
 

 

 Arizona is thrilled to welcome the NFL    

Super Bowl back to our great state for the third 

time.  While Super Bowl XLIX will be played 

in Glendale, all eyes will be on Phoenix during 

the week leading up to it.  Downtown Phoenix 

will be transformed into Super Bowl Central, 

the epicenter of Super Bowl fan events from 

Jan. 24 – Feb. 1.  Covering 12 city blocks,    

Super Bowl Central will showcase local food 

and culture while featuring live acts and activi-

ties for fans of all ages.  

 The Phoenix Convention Center is hosting 

the NFL Experience, the world’s largest inter-

active football theme park.  The Experience 

will feature kids’ football clinics, interactive 

football games, free fan autograph sessions and 

so much more. The Convention Center is also 

the headquarters for the NFL Media Center, 

which will attract more than 5,000 media repre-

sentatives from more than 30 countries around 

the world. Primary news outlets on-site include 

NBC Universal and the NFL Network, which 

will broadcast inside of the Convention Center 

and in Super Bowl Central, adjacent to the    

facility.  The Golf Channel’s Feherty Live will 

broadcast from the Orpheum Theatre on Jan. 28

-29. Symphony Hall will present NFL Honors,  

 

a VIP awards ceremony, on Jan. 31, and The 

Tonight Show with Jimmy Fallon will be at the 

Orpheum Theatre on Feb. 1. There is a reason 

why downtown Phoenix is the perfect place to 

host Super Bowl Central because Downtown 

Phoenix is Hot for big events!  The new and 

improved downtown has transformed into a hub 

of activity since the last time the Super Bowl 

came to Arizona.  Since 2006, more than $4 

billion dollars in public and private funds have 

been invested in Phoenix’s urban core. Com-

pleted projects include the Valley Metro Rail 

system; the expansion of the Phoenix  Conven-

tion Center; the construction of the 1,000-room 

Sheraton Phoenix Downtown Hotel, the largest 

hotel in Arizona; the creation of the Arizona 

State University downtown campus; and open-

ing of CityScape, a multiuse retail, dining and 

entertainment development. 
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     Founded more than 30 years ago, Mobile Mini pro-

vides secure storage and office solutions to millions of 

customers with more than 130 locations throughout 

North America.                                                                                                               

“We are pleased to increase our commitment to the  

Phoenix metro area and thank City of Phoenix staff and 

Councilwoman Gallego for their support and assistance 

in relocating our corporate headquarters to Phoenix,” said 

Erik Olsson, the company’s chief executive officer and 

president.     

 

Mobile Mini Moves  
Headquarters to Phoenix                                                                                       

     Mobile Mini, Inc., a leading supplier of portable stor-

age solutions moved their corporate headquarters and call 

center to a 55,000-square-foot site in Phoenix at 4646 E. 

Van Buren St. 

     Mobile Mini headquarters currently employs 300, 

with plans to add up to 150 more employees over the 

next several years.         

     “Even before officially announcing their corporate 

move to Phoenix, Mobile Mini was already giving back 

to our community,” said District 8 Councilwoman Kate 

Gallego, in whose district the company is headquartered.  

“ Mobile Mini quickly came in and assisted several 

neighborhoods which were impacted by recent flooding 

and home damage by providing free storage for flood 

victims’ household possessions. This is the kind of com-

munity involvement that makes Phoenix a great city to 

live and work,” Gallego said.   

Economic Impact of Super 

Bowl XLIX 

 The Arizona Super Bowl Host Committee estimates that Super Bowl XLIX 

will make an approximate $500M economic impact to Arizona. There will be an 

estimated 100,000 visitors that will come to the State to be part of Super Bowl 

XLIX.   

     Arizona’s Super Bowl will leave a lasting impact on the local community.  

With the help of Arizona’s Super Bowl Host Committee, the NFL has leveraged 

numerous volunteers to facilitate community outreach efforts to promote health, 

education, wellness and sustainability issues.  The NFL also has selected six local 

non-profit organizations to receive a combined $600,000 in  legacy grants to im-

prove the lives of Arizona youth and their families long after Super Bowl XLIX.    

 



Sister City, Catania Italy. 

     "I am thrilled to join CO+HOOTS in announcing the 

formation of CO+EXCHANGES,” Councilman  

Valenzuela said. Our city is on the cusp of being one of 

he most dynamic cities in the country for entrepreneurs. I 

am committed to helping to create an environment in 

Phoenix where start-ups thrive and the creation of this 

program is another significant step in making that  

happen.” 

     CO+EXCHANGES is currently building relationships 

around the world with collaborations already established 

in eight host cities including: Tucson, Arizona; Calgary, 

B.C.; Hermosillo, Mexico; Sao Paulo, Brazil; among  

others. Phoenix is expected to host 12-15 national and 

international entrepreneurs by next year with the support 

of RED Development, which has provided  CO+HOOTS 

Foundation with access to a downtown apartment suite at 

Cityscape Residences.  

    For more information, visit cohoots.com/coexchanges. 

CO+EXCHANGES Connects  

Entrepreneurs Around the Globe 
     Phoenix entrepreneurs have teamed with Councilman 

Daniel Valenzuela to announce the world’s first  

co-working and entrepreneur cultural exchange program 

rooted in pro bono service called CO+EXCHANGES. 

     The CO+EXCHANGES program, which will operate 

via the CO+HOOTS Foundation, an Arizona nonprofit, 

is designed to bring together the world’s most innovative 

entrepreneurs and coworkers in various host cities to 

share knowledge, build community and collaborate to 

solve global challenges.  

     “This program gives entrepreneurs, through global  

collaboration, the opportunity to solve complex  

problems that directly impact the community,” Jenny 

Poon, founder of CO+HOOTS said.  “It’s a global pro-

gram with a powerful local impact.”  

     Poon and CO+HOOTS Foundation Executive  

Director Kristin Romaine along with Phoenix entrepre-

neurs Daniel Valencia and Beth Cochran, and  

Councilman Valenzuela announced the program at a 

recent international press conference held in the Phoenix 

Calling All Entrepreneurs to Phoenix Startup Week 

     Entrepreneurs and startups are invited to unite and celebrate everything entrepreneurial at Phoenix Startup 

Week, from Feb. 23-27, 2015, a weeklong series of more than 60 FREE events focusing on inspiring and strength-

ening the   Valley’s entrepreneurial communities.  Leaders from the Valley’s entrepreneurial community designed 

this event to help entrepreneurs find success by focusing agenda content on the topics of finding funding, marketing 

for startups, sales training, mentoring sessions with CEOs and funders and more.  For more information, visit                       

phoenix.startupweek.co or follow us on Twitter @PHXStartupWeek. 
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Council Corner: 
Councilwoman Kate Gallego 

 

      

      

 

 

     Integrated service delivery is coming soon to 

the Phoenix Workforce Connection (PWC)  

Career Centers.   

      PWC is reengineering its service model to 

offer a seamless, business driven approach to 

prepare job seekers to meet workforce needs.  

After several months of planning and            

development, staff is now in training and    

practicing new processes.  

      In January 2015, the new service model will 

kick off with a commitment that every Career 

Center customer will leave prepared to be a   

better job candidate.  

      The current “one-stop” system has work-

force partners representing and offering        

program resources to customers at one location. 

Integrated service delivery will place program 

identification in the background and have all 

the staff working together to serve customers 

within the common functions for skills          

development, employment and business ser-

vices.  

     Program silos that have promoted bureau-

cratic processes over customer service will be 

replaced by “people-centric” functional teams 

offering a robust “product box” of resources 

that will help customers know and improve 

their skills and finally get the best job that best 

compliments their skills.  

     The “new” Phoenix Workforce Connection 

will include membership cards, updated  

branding and collateral materials, a full remodel 

of the North facility, 21st century technology 

using tablets for customer triage and tracking,  

stronger connections to Business Solutions and 

weekly training and capacity building for  staff.       

 Plan to visit a PWC Career Center to learn 

how the integrated service delivery model is 

relevant and responsive to job seekers and   

business. Visit www.phoenix.gov/phxwc for 

more information on office hours and locations. 

 

      

      

 

 

 

 

      

Since being elected to represent District 8 on the 

Phoenix City Council, economic development has 

been an overriding priority for my office.   

   Home to downtown attractions such as the  

Phoenix Biomedical Campus, District 8 is on the 

cutting edge of high-growth industries such as  

bioscience research.  As the center to much of our 

city’s Light Rail Corridor, it has been exciting to 

engage with community members through the   Reinvent Phoenix 

process about the potential for transit-oriented development in East 

Phoenix.   

     Having worked in economic development at a utility,  

I am a strong supporter of aligning Phoenix’s infrastructure  

investments with economic development.  We are in the middle of 

a major project along Broadway that will make the street more  

attractive for both cars and pedestrians.  We also are investing in 

our streets and infrastructure in the Warehouse District, home to 

some of Phoenix’s most innovative companies and leading artists. 

     Meanwhile, we continue to welcome new businesses into the 

district.  I was pleased to work with Mobile Mini as they selected 

their new headquarters location in my district.  Mobile Mini already 

demonstrated this past summer what an asset they will be for   

Phoenix when they donated free storage units for residents who  

had to move out of their homes after this summer’s floods.  

 

Councilwoman Kate Gallego represents District 8, a diverse area that 

includes parts of East Phoenix, Downtown, South Phoenix and Laveen. 

As a member of the Phoenix City Council, Kate has focused her energy 

on economic development and expanding access to light rail.  
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    Oram Trading, Ltd, dba Graphic Ideals, is owned by  

Alice Maro.  This full service printing company has 

eight employees and is located at 4631 E. Thomas Rd., 

in Phoenix City Council District 6.   

Graphic 

Ideals is 

certified  

by the city as a Small Business Enterprise and has been 

awarded several printing contracts with the city. Ms. 

Maro utilized the MTA program's consulting services 

to assist her with strategic business planning, organiza-

tional development, and human resources planning. 

These city consulting services contributed toward Ms. 

Maro's decision to continue business operations. 

 

     Last year 58 small to mid-size businesses received 

assistance through the Community & Economic  

Development's Small Business Management Technical 

Assistance and EXPAND Programs. 

Arizona Parking Solution, Inc was awarded Community 

Development Block Grant funds through 

the EXPAND Program to increase working 

capital and purchase new equipment. The 

total amount of their loan was $300,000 and 

EXPAND's collateral contribution was $75,000. In addi-

tion they utilized the city's consulting services in the areas 

of  website development and bookkeeping. 

 

Helping our Businesses 
      Have you ever wondered which company is the     

fastest growing private company in Phoenix?  If you've 

been following the incredible growth of WebPT, a health 

care technology company located in the Warehouse Dis-

trict, you may not be surprised that it recently hit number 

362 on this year's overall Inc. 5,000 list and has experi-

enced a three-year growth rate of more than 1,000 per-

cent.   

     What began in 2008 with two people in the back  

storeroom of a coffee shop has now exploded to 240  

employees and is Phoenix's fastest growing  

company.    

     The Community and Economic Development  

Department provided advocacy for WebPT throughout its 

growth with transportation, workforce and infrastructure 

solutions among other assistance.  In fact, it was a request 

from the owner, Brad Jannenga, to look   into the rough 

railroad tracks outside his building, which resulted in a 

successful Street/Railroad/Sidewalk Enhancement Project 

between the City of Phoenix, Union Pacific Railroad and 

Arizona Department of Transportation, not to mention a 

number of business and educational stakeholders in the 

area.  According to Brad, “The City of Phoenix has just 

been amazing....they came to us and said ‘how can we 

help?’ and we have worked with economic development, 

streets and everybody.”   
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 With a quick snip of scissors, Mayor Greg Stanton cut 

a large red ribbon to formally open the new Arizona Trade 

Office in Mexico, a key step in rebuilding the relationship 

between Arizona and Mexico  that's critical to the Phoenix  

economy. 

     “I'm here with a simple message that Arizona, espe-

cially Phoenix, is a welcoming place ready to do business 

with Mexico, and that we both benefit from a stronger 

trade relationship,” Stanton said. 

     The mayor was part of a nearly 70-member Arizona 

delegation which included Council members Michael 

Nowakowski, Kate Gallego and Sal DiCiccio; City Man-

ager Ed Zuercher; Economic Development Executive  

Officer Hank Marshall; and Acting Aviation Director 

Tamie Fisher along with Arizona business and tourism 

officials who were in Mexico City for the trade office 

opening and meetings with Mexican officials.  

     Stanton has made a personal commitment to rebuild 

relationships in Mexico that were strained just a few years 

ago. This is his ninth trade mission to the country since he 

was elected mayor.  

     “I keep coming back because I believe these face-to-

face meetings with business leaders and elected officials 

are central to getting our trade relationship back on track,” 

Stanton emphasized. “The Arizona-Mexico trade effort 

will be more effective because we're all working  

together.” 

     Stanton said work to rebuild relationships is already 

starting to pay off. Last year, Arizona's exports to Mexico 

grew by 12 percent.  From 2007 to 2012, Arizona was the 

only state to see its exports fall. 

     He added that both Phoenix and Mexico face the same 

challenge: Developing a competitive, innovation-based 

economy for the 21st century, something he believes can 

best be accomplished through effective partnerships with 

our neighbors to the south. 

     The Arizona State Trade and Investment Office is a 

partnership among the Arizona Commerce Authority, city 

of Phoenix, Maricopa Association of Governments, city 

of Tucson and Visit Phoenix.  The new trade office is  

located in the Colonia Juárez neighborhood of Mexico 

City near the Paseo de la Reforma. 

     José Andres Garcia, founding partner of Estrategia 

Global, a leading business publication in Mexico City, 

will head the trade office. Last year, Garcia was  

recognized as one of the top 300 Most Influential  

Mexican Young Leaders, and is a nominee for the Young 

Leaders Community Class of 2015 of the World  

Economic Forum. 

 

Mayor Greg Stanton is joined by Arizona business leaders for the ceremonial 

ribbon cutting to open the Arizona Trade and Investment Office in Mexico.   

Mexico Trade Office Opens 



     Welcome to "Phoenix is Hot," the new and improved quarterly 

newsletter from the City of Phoenix Community and Economic  

Development Department. Formerly known as Phoenix Rising Econ-

omy, this quarterly newsletter will focus on what’s Hot in Phoenix in 

the economic development community to keep our readers in the 

know! 

     As the recently appointed director of the Community and Eco-

nomic Development Department, my first order of business is to 

thank you for your supportive efforts to maintain and grow a strong 

and viable Phoenix economy.  Our collective efforts will enable 

Phoenix continued economic growth and recovery. 

     Phoenix has done a phenomenal job at attracting business and we 

will continue to work hard to grow and improve on that legacy, as 

well as work to expand existing businesses and retain talent.                              

 Phoenix is a vibrant place for our existing companies, more than 

17,000 of them, and we will be working diligently to ensure they continue to find Phoenix a 

great place to do business by providing access to programs and resources while finding solu-

tions to any challenges they may face.  

     “Phoenix is Hot” for technology and people are taking notice.  Venturebeat.com wrote 

that “Phoenix is a hotbed for technology startups.” And no wonder why people are taking 

notice.  Phoenix’s “knowledge economy” offers invaluable resources to entrepreneurs 

through our higher education partners and incubators such as CEI, CO+HOOTS, SeedSpot, 

the Office Pile, Mod and Ideas Squared among many others. “Phoenix is Hot” for entrepre-

neurs as well as established businesses. The City of Phoenix supports entrepreneurs and will 

be participating in Phoenix Start Up Week from Feb. 23-27. 

     “Phoenix is Hot” for redevelopment!  Downtown and Midtown’s walkable, livable foot-

print offers convenient transportation via Valley Metro Rail, which is attractive to business 

owners, their clients and staff.  Residents, visitors, businesses and more than 12,000 ASU 

students in downtown enjoy access to shopping, dining, arts & entertainment including  

major professional sports teams.  Our up and coming Warehouse District and historic neigh-

borhoods provide unique and attractive destinations, allowing us to reposition older building 

assets to make them competitive in the New Economy.  

     People are taking notice.  Check out the special Phoenix economy insert in Fortune  

magazine’s January issue.  I look forward to working with each of you.  I can be reached at 

by phone at 602-534-9049 or email at christine.mackay@phoenix.gov.  
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Mission  

Statement 

 
The Community 

and Economic 

Development  

Department     

implements 

Phoenix's vision 

for economic 

prosperity 

through its high 

value-added  

economic        

development  

programs,     

partnerships,  

and innovative       

opportunities to 

create quality 

jobs for the   

community. 

200 W. Washington St., 20th floor, Phoenix, AZ 85003 

602-262-5040 

www.phoenix.gov/econdev 

Contact Us: 


