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Providing a Strong 
Foundation for Language 
and Literacy Development 
through Storytelling

8.30.23
Annual Pre-Service Conference 
Family and Community Educational Services of AZ 

Learning about who we are 
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Learning Objectives 

Learn how to select effective and 
accessible materials for family 
storytelling activities
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● Equal accessibility in family’s language
● Inclusive of diverse populations
● Adaptable learning strategies 

Learn how to explore language and 
literacy resources and services that 
are available to families
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● Accessible support services 
● Adaptable  to family culture
● Availability of services

Learn about family cultures 
and values that impact the foundation 
of language development
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● Diverse family structures 
● Developing Cultural competency
● Effective communication for differing hearing, vision and 

language levels 

Cultural Impact on Language Development

Language

Interactions

Communication

Family Structure
The value of communication  and the role 
of verbal and non verbal skills in 
children’s display of knowledge.   

The social organization of the family 
related to culture hierarchy or family 
structure.

The intentionality of parent-child 
interaction may be influenced by the 
family structure and teaching roles.   

The development of a communication 
modality that is acceptable  within 
cultural communities that include eye 
contact, body gestures, vocalizations, and 
other verbal and non verbal variations. 
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What shapes our Behavior?  

Behaviors

Attitudes

Values

The way a person expresses or applies 
their beliefs and values, and is expressed 
through words and behavior. (ie. feelings, 
body language, etc. )

A external response or reaction that is 
observable and can be measured by 
others. (ie aggressive, passive, assertive, 
etc.)

A measure of the worth or importance a 
person attaches to something and are 
often reflected in the way we live our lives 
(ie freedom, honesty, compassion, 
equality, etc.)

An internal feeling that something is true, 
even though that belief may be unproven 
or irrational  (ie religion, economics, 
politics, etc.)
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4 Beliefs
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Developing a Cultural Lens

Awareness of 
own beliefs

Gaining 
Knowledge of 
other cultures

Understanding 
how different 
cultural values 

intersect
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What factors influence your cultural lens? 

Influential Factors 
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Accessible in 
Home 

Language

Video/Audio 
Support

Available at 
appropriate 
literacy level

Adaptable to 
family needs

Family 
Accessibility

Determine if 
access to the 
internet is available 
to participate

Determine if 
access to 
transportation 
is available for 
family

Determine 
other family 
needs

Determine if 
access to phone 
or messaging

Resources and 
Services

Group Activity

1. Identify 2 local resources or 
services that offer storytime or 
family play sessions in the Fall.   

2. Identify 1 barrier for each 
resource that might keep a family 
from participating.

3. Identify if accessibility aids are 
available to assist with the 
identified family barriers.
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Structural Elements of Storytelling 

Language Development

The process of understanding and 
communicating  meaning through verbal 
or non verbal modalities that include 
speaking, gesturing, signing, body cues 
and facial expressions. 
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Literacy  Development

The process of learning skills to 
recognize letters, words, sounds, 

symbols, pictures and other sources of 
information that can be used during 

reading, communicating, singing, turn 
taking and other forms of play. 
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Incidental Learning

Unintentional learning activities that 
include communicating, reading, playing, 
eating, bathing, dressing, storytelling and 
other naturally occurring routines. 

1Natural Environments

Any place that children and their families 
live, learn, and play that include home and 

community settings with the people and 
objects that are most familiar to them.
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• Research indicates that 

children learn 80% of what 

they know through 

incidental learning. 

Findings

• Research also indicates that  

the rate of children’s 

incidental vocabulary 

acquisition occurs as a result 

of listening to stories. 
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Storytelling Activities

Effective 
Materials

Supplies

Pictures

Making supplies available that can be 
found in natural learning environments 
and not adding additional expense for 
the family

Selecting materials that can 
assist in storytelling activities is 
crucial to language and literacy 
development

Utilizing pictures that are appropriate to 
family structure, culture, religion and 
social status

Selecting tools and resources that 
families have accessible to them and 
relate to their cultural norms.
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4 Tools
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• Children who are Deaf are not 

able to read.  

• Children who are non- verbal 

are not able to acquire 

language.  

• Children who have hearing or 

vision loss are not able to learn.   

Facts       vs.     Myths 

• Children who have varying 

hearing, vision, or 

developmental levels have 

different learning 

capacities. 
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Recommended Assessment Tools 

CREATIVE TPITOS

TPOT

ASQ-3

AEPS-3 Pre-K

B-3
B-5

B-6

B-5

Measuring Reliable Child Outcomes

Approaches to Learning

Language & Literacy

Social & Emotional 33

22

11

Cognition 

Perceptual, Motor, & Physical

44

55
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Cultural 
Competency 
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Effective 
Communication

Equal 
Accessibility 

Essential Components of Early Learning 

What areas can you start to apply these tools? 
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Thank you for all you do! 

Please provide us with your feedback!
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