop-
ment. He also outlined a program that
would allow police officers “more boot
time” on the streets and less booking sus-
pects into jail.

DiCiccio, meanwhile, discussed his of-
forts that have resulted in a parmership
between Phoenix and the Ahwatukee
Foothilis Chamber of Commerce to help
new businesses get through the permit-
ting process faster.

He also cited a plan to have a private
organization reopen and serve meals at
the shuttered kitchen at Pecos Commu-
nity Center, and a program in which vo)-
unteers from the American Legion and
other community groups will develop
trails on new undeveloped parkland in
west Ahwatukee,

The four candidates also discussed the
need to encourage Phoenix residents to
shop in Phoenix to hoost city sales-tax
revenues,

Oshop proposed that  Ahwanikee
should have a community festival “at
least once a month.”

“Street festivals would be amazing for
Ahwatukee,” he said. “Let’s draw people
from Scottsdale here instead of us going
there.”
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By Cathryn Creno
THE_REPUBLIC | AZCENTRAL.COM

A Maricopa Association of Govern-

ments committee is expected to approve a

plan today to extend Loop 202 for 22
miles through Ahwatukee and South
Mountain Park, connecting Chandler to
Laveen with an eight-lane freeway.
The MAG Transportation Policy Com-
mittee meets at 4 p.m. in the MAG Sa-
guaro Room, 302 N. First Ave., in Phoenix.
The planned South Mountain Freeway
would cost $1.9 billion — about $570 mil-
lion less than an earlier 10-lane freeway
proposed by transportation officials. It
would start at Interstate 10 at Pecos Road
and end at I-10 and 59th Avenue. ;
After today’s vote, the MAG Regional
Council is expected to give ﬁna] approva]
to the plan Oct. 28.
Many Ahwatukee 1‘051dents oppose the
extension of the 202 through the commu-

nity and South Mountain, saying the traf- -

fic would bring noise arid pgllutlon ancl

‘possibly harm wildlife in the park. -
“Even though we are in this big city of

Phoenix, “it’s like our own little town in

- Ahwatukee,” said Brian Smith, who has -

volunteered time on the South Mountain
Citizens Advisory Team, a board that ad-
vises ADOT on commumty f-reewav im-
pact.

nity in a place like Phoenix. A freeway
coming in could destroy that.” -
-Smith also said MAG’s plan would cre-
ate “significant, irreparable” 'damiige to
South Mountain Park.
‘Chad Blostone, a longtlme freeway op-

ponent who now ‘heads an eight-member

committee to fight the freeway put to-
getlier by Phoenix City Councilman Sal
' DiCiccio, said he does not believe the free-
way would help alleviate traffic conges-
tion in Ahwatukee or on Interstate 10. He
thinks most drivers are heading north to
work in the mornings, not west.

“The freeway plan is not-about citi-
zens,” he said. “It’s about trucks that need
to bypass downtown Phoenix and get to -
~warehouses in west Phoenix.”

Not so, say freeway supporters hke
those in Laveen who are counting on the
202 to bring economic cle\(,lopment to
their side of town.

“Delaying the freeway any longel is
holding up progress,” said Phoenix City
Councilman Michael Nowakowski, who
represents District 7 in west Phoenix.

“In Laveen, we need development. We

_“It’s hard to have thatsense of commu-

- DAwD_KAl_jLUBKIR_Eéu_:'-'_'_:-
A city of Phoenix sign marks the 'propo’Sec_l-{;
South Mountain Freeway extension at 24th
Street and Pecos Road g

need a hospltal We want more retall D_ef-
velopers have told us that we need the
freeway to come through for this to conmie
ln »

He appealed to fleeway opponents to
consider the traffic needs of metro Phoe:
nix, not just their own part of town.

“We need to look for the betterment of -
the whole city of Phoenix with the Loop |
202,” Nowakowski said: “We don’t want
to become another LA with trafﬁc jam af-
ter traffic jam.”

Some Ahwattikee residents are starting
to say it’s time to stop the debate and make
a decision.

Most. homeowners and real-estate

salespeople with listings near the ﬁeeway
path acknowledge that the bad economy
is hurting the housing market. But the}r
'say the freeway debate is making thmgs
even worse.

‘Susan Miller is a real-estate sales--
woman who has a listing in a neighbor- |
hood right next to one that would be tak:
ing out by the freeway. A few years ago,
the 1,600-square-foot house near Desert.
Vista High School would have be snapped
up quickly. But it has lingered on the mar-
ket for more than 100 days, even at a re-
duced price of $199,000, Miller said. *

“It’s been awful ~ one complication af-

* ter another,” she said. :
“Two yeal s ago, these homes apprmsed

/4/1 waﬂ/’éf&b
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‘South Mountain -
Freeway proposal
Year proposed 1985,

"Proposedsize Elght Ianes including
three lanes in each dlrectlon plus two
carpool ianes

Proposed leng‘th 22 mr!es, startmg
" atinterstate 10. S

~ Proposed exits: At Desert Foothills
- Parkway, 24th and 40th streets and
23rdand 17th avenues. -~

-Projected cost $1 9 balhon
Pro]ected start of construction 2017 ‘

. O_nllne. .Vl_e_w th_e d_raf,t of t_h_g Marlco_pa
Association of Government's latest
_proposal at www.mag.maricopa. gov/ o

"detali cms"atem—'IOrMS

: Snurc-’ Ar!zoﬂd Depa Lrnent DlTransportahc-'l
Maricopa ‘Assaciation of Governments.

at $950, 000 ” said Brldget Shaffer, who _
lives in anothei‘ subdivision near the free-
way path called Foothills Reserve. “I had
my home appralsed a year ago at-
$575,000. I had it apprmsed four months
ago at $350,000. - -

“When I first moved here a year ago, we
could not have cars in the street, basket-

ball hoops out front, garbage cans sitting -

out and bushes and trees and hedgcs had
to be trimmed. Now, anything goes.’ ;

- “Let’s get the people of Ahwatukee out
of their ambiguous situation,” MAG
Transportation Director Em Anderson
‘said.

Anderson and other MAG officials met
last week with DiCiccio and other offi-
_cials andagreed to a proposal by the coun-
ccilman to talk with members of the Gila
River Indian Community -about routing
the 202 south of Ahwatukee on tribal -
land..

- But Anderson said people who live in
Ah_wat_ukce should not hold their breath.

“We want to accommodate the council-
man’s desire,” Anderson said.

“But we also talked with a representa-
tive from the Gila River Indian Commu-
nity and they confirmed that they have a
(tribal council) resolution in place against
the freeway on tribal land. The tribe has
accepted that the freeway will be on Pecos
and they want to move forward and taik
about traffic interchanges.”

/”“l : ~r
T'mellne

1983: The Maricopa Assocnatlon of Gov- .
ernments, or MAG, begins planning a free-
way network for metro Phoenix. It includes

. a South Mountain Transportation Corridor

around South Mountain between Interstate
10 and Chandler Bou!evard and I-10°and

; Blst Avenue.

1985 Maricopa Cou nty voters approve a
-~ half-cent sales tax to fund construction of
_ the MAG Regional Freeway System. Itin-
' cludes plans for a 22-mile freeway con-

necting I-TO in Chandler wlth I-101in west

- Phoeniix. -

1088: Prellmlnary plans for the South

Mountain Freeway are sketched out. A de-

- cision is made to put the freeway along Pe-
~cos Road in Ahwatukee S e

- 1994: Because of a state iundlng shortfall
‘the 50uth Mountam Freeway is put on hold.

Officials begm_ discussions about a pri-
vately funded toll road in the South Moun-
tain Transportation Corridor. ]

1996: A consortium of private companies -
proposes to build the South Mountain
Freeway as a toll road. The consortium lat-
er changes its mind, saying the pro;ect is
not financially feasible.

1999: The Arlzona Department of Trans-
portation announces plans to accelerate
completion of the regional freeway system,
including the South Mountain Freeway.

2001: ADOT begins a formal study of the
South Mountain Freeway area.

2004: Voters approve extending the half-
cent sales tax to continue regional freeway

- “funding. The plan includes the South

Mountain Freeway.

2007: At public-information meetlngs to
receive input from the community about &
the planned freeways, there is heated de-
bate about the Pecos Road alignment for -
the South Mountain. '

2008: A proposal for a 10-lane South
Mountain Freeway linking Chandler to west
Phoenix through Ahwatukee and around
South Mountain is formally discussed. -

2009: MAG planners reduce the size of

the planned freeway to eight lanes to re-

duce costs. Planners reject a proposed
parkway through Ahwatukee with a speed
limit of 45 mph, saying it would create traf-

fic'snarls.

Sources: Arizaria Department of Transportation,
Republic research.
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Future of 202 in Ahwatukee to clear
By Allison Hurtado, Ahwatukee Foothills News | Posted: Tuesday, February 24, 2015 6:00 am

In a matter of weeks the future of the contentious
South Mountain Freeway could be clearer for Valley
residents.

The final portion of the Loop 202, the South Mountain
Freeway, has been on the books since 1985, but a lack
of funding and interest has kept the project from
moving forward. People in favor of the freeway say it

will bring much needed economic development to
Laveen and improve traffic congestion on Interstate Loop 202

10, but the freeway is seeing serious opposition from PARC President Pat Lawlis, right, and
environmentalists, emergency planners, and
Ahwatukee Foothills residents living close to the

Secretary Connie Squires stand on the
western side of South Mountain, on
proposed path. Saturday, June 29, 2013, where the planned

If the freeway is built as currently proposed, close to  Loop 202 would cut through the ridges.
200 homes will be destroyed in Ahwatukee Foothills, ~ [David Jolkovski/Special to Tribune]

as well as a popular church, Mountain Park

Community Church. It will be built close to homes and above ground, which many residents fear will
cause too much noise and pollution.

“If you look at the 202 there is every reason why it’s not a good freeway,” said Phoenix City
Councilman Sal DiCiccio, who has been involved with the South Mountain Freeway since *90s when
he was asked to negotiate with the Gila River Indian Community. “The first thing is proximity to
homes. It’s right there. The second is the proximity to the mountains and a preserve that wee consider
to be an icon in the city of Phoenix. There’s also noise reverberation going to be happening off the
mountain. The final one is they’re going to be cutting through South Mountain Park.”

DiCiccio said he’s seen other freeways, like the Paradise Freeway, get cancelled for much less.

“It’s going to be $1.9 billion dollars,” he said. “If they can’t work out a deal with the neighbors to the
south I don’t see a reason for this freeway ... There is no logical sense for this freeway to be built. A
small percentage of Ahwatukee will support it, but I don’t see the benefit.”

The Gila River Indian Community (GRIC) voted in February of 2012, asking community members if
they would like to see the freeway built on GRIC land, in Phoenix or not at all. The tribe voted

http:/iwww .eastvalleytribune.com/local/chandler/article_917319fe-b38e-11e4-8316-ffaB2165a1a4.htimli?mode=print 1/2
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against building the freeway. Attempts to bring back the vote with only an on tribal land or off have
been unsuccessful.

Sandy Bahr, of the Sierra Club’s Grand Canyon chapter, said the group has been against this freeway
from the very beginning, mainly because it feels it’s unnecessary and poorly placed.

“We have a lot of freeways,” she said. “What we don’t have a lot of is alternatives to vehicles. That’s
something that’s been lacking a long time ... there’s still a lot more we can institute there. Building a
new freeway is an old school way of dealing with transportation and it seems to be the answer the
Phoenix area goes to.”

Ahwatukee’s most outspoken opposition is from a non-profit called Protecting Arizona’s Resources
and Children (PARC). The group includes HOAs, members of the Gila River Indian Community,
environmentalists, emergency planners and residents. PARC submitted a 300-page document to the
Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) during the public comment period of the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement full of reasons, from experts, it opposes the freeway. The group
says ADOT’s environmental study ignored the sacred nature of the mountain, effects of pollution
from vehicle emissions, and necessary emergency planning.

ADOT has filed its Final Environmental Impact Statement for the South Mountain Freeway. It
expects a Record Of Decision (ROD) to be released early this year.

A Facebook post from Rep. Ruben Gallego, who has been very involved with the freeway,
advocating for it to be built, said he expects it to be out in March. PARC has said it plans to file a
lawsuit stopping the freeway once the ROD is released.

* Contact writer: (480) 898-7914 or ahurtado@ahwatukee.com.

hitp:/lwww .eastvalleytribune.com/flocal/chandler/article_917319fe-b98e- 11e4-8316-ffa82165a1a4.html?mode=print 2/2
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Interesting... hitp:/Avww. phoenixnewltimes.com/. .. /councilman-sal-diciccio-co....

Like

b,

© Comment -~ Share

=1 5 Sal DiCiccio I think for those interested should look at my clear record regarding the

freeway. _
I've been consistently opposed since the 1990's of the freeway. I Believe I've been the only

political person who has lifted a finger to get it off of Pecos. I've personally donated
approximately $1,000 to PARC. I believe I'm also the only political person who submitted a
written letter in opposition for the EA I am wondering if you have asked others in leadership
what exactly they have done to oppose the freeway?

Also, it is critical to note that I have no say or no vote on the freeway. It is a state and federal
issue. I even took the steps to get Phoenix to take a vote on this issue even though we have no
say on the alignment

I hope this answers the questions.

If you are interested in directing this negativity it should be on the state and federal
representatives who can actually do something about it

Even though I represent the city I still took steps to stop it.

I am an avid hiker and love the mountain. The thought of a freeway cutting a gash through it
is sickening. It is one of the few places we can go to be still inside a large city, but gave the
peace and beauty of our state.

16hrs Like - o97

a2 Lisa Thomas Thank you for your insight and clarification Sal. We have always supported

i
("

you in our family and felt we had shared beliefs.

I3hrs Like

Vicky Glover Sal DiCicclo, can your explain why we should be sympathetic, "when the
Loop 202 extension will affect all of Ahwatukee. But one person stands to benefit in a big
way from it going through — while just about all the citizens he supposedly represents will
suffer."?

15 hrs - Like

Pat Lawlis To be fair, I will confirm that Sal is a PARC member and has donated about

224 $1000. He was our only ally when we presented to the City Council, and he did request that

the Council discuss the freeway. He was ignored. On the other hand, the city could fight
ADOT about blasting thru South Mountain and taking land from the park/preserve. But
without help in the council, Sal can't do that himself. BTW, have YOU donated $1000 to
PARC yet?

tilrs Unlike - 56
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{14) PARC (Pioecting Avizona's Resowrces & Children)

for her projects. IMO she is an extreme leftist. She has introduced or supported many bills
into laws that are anti-consumer. If interested, do some research. She is certainly not our ally.
I see her as out only for her own benefit, not ours.

4lns  Edited Like - @91

Sal DiCiccio I think there are three options to look at here. All should be pursued. The first is
the current plan of the lawsuit. That is probably the most important one. In any case it gets
you time. Lawsuits are not cheap and require more than conversations on Facebook. You
have a good attorney. Getting help from the associations is a good strategy that has helped
you well. But, a door to door campaign with volunteers will help even more. Calling your
friends for financial help too. Personal donations are best. Yes, even $20. If you go out to
dinner you will spend $50 so why not give a dinner here

Second, attacking Sinema is a bad idea. She could be your best ally here. I know you've tried
for a meeting, but find those that are connected to get that set up. We are a diverse
community and influential people on both sides of the isle. She is very close to the current
administration and they see her seat as one that could change hands. This would be a huge
victory for her solidifying a republican area. Again, see her as a potential ally and treat her
that way.

Third, this current administration is left. Use allies from your group to reach out at the federal
level. Your help, if you get it, will be from organizations on the left.

Finally, it is ok to not like my political views. Yes, I am a fiscal conservative. Quite frankly
everyone should be fiscally conservative. Without money you can't do the program's you
want accomplished. But, look at my record on this issue and look and see if any other
political person anyone has been outspoken on this and even lifted a finger. Phoenix has no
say on this alignment.

I do have an interest in a piece of land south of Pecos acquired prior to being on the council
and prior to the alignment set. That was publicly disclosed because I put it on my public
disclosure forms. The forms do not require me to do that and I did it in any regard for full
disclosure as 1 have done with my other investments.

Look at my history on this issue. It has not changed from the 1990's well before many have
come to our community. Look at the meetings I helped set up. Chad Blostone above knows
how hard we worked several years ago just to get the state to pay attention to this cause. How
many meetings we had from legislators to the state land department to no avail. This is a state
and federal issue and the hope is to get them to stop it

3 hrs - Edited - Like - 25

Carol McCracken Davis Great info and insight! Thank you for stepping in here.
2 hrs - Like
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14 his - Like - o

2 Blair Hougkion Shining a light on DiCiccio might make him do something other than pet us.

PLT0 14 hrs - Like - @92

¢ Sal DiCiccio Thank you Pat. Just something I didn't want to get into. Donations to your
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organization is critical. Also there are people who can really stop it. If the Feds dry up the
matching funds...it stops. I'm not of the party in control(], but the current administration only
needs to pick up the phone. As with the members of that same party. This is not that
complicated. I am sorry I can't do more and wish I could. I've had meetings with Tribal
members, leaders of the state and tried to get at the least a council vote. There will always be
those who want to attack, and I'm good with that. Just that it should be at those who are on
the other side thanks again.

14 hrs - Like - @22

Jonathan George Bartlett Hi Sal DiCiccio. Thank you so much for your post and indication
of your support! Can you counsel us on how to politically maneuver our position so as to
improve it? What SHOULD we do to get attention?!! Thanks!!!

14trs Like - 92

Blair Houghton Still not convinced you're not on the other side. Results would help.

14 hrs - Like - @21

" Chad Blostone I recall speaking to that reporter for another article she wrote about Sal yrs

ago. Was clear to me her objective was to write a hit piece on Sal. The freeway was
incidental. Judging by statements on this thread she has an audience — those that dislike Sal
regardless of what he does to represent them on the freeway issue or any other. Never
understood why Sinema gets a pass on this issue and Sal hammered. This project needs $750
million of future, yet to be appropriated, federal funds. The threat of holding up those funds
may make the bonds ADOT needs to pay the PPP developer upfront undesirable. But she’s
not doing that. The exact opposite. She couldn’t be more supportive.

13 hrs - Unlike - 92

' Chad Blostone I get why she’s supportive. It’s made her a ton of campaign cash. But [ don’t

get how she’s escaped being even remotely held accountable let alone challenged. She gets a
complete pass.

13 hrs - Like - @21

Jim Brophy I wish we could take the politics out of this for a moment, and with Sal
DiCiccio's help come up with a plan of action in ADDITION to continuing to fund PARC in
its legal fight. Like Mr. DiCiccio, we have donated to PARC way more than we could really
afford (meaning it went on the credit card), and will do so again whenever possible. After all
the lawsuit is the best chance of stopping this boondoggle. But let's not just point fingers at
the "other party" and act like there's nothing we can do anymore. That's not really helpful. As
a politician you are judged on your effectiveness and results as well. There is another
Facebook thread going around showing demolition with asbestos signs within a stone's throw
of our schools. Can our local politicians please take a closer look at this and perhaps make a
few calls to look into it, for starters? Fair or not, elected officials are also judged on "what
have you done for me lately." T do, however, appreciate any donations to PARC!

13hrs - Like #9565

Carol McCracken Davis Thank you, Mr. DiCiccio, for speaking up here. Your guidance
through the system would definitely help. Sinema is definitely not for the people. She helps
business against people. Take a look at her track record. We've watched her for awhile.
Business are useful to her through their donations. Government is useful for her getting funds
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