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602-261-8793 City Volunteer Program 

602-262-6441 Pothole Repair 

602-495-7014 Graffiti Busters 

602-275-5886 Drug Activity 
(Anonymous) 

602-495-0597 Block Watch 

602-262-7493 District 8 Office 

602-495-5125 Street Light Repair 

602-262-7844 Neighborhood 
Preservation 

602-262-7251 Illegal Dumping 

602-534-2120 Domestic Violence 

602-262-6151 Abandoned Vehicles 

Important  
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A Message from Councilwoman  
Kate Gallego 
 
Dear Neighbor, 
 
As fall comes to Phoenix, things get really hectic in our city.  
As the weather starts to cool down, Phoenicians realize this 
is the time of year that inspires us all to live here.  With the 
school year in full swing and the holidays right around the 
corner, District 8 in October can be described in one word: 
busy! 
 
While the weather is nice now, many residents of District 8 
have spent the last couple months cleaning up from historic 
flood damage.  Here at City Hall, we’ve been clamoring to 
anyone who will listen about the need for resources for flood 
victims.  I gave the Mayor, my Council colleagues, and 
representatives from offices of Senators Flake and McCain 
a personal tour of the flood damage. We are making some 
progress, slowly but surely.  Still, I am frustrated with the 
process and will keep doing everything I can think of to get 
more resources for our neighbors.   
 
Here at City Hall, we are working for District 8 on lots of 
fronts.  October is G.A.I.N. (Getting Arizona Involved in 
Neighborhoods) month, and we attended events across 
District 8 to help engage neighbors in their communities.  
We’ve also been able to make some progress: we have 
exciting news regarding Light Rail and a new corporate 
headquarters in District 8, and are trying to keep citizens 
engaged in planning our future infrastructure. 
 
If you ever have any questions or concerns, I invite you to 
call our office at (602) 262-7493 or reach out to us via email 
at council.district.8@phoenix.gov.  Have a great fall! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Councilwoman Kate Gallego  



Flooding in District 8: A 
Recovery Update 

 
District 8 has weathered historic storming over the last couple months. We had four 
different storms that led to flooding in District 8 during August and September, and most 
of the flooding was in a volume unseen in living memory. This catastrophic damage 
damaged neighborhoods across the district; some neighborhoods in Laveen and South 
Mountain will not look the same for a long time to come. 
 
In addressing these floods, we tried at the District 8 office to attack the problem on 
several levels: working with city, state, and nonprofit leaders to bring about the quickest 
and smoothest recovery possible, working with neighbors in addressing concerns about 
the conditions that led to flooding, and trying to secure resources to make the changes 
to our infrastructure. It is our hopes to encourage the City of Phoenix to build 
preventative methods against any potential future flooding. 
 
The City of Phoenix launched Recovery Information Centers in District 8 at Fire Station 
57 during two of the recent storms, providing resources and information to affected 
residents. Fire stations across the district distributed sand for sandbags, and worked to 
secure donations for residents, such as donated mobile storage units from Mobile Mini, 
District 8’s newest corporate community member. 
 
In trying to get as much help to as many residents as possible, our office worked 
tirelessly to try and find solutions. We often found ourselves frustrated with the 
bureaucracy and red tape involved in trying to secure resources, encountering 
senseless FEMA policies that seemed designed for hurricane zones, not desert floods.   
 
We encountered some small victories. The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) is 
giving low-interest loans to storm victims looking to rebuild.  More information about 
the SBA loan program can be found at the Travis L. Williams Center at 4732 S. 
Central Ave. in Phoenix on M-W from 8-5pm until October 30th for victims of 
August flood incidents, with online applications available until November 10.  
Victims of the September storms have until December 1.  Contact our office for 
more information. Councilwoman Gallego gave personal tours to the Mayor, her 
Council colleagues, and representatives from Senators McCain and Flake’s offices to 
underscore the need for assistance for storm victims and flood infrastructure 
improvements in District 8. In addition, Councilwoman Gallego traveled to Washington, 
DC to try to lobby FEMA and other Federal government leaders for more resources.   
 
Councilwoman Gallego is telling anybody who will listen one message: storm victims in 
District 8 are hurting, and we need resources to help them and prevent anything like this 
from happening ever again. 



Welcome to District 8: 
Mobile Mini, Inc. 

 
 
Councilwoman Gallego is excited to welcome a new company to District 8!  Mobile Mini 
is a leading supplier of portable storage solutions that employs 300 people at their 
corporate headquarters. They plan to create 150 more jobs over the next several years.  
Mobile Mini recently announced they are moving their headquarters to District 8 in 
December, and will be headquartered at 4646 E. Van Buren St.  You can learn more 
about Mobile Mini’s move to District 8 here: 
http://www.bizjournals.com/phoenix/news/2014/09/19/mobile-mini-moving-
headquarters-from-tempe-to.html 
 
If your company is interested in moving to District 8, let us know at 
council.district.8@phoenix.gov. 
 

My Plan PHX 

 
 
My Plan PHX is the General Plan for the City of Phoenix.  This important document 
helps set out our community’s future for the next 10 years.  A draft is now available for 
public comment!  You can check it out at http://www.myplanphx.com/. 
 



The City of Phoenix invites you to come give your feedback on My Plan PHX at the Plan 
PHX Summit at the Phoenix Convention Center on Saturday, November 15.  Mark your 
calendars. 
 
 

Let’s Talk Transportation! 
 
The City of Phoenix has launched the Citizens Committee on the Future of Phoenix 
Transportation, a 35-member committee that will develop a plan for the future of the 
city’s roadway and public transportation system.  They want your input! Visit 
talktransportation.org and let your voice be heard! 
 

 
 
 
 

Fighting Blight: Taking Steps 
for Our Neighborhoods 

 
 
 



Many neighborhoods in District 8 and throughout the city of Phoenix face the challenge 
of blight: often-times abandoned properties serving as magnets for crime and taking 
away the beauty of our vibrant neighborhoods.   
 
One step helping to improve our neighborhoods and reduce blight is taking a more 
aggressive stance against habitual offenders—those property owners, who often live 
out of state or city and repeatedly ignore citations from city officials. Though city officials 
attempt to work with them they continue to fail to maintain their properties.  
 
Councilwoman Gallego co-chaired the Blight Lien Ad Hoc Committee, a committee of 
community leaders who will make recommendations to the Phoenix City Council for 
steps to be taken to penalize these habitual offenders.  Stay tuned: The Councilwoman 
Gallego and the other committee members plan to bring their recommendations forward 
in November in order to take action by the end of the year! 

 
 

Councilwoman Gallego’s 
Visit to Mexico City 

 

 
 
In early October, Councilwoman Gallego was honored to join Arizona leaders from both 
parties for the opening of the Arizona State Trade and Investment Office in Mexico City.  
This long overdue step is critical for growing jobs in Phoenix: last year Arizona did $14 



billion in trade with Mexico, and on any given day 65,000 Mexican nationals visit 
Arizona and spend over $7.3 million. 
 
Our Phoenix delegation, led by Mayor Stanton, was able to gain results for Phoenix on 
this trip.  In addition to being recognized by the Mexican Congress, the Mexican 
government announced they planned to open a trade office in Phoenix to cement the 
bond between Mexico and Phoenix.  
 
Economically, socially, culturally—no matter how you look at it, Phoenix and Mexico are 
interconnected, and this plays a big part in what makes Phoenix, and District 8, such a 
great place to live.  Councilwoman Gallego looks forward to working to deepen these 
relationships in order to create jobs in District 8. 
 
 

New University of Arizona 
Building Bringing Jobs to 

District 8 

 
 
 
The city-owned Phoenix Biomedical Campus is a 30-acre urban medical and bioscience 
campus and a critical component of the future of the District 8 economy.  The PBC has 
the largest concentration of research scientists and complementary research 
professionals in the region providing firms with unprecedented opportunities for growth 
and collaboration with tenants such as the Translational Genomics Research Institute 
(TGen), the International Genomics Consortium, the University of Arizona College of 
Medicine—Phoenix and the University of Arizona College of Pharmacy.   
 



The newest addition to this job-creating crown jewel of District 8 is the new University of 
Arizona Biosciences Partnership Building.  Councilwoman Gallego was pleased to join 
leaders from around the Valley for the groundbreaking of this 10-story, 245,000 square-
foot research facility.  This project is expected to create nearly 500 new jobs in design 
and another 360 permanent jobs for building. We welcome these new innovators to 
District 8! 
 
Here’s a picture from the groundbreaking: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



G.A.I.N. Events Unite District 
8 Neighborhoods 

 
 
Getting Arizonans Involved in Neighborhoods (G.A.I.N.) Day is a day celebrating the 
efforts of community organizations that prevent crime by connecting community 
members through building relationships between neighbors.  Here are some pictures 
from G.A.I.N. events across District 8!  

 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 



Phoenix Sister Cities: 
APPLY NOW! 

www.phoenixsistercities.org 

 
 
Calling all High School Juniors and Seniors who are residents of Phoenix!  The Phoenix 
Sister Cities Youth Ambassador Exchange has begun taking applications for 2015.  This 
program gives students an opportunity to represent Phoenix in a foreign country.  
Scholarships are available!  There will be an Informational Session at Phoenix City 
Hall on November 17, 2014, and more information can be found at 
www.phoenixsistercities.org.  Councilwoman Gallego encourages District 8 residents 
to apply! 
 



Phoenix Sky Harbor Jet Pull 
 
 
Each year, Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport hosts an event called the Jet Pull, 
where teams of participants work together to pull a jet—yes, like an actual airplane—15 
feet as fast as they possibly can!  The event serves as a fundraiser for the City of 
Phoenix Community Service Fund Drive’s United Way campaign.  This year, the City of 
Phoenix raised approximately $8,000 dollars for the United Way and its programs with 
this fun event.  Councilwoman Gallego participated on the Mayor’s team. Here are 
some pictures from this fun event: 
 

 
 



 
 



 


