
BioIndustry in 
Phoenix

Collaborating for Success



Phoenix is the hub of the biomedical industry in the 
Southwest. In addition to abundant sunshine and terrific 
weather, Phoenix boasts a favorable taxing and regulatory 
climate, low cost of living, high quality of life and virtually 
no natural disasters to disrupt your business or life.

Much of Phoenix’s success in bio can be attributed to 
the lack of barriers to enter the market, steadily growing 
population and spirit of entrepreneurialism.

Not only are there great deals on land and leases now, 
the talent pool and education resources are abundant. 
The Wall Street Journal recently noted that Arizona State 
University is among the top five universities nationally for 
recruiting recent graduates, because they are trained to 
perform for business. 

The Phoenix area is home to 4 million people now and 5.6 
million in the next decade; Phoenix is the 6th largest US 
city, quickly approaching 5th.

While the region attracts retirees from other parts of the 
country and around the world due to climate, excellent 
healthcare and numerous quality of life amenities, the 
Phoenix metro is still the 6th youngest in the US with a 
median age of 33.4.

Phoenix’s labor force is 2 million strong with about 60% 
having at least some college education.

Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport is one of the 
busiest in the country with 29 million passengers annually, 
and several reliever airports serve the region.

Seven major interstates and freeways plus a $1.3 billion 
light rail system and two transcontinental and 10 intrastate 
railroads, along with significant data infrastructure also 
make Phoenix a great place for business.

Why do business in Phoenix?



BioIndustry Successes in Phoenix

 � Abraxis BioScience/Celgene Corp
 � Accutron, Inc
 � The Apothecary Shops
 �  Barrow Neurological Institute
 � Caris Life Sciences
 � Federal government entities such as – VA, NIH, NIDDK
 � W.L. Gore & Associates
 �  Nationally and internationally ranked acute care hospitals 

like Mayo Clinic, Abrazo HealthCare, Phoenix Children’s 
Hospital, Banner Health, Catholic Healthcare West & more.

 � InSys Therapeutics
 �  International Genomics Consortium (recently secured $59 

million to play a key role in the Cancer Genome   
Atlas project)

 � Translational Genomics Research Institute (TGen)
 � United Healthcare
 � Zila Pharmaceuticals, Inc

Facts

 �  Arizona’s 800+ bioscience firms grew their employment 32% 
in the last decade, nearly triple the US rate of growth.

 �  Nearly half these bio companies are focused on research, 
testing and medical labs, followed by over 250 medical 
device and instrument manufacturing firms, well over 100 
hospitals and businesses in drugs/pharmaceuticals and 
agricultural feedstock/chemicals.

 �  Since 2002, Arizona’s NIH funding grew faster (65%) than 
the top-10 states and the U.S. average.

 �  A September 2011 Urban Land Institute article described 
ten global projects that take an innovative approach 
to fostering interaction and creativity in life sciences 
partnerships. The Arizona Biomedical Collaborative in 
Phoenix was #1.

  

Education & Talent

 �  Arizona State University is among the world’s top 25 
universities for biological sciences.

 �  Downtown Phoenix alone hosts the University of Arizona 
Colleges of Medicine, Pharmacy & Public Health, Arizona 
State University College of Nursing & Health Innovation 
(among the top 4% of nursing graduate programs 
nationally) and Northern Arizona University’s Allied Health 
programs. There is also a public Bioscience High School 
downtown. 

 �  In addition to the educational, research and clinical 
functions of these academic entities, there are more than 
20 private and public colleges conferring degrees in health 
care and biomedical professions in Phoenix.

Collaborative Opportunities & 
Entrepreneurial Spirit

 �  Arizona BioIndustry Association strives to make Arizona 
a place where bioscience organizations can grow and 
succeed – www.azbio.org.

 �  Arizona Hospital and Healthcare Association is a statewide 
trade association representing hospitals, healthcare 
systems and affiliated health organizations to improve 
the health of Arizonans and provide members advocacy, 
education and services – www.azhha.org.

 �  BioAccel is dedicated to transforming discoveries into new 
business opportunities that accelerate commercialization 
of life science technologies – www.bioaccel.org.

 �  Flinn Foundation is committed to helping Arizona become 
a global competitor for research and commercialization in 
the biosciences – www.flinn.org.

Arizona excels in disciplines such as bioengineering, bioimaging, 
medical device manufacturing, cancer research, neurological 
sciences and healthcare, as well as related industries, such as 
information technology, advanced communications
and nanotechnology.

Why bio companies can thrive in Phoenix.



Phoenix Biomedical Campus (PBC)

CONTACT
Charles W. Hall Dave Odmark
602.224.4455 858.546.5430
chall@brephoenix.com dodmark@breb.com 

CONTACT
Russ Yelton or Jack C. Irving
602.286.8950
russell.yelton@ceigateway.com 
jack.irving@ceigateway.com

The Phoenix Biomedical Resarch Center is a planned ±155,000 
square foot, six-story biomedical research facility to be located 
on the Phoenix Biomedical Campus. Significant collaborative 
research opportunities with current and future campus tenants 
available. Market-based lease rates with generous tenant 
improvement allowance available as well.

Phoenix Biomedical 
Research Center

 CEI is an emerging technologies incubator, which 
includes inexpensive wet lab space, value-added business 
services and key collaborative opportunities. Leasing and 
other services are now available.
 
 http://ceigateway.com/

Center for 
Entrepreneurial Innovation 

This 30 acre urban bioscience research park is home to:

 �  St. Joseph’s Hospital/Barrow Neurological 
Institute

 �  University of Arizona Colleges of Medicine, 
Pharmacy & Public Health

 �  Northern Arizona University Allied Health 
programs

 �  Translational Genomics Research Institute (TGen)

 � International Genomics Consortium (IGC)

 � National Institutes of Health – NIDDK

 � VisionGate

 � Arizona Biomedical Collaborative

 � Arizona State University programs

 � Bioscience High School

 �  Future home of the Arizona Cancer Center 
(2014)



“I am often asked what makes the 
Arizona biosciences unique. The answer 
is simple: Arizonans have an activated 
collaborative gene. Arizona understands 
that when we work together, we work 
better. In Arizona you can connect with 
virtually anyone, from the governor 
and mayors of our largest cities, to the 
leaders of our largest institutions and 
the CEOs of our largest businesses.  
Need some expertise in a particular area?  
Looking for a partner to help you grow? 
Ask us. I bet we can find it for you.” 

 
Joan Koerber-Walker, President & CEO of AZBio (The 
Arizona BioIndustry Association)

The City of Phoenix Community & Economic 
Development Department offers workforce solutions 
customized to meet your business recruitment and 
retention needs. Need help finding talent, training new 
or existing talent or accessing various labor market 
data? Our team is available to become your source for 
workforce solutions at no additional cost to you. For 
more information contact us at 602.262.6776 or visit 
phoenix.gov/phxwc today.

We can assist you in identifying appropriate tax credits, 
tax abatement or other assistance and incentives to 
help your business grow and thrive in Phoenix.

 �    State tax credits for job training, R&D as well as 
“angel” investment in biotech.

 �   Property tax abatement in the central city.
 �    Many other opportunities exist, and Phoenix 

can tailor packages to your specific needs.

The City of Phoenix Community & Economic 
Development Department can also provide 
complimentary site-selection services as well as 
supporting data and analysis. 

We can help foster relationships between businesses 
& developers considering or entering our market and 
Phoenix market leaders & future partners. We can 
provide political support or push through bureaucratic 
obstacles to help businesses succeed in Phoenix. 

Contact us to discuss Phoenix Biomedical Campus 
development opportunities or to learn more about  
other ways we can help your business at 602.262.5040 
or email us at bio@phoenix.gov.

How Phoenix can help your business.

= research facilities
= academic facilities

= clinical facilities
= medical office buildings
= parking structures
= existing facilities

Phoenix Biomedical Campus Master Plan
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