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Location: 

1130 N 1st Street 

Site Description:  

The Site provides an opportunity to adaptively reuse and rehabilitate the former 
firehouse into a full-service restaurant immediately adjacent to Margaret T. Hance 
Park. The Site is comprised of Assessor’s Parcel Numbers (APNs) 111-36-086 
and  a portion of 111-36-083A and totals approximately 24,291 square feet (SF) 
or .557 net acres, which includes a 20’ x 100’ alley that may need to be abandoned. 

The Site is available in “As-Is” condition. See attached aerial site plan.  
 
1. Building 

 

The sole building (4,700 SF) on the Site was designed by Edward Varney & 
Associates Architects. It opened in 1951 as Phoenix Fire Station No. 4 and is 
eligible for historic designation. Asbestos and lead paint have been identified 
on the Site. See attached Environmental Reports.  

 
2. Zoning 

 
The western portion of the Site is zoned Downtown Gateway and the eastern 

portion of the Site is zoned West Evans Churchill within the Downtown Code. 
 
3. Access 
 

The Site is bound on the west by Central Avenue, on the north by Hance Park, 
on the east by 1st Street, and on the south by other development, with primary 
access from 1st Street, through an adjoining parking lot; there is currently no 
access from Central Avenue.. There is currently shared access to the parking 

lot on the west parcel through the lot to the south, which is occupied by the 
Parsons Center for Health and Wellness. There is a possibility of an agreement 
with the property to the south, which the City would be willing to assist with 
negotiations. The Site is between two light rail stops (Central and 

Roosevelt/Portland and Central and McDowell/Willetta), near several daily bus 
routes, and adjacent the I-10 freeway. Information about nearby bus service 
and light rail service is available at Valley Metro. 
 

4. Utilities 
 

The City’s existing water and wastewater infrastructure serving the Site is in 
the alleyway between the two parcels. The existing water and wastewater 

infrastructure is listed below and development requirements can be found in 
Section IV (B) of the City’s Design Standards Manual for Water and 
Wastewater Systems. This infrastructure may require relocation or the 
dedication of a public utility easement, or something similar. The Site is also 

https://phoenix.municipal.codes/ZO/1212
https://phoenix.municipal.codes/ZO/1215
http://www.valleymetro.org/
https://www.phoenix.gov/waterservicessite/Documents/Design%20Standards%20Manual%20for%20Water%20and%20Wastewater%20Systems%20-%202017.pdf
https://www.phoenix.gov/waterservicessite/Documents/Design%20Standards%20Manual%20for%20Water%20and%20Wastewater%20Systems%20-%202017.pdf
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served by Southwest Gas (natural gas) and Arizona Public Service (electric 
power).  

• Water 

• 8-inch water main exists within the alleyway to the west of the building 

• 12-inch water main exists within N. 1st St. 

• When multiple distribution mains in the same pressure zone are 

adjacent to a development, all service connections shall be taken 
from the largest diameter main or as approved by WSD through the 
Technical Appeal process.  

• Sewer 

• 8-inch sewer main exists within the within the alleyway to the west of the 
building 

 

Surrounding Area: 

The Site borders Hance Park, a 32.5-acre public space built on a series of 19 
bridges covering the I-10 tunnel from 3rd Avenue to 3rd Street. Cultural institutions 

located within and directly adjacent to the Park include the Japanese Friendship 
Garden, Burton Barr Central Library, Phoenix Center for the Arts, the Irish Cultural 
Center and McClelland Library and the Cutler-Plotkin Jewish Heritage Center. 
Hance Park also offers recreational facilities and programming for neighbors and 

visitors.   
 
The Site is accessible to Arizona State University’s Downtown Phoenix campus 
and the Roosevelt Row Arts District. In addition to being home to several 

professional sports teams (Arizona Diamondbacks, Phoenix Suns, Phoenix 
Mercury, and Arizona Rattlers), Downtown Phoenix’s nearby entertainment 
destinations include the Orpheum Theater, Comerica Theater, Herberger Theater, 
Symphony Hall, Heard Museum, Phoenix Art Museum, Children’s Museum of 

Phoenix, the Great Arizona Puppet Theater, and the Arizona Science Center. 
 
Numerous redevelopment projects are underway within a 5-minute walking radius 
of the Site. These projects include office space, retail/commercial spaces, rental 

and ownership housing, and hotels. 

Existing uses in the immediate vicinity of the Site include:  

• North – Hance Park/Burton Barr Central Library/Cutler Plotkin Jewish Heritage 

Center and mixed-use residential developments 

• East – Phoenix Center for the Arts/Vacant commercial buildings/lots  

• South – Medical facilities/offices 

• West – Hance Park/Irish Cultural Center/Japanese Friendship Garden and 

mixed-use residential developments (across Central Avenue) 
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Hance Park is currently in the midst of a multi-year, approximately $100 million 
redevelopment, known as the Hance Park Revitalization Project. At the present 
time, the City has dedicated $15 million of voter-approved Phoenix Parks and 

Preserve Initiative funds toward the Hance Park Revitalization Project. The project 
is a public-private partnership working to expand the offerings of the iconic park, 
named for the City’s first female mayor, Margaret T. Hance. Currently, Phase 1A, 
which includes the Fiesta Bowl PLAY area, has been constructed. More 

information about the Park’s redevelopment is available at the Hance Park 
Revitalization Project web site. 
 
Mega Events  

 
Hance Park is home to numerous festivals, concerts, and cultural and food 
events throughout the year. The Park is one of Downtown’s premiere event 

venues and destinations, and the City periodically bids to bring major national 
and international events (Mega Events), such as the Super Bowl or NCAA Final 
Four, to Phoenix or the surrounding region. Success in the bidding process may 
require the City to include Hance Park as a venue to host an official ancillary 

specialty event for the Mega Event and Hance Park has in fact been included in 
the bidding process for the following Mega Events for which the City has been 
selected to host. 

• 2023 NFL Super Bowl LVII  

• 2024 NCAA Men’s Final Four 

• 2026 NCAA Women’s Final Four  
 

As a result, the successful proposer may have the opportunity to host other 

official ancillary event activities of the Mega Event. 

Typically, the City will notify the successful proposer at least 3 years in advance 
of a Mega Event to hold the applicable dates but could be less. As needed, the 
City and the successful proposer will negotiate amendments to the Agreement 

as necessary to address these events.  

Historically, Glendale, AZ hosted the 2015 Super Bowl and downtown Phoenix 
served as the center of Super Bowl fan events. Super Bowl Central attracted 
more than 1 million visitors over 5-day Super Bowl week and featured free 

family-friendly concerts and football-themed activities. Super Bowl Central 
consisted of 12-block outdoor campus in downtown Phoenix which included 
Block 23, Cityscape and blocks surrounding Phoenix Convention Center, 
Symphony Hall, Hyatt, and Renaissance Hotels. Phoenix Convention Center & 

Venues hosted the 2015 NFL Super Bowl fan experience, Super Bowl Media 
Center, NFL Honors Award show and NBC Tonight’s Show. In 2017, during the 
four days of the Final Four Championship week, more than 400,000 people 
attended official Final Four fan events and other activities in downtown Phoenix. 

More than 50,000 people participated in FanFest activities at the Phoenix 
Convention Center and the March Madness Music Festival at Margaret T. 

https://www.phoenix.gov/parks/hancerevitalization
https://www.phoenix.gov/parks/hancerevitalization
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Hance Park drew 135,000 over the three-day festival. Phoenix Convention 
Center & Venues also hosted 5,000 members of the National Association of 
Basketball Coaches (NABC) at its annual convention, the Final Four Salute 

Presentation and the NABC Guardians of the Game Awards Show. 

 

Attachments: 

1) Aerial Site Plan 
2) Environmental Assessments – 

a) 2010 Phase I Environmental Assessment 

b) 2011 Phase II Environmental Assessment 
c) Asbestos Inspection and Lead Based Paint Survey_Jan 2018 
d) Limited Transaction Screen Site Inspection_Jun 2021 

3) Appraisal – 1130 N 1st St 

 

 

 

 


