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2015 SUCCESSES AND TRIUMPHS

MAJOR EVENTS UPDATE:

Downtown Phoenix is Hot! According to the College Football Playoff Arizona Organizing Committee, 
nearly 100,000 fans visited THE Championship Campus for the College Football Playoff events, during 
the championship weekend. An additional 100,000 guests attended events in Downtown Phoenix. The 
combined effort drew nearly 200,000 people to the downtown Phoenix area. 

o CEDD met with 521 companies, increasing CEDD’s business outreach program visits by 168% over 2014. 
These visits allowed CEDD to assist businesses in critical need areas such as site selection, advocacy, navigating 
the city processes and workforce solutions.  An estimated 4,252 new jobs were created and retained with an 
estimated total payroll of $188 million. 
o CEDD assisted in the attraction of 28 new businesses to Phoenix including PAC Worldwide, American 
Express Global Travel, DialAmerica, Stitch Fix, FacilitySource and Uber to name a few. Company three-year 
projections indicate they will bring 4,367 new jobs to Phoenix. Ranging in size from 5,000 SF to 594,000 SF, 
these projects made a total capital investment of nearly $675 million. Through attraction and expansion efforts 
new jobs in 2015 increased 174% over 2014. 
o The Business and Workforce Development Center hosted 4,795 customers and 542 Phoenix residents 
attended the two-week job readiness program.  Five business forums were hosted at the Center in the areas of 
hospitality, Information Technology, Warehouse and Education and hosted 245 events and six job fairs. 

Continued...

The Community and Economic Development Department (CEDD) had a highly productive 2015 as 
demonstrated by the results below. Some of the departments’ notable achievements are:
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2015 SUCCESSES CONTINUED
 

o The $100 million University of Arizona, Dignity Health Cancer Center was completed in August of 2015. 
This project is estimated to create over 800 jobs. 
o City Council authorized four major downtown residential development project agreements which will 
support the development of over 1,100 new residential units in downtown Phoenix. 
o The strongest increase in export trade in 2015 was in the Mexico market, with an increase of more 
than 19% over last year.  The partnership with the State of Arizona and the City of Phoenix to create a Mexico 
Trade Office has just reached its one-year anniversary, and the City has seen valuable activity from our trade 
representative’s efforts.   
o In collaboration with the Arizona Commerce Authority (ACA), Phoenix launched an export assistance 
program called ExporTech, a three-month program developed by the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology.  
o Sister Cities International awarded Phoenix Sister Cities the “Best Overall Program” in the U.S. for 
cities with populations over 500,001. The award recognizes sister city programs that demonstrate outstanding 
accomplishments in advancing the goals and mission of the sister cities movement.  
o CEDD coordinated protocol visits of 67 international delegates, representing 14 countries, with the 
Mayor, City Council, and/or City departments. Phoenix Sister Cities conducted 63 events, exchanges, and 
activities. This was accomplished by outsourcing the coordination of the events/exchanges/activities through 
volunteers, totaling 160,574 hours and valued at $3,704,442.18, and leveraging a total of $47,379.14 of in-kind 
contributions.

WE CAN GROW HERE

CELEBRATE 2016 CHINESE WEEK WITH 
PHOENIX SISTER CITIES

Phoenix Sister Cities, Chengdu and Taipei committees and the Phoenix 
Chinese Week Committee invite you to celebrate Chinese Week 2016 
and Chinese New Year 4714, “The Year of the Monkey” from Feb. 8 to 
14, with cultural and educational events at a variety of Valley locations.  
A highlight of the activities is a free, three-day Chinese Culture and 
Cuisine Festival, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday, Feb. 12; 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb 13; and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday, Feb 14; at Margaret T. 
Hance Park (East), 1202 N. Third St., Phoenix. Admission and parking 
are free.
The 26th annual festival features live entertainment including the 
dragon and lion dances, martial arts demonstrations, folk and 
traditional dances, musical performances, mahjong booth, children’s 
pavilion, Chinese culture and history booth, photo exhibit and art 

gallery, delicious Chinese food and a beer garden (11 a.m. - 4 p.m. Jan. 13 - 14).  Other Phoenix Chinese Week 
Committee events include a table tennis open, taijiquan, weiqi and volleyball tournaments and a 10-course 
Chinese Lunar New Year Banquet at 6:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 20, at the Great Wall Restaurant, 3446 W. 
Camelback Road.  To purchase tickets to the banquet at a cost of $45 per person, call 480-406-7470. 
This year the Chengdu Performing Arts Showcase will feature a 22-member professional troupe from Chengdu, 
China, at 7:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 19, and 1:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 20, at the Kroc Community Center Theater, 
1375 E. Broadway Road.  Performances will include dance, music and acrobatics. Tickets are $25 and may be 
purchased at www.phoenixsistercities.org  through Paypal or by calling 602-534-3751. For more information, 
visit phoenixchineseweek.org or call 480-352-3467. 
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COUNCIL CORNER:  
COUNCILMAN MICHAEL NOWAKOWSKI

I’m excited to welcome 
Cobra Arcade Bar into District 
7 specifically to the Roosevelt 
Row Arts District.  This area 
is booming with economic 
development with local 
businesses, housing, restaurants 
and art galleries. The Roosevelt 
Historic District is becoming 
a desired location for new 

businesses due to its vibrancy, local community 
and the energy it brings to Downtown Phoenix. The 
Roosevelt Historic Cobra Arcade Bar is a new concept 
for all those old school arcade game players who are 
still looking to play all times’ favorite arcade games.  
Cobra Arcade Bar features 40 different 80’s-themed 
arcade games. Famous games such as Street Fighter, 
Super Mario Bros., Ms. PacMan, Pac-Man, Galaga and 
so many more! Cobra Arcade features a full service 
bar with handcrafted cocktails, 30 different types of 
beers, 14 draft handles and great music! Come check 
out this brand new entertainment concept and relive 
your 80s childhood! Visit the Cobra Arcade Bar at 
801 N. 2nd St., Suite #100 in downtown Phoenix. For 
more information call 602-595-5873 or visit www.
cobraarcadebar.com.

DESIGNED TO WORK

CEDD welcomes new team members Shannon Selby and Jeffrey Stapleton.  Shannon is a 

new Economic Development Program Manager for the Business Attraction Division.  As a 

part of that team, she will implement business attraction strategies and cultivate relationships 

with international site selectors, real estate brokers, developers and corporations across the 

United States to attract companies to the City of Phoenix. She joins our team from the City of 

Tempe where she worked as a Business Development Officer for the last four years.  Jeffrey is a 

new Economic Development Specialist in the Community Development Division where he will 

manage day to day activities of the Phoenix Biomedical Campus and provide support for various 

downtown development projects.  He is a previous Management Assistant from the City of 

Phoenix Aviation Department’s Business and Properties Division. 

#CEDTALENT

EXCITING CHANGES ARE COMING...

SAVE THE DATE 
Wednesday, Feb. 17 at 10 a.m. 

9801 N. 7th St., Phoenix, AZ 85020 

Join us for Phoenix Workforce Connection’s unveiling 
of its new name and look.  The program, which is a 
part of Arizona’s Workforce Development System, will 
implement a new mission and focus, which will provide 
a new direction for the state’s workforce and economy.  
The State’s Workforce system will continue to serve 
employers and job seekers throughout Arizona with a 
renewed focus for uniting the network to unify services, 
resources and offices under one identity to better serve 
its clients.  The goal is to improve access to services and 
resources available for job seekers throughout the entire 
state to strengthen the partnership with employers, and 
allow workers to develop their skills and grow.  This effort 
is a public/private partnership that will help employers of 
all sizes recruit, develop and retain qualified employees to 
meet their diverse needs.  As a part of the American Job 
Center Network, services will continue to be provided at 
no charge in alignment with the new Workforce Innovation 
and Opportunity Act (WIOA).   
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Business Spotlight...
CK ENGINEERING THRIVES IN PHOENIX 

 The CK Group, Inc. (CK) was founded in Phoenix 20 years ago by Ogbonna Abarikwu 
(pictured left).  Over the years, the firm has grown into a full service transportation engineering, 
planning, analysis and design construction management firm. Currently CK has a staff of 16 
professional engineers, registered land surveyors, designers and technicians.  The company 
maintains an AASHTO/ ADOT accredited construction materials testing laboratory allowing it 
to perform material testing services on State, County, Municipal and Private sector projects. CK 
has provided engineering design and/or material testing services on numerous City of Phoenix 
projects including Valley Metro Light Rail, the Airport RCC and Sky Train projects. Located in 
northeast Phoenix, the firm has utilized the Community & Economic Development Department’s 
Management Technical Assistance (MTA) services for Organizational Development, Human 

Resource Planning and Information Technology Solutions.  Mr. Abarikwu said, “We have tremendously appreciated 
the opportunity to work with the City of Phoenix through various capital improvement projects and the MTA business 
assistance services have proven valuable to our firm. We applaud the program because it is a hand up and not a handout. It 
is a partnership in which the business is assisted to enable it to create jobs in the City that increase the City’s tax base, and 
consequently economic prosperity to many.”

 INVESTED IN BUSINESS

Show Some Love. 
ShopPHX.

For the second year, PHX Startup Week will return 
to venues across the Valley to celebrate and showcase 
Arizona’s entrepreneur community.  The week-long event, 
which takes place from February 22 to 26, 2016, will 
feature thought-inspiring keynotes and Fireside Chats 
with innovative speakers such as Brian Mueller, Matthew 
Manos, Greg Head, Mario Martinez, Heidi Jannenga, and 
Daniel Valenzuela.  We are excited to host the first day 
of the event at 111 West Monroe, right in the heart of 
downtown Phoenix!

This year, several specialty tracks including Hispanic, 
EdTech, and Women, have been added to the session 
schedule. Other session tracks include:

·       Business Basics
·       Design UI/UX & Development
·       Startup War Stories
·       Community Development
·       Scaling & Growth
·       Marketing & Branding
·       Sales Techniques  
The inaugural event held last February, drew more than 

2,500 attendees, and this year that number is expected 
to double. PHX Startup Week is free to attend. Register or 
sign up to get involved by visiting phxstartupweek.com.

PHOENIX START UP WEEK 
RETURNS TO THE VALLEY

Valentine’s Day is around the corner. Whether 
you like red wine or roses, chocolates or sweet 
nothings, dinner or jewelry, Phoenix retailers 
have one-of-a-kind gifts for your special 
valentine.  To locate convenient shopping 
centers near you, visit phoenix.gov/econdev/
shopphx. Find love in all the local places when 
you visit LocalFirstAZ.com.  Remember, where 
you choose to shop makes a difference so when 
you are planning your special romantic date, 
don’t forget to ShopPHX!
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