
What will Maricopa County look 

like 25 years from now? 





The Vision of the CAZCA

A sustainable preserve system that 

supports healthy ecosystems and
provides beautiful, safe open spaces 

for healthy communities



Regional Open Space Strategy

Four Goals 

Create a robust network of habitat blocks and connections

to sustain native plant and animal communities and provide 

opportunities for human recreation, support clean air/water 

resources and improve resilience.

Open spaces are managed and restored to conserve native 

biodiversity while enhancing positive user experiences and socio-

economic benefits connected with the Sonoran Desert

A public that is connected with the Sonoran Desert and supports its 

conservation.

Regional infrastructure to develop and implement collaborative 

and sustainable open space management and conservation 

strategies.



This is accomplished with Green Infrastructure

is a way to view the land around us to see how it best 

contributes to our needs for water, ecological soundness, 

scenic environments, and healthy surroundings



Just as communities continually upgrade 

and expand their Built Infrastructure

Growing communities need 

to upgrade and expand 

thier build infrastructure -

roads, streets, utilities etcs



They need to upgrade and expand

Green Infrastructure

“natural life support system”



Green Infrastructure Benefits 

Economic Benefits

 Attracts businesses and workers

 Generates revenue

 Provides access to local business

 Increases property values

 Lowers energy costs

 Lowers health care costs

 Promotes renewable energy

 Increases local food production



Green Infrastructure Benefits 

Social Benefits

 Reduces environmental stresses

 Enhances the quality of the place

 Enables recreation

 Improves public health

 Promotes equity and access

 Fosters community

 Connects people with nature



Green Infrastructure Benefits 

Ecological Benefits

 Maintains/Restores habitat

 Improves watershed health/water 
quality

 Improves air quality

 Enhances biodiversity

 Mitigates storm water/flooding

 Regulates climate

 Sequesters carbon

 Improves more sustainable modes 
of transport



Green Infrastructure vs. natural 

infrastructure vs. green infrastructure

 Green infrastructure reworks the traditional 
order of planning by identifying the natural 
infrastructure and having decision makers 
identify and map landscapes of highest 
value before growing

 Green infrastructure is not just a 
community amenity but a community 
necessity

 Low impact development (LID) is green 
infrastructure development- manage 
stormwater runoff and focuses on the use 
of on-site natural features to protect water 
quality



Green Infrastructure  

The network of open 

space, wildlife habitat, 

parks, deserts, and forests 

that sustain clean air, 

water and natural 

resources which are the 

framework for 

environmental, social and 

economic sustainability



Green Infrastructure 

Green infrastructure planning reworks the traditional order of 

planning by identifying the natural infrastructure and having decision 

makers identify and map landscapes of highest value before 

growing

.



Green Infrastructure

Suburban

Urban



• Accommodate floodplain, topography and geology 

• Connect large intact ecological and wildlife systems

• Communities are surrounded by their own landscapes

• Economic activities benefit from outstanding 
surroundings

Using Natural Infrastructure



• Reduces stormwater runoff 

• Reduces urban heat island

• Improves community cohesion and livability
• Reduces environmental stressors

Using Green Infrastructure



How do we weave GI into our 

Community?

 Use it to shape urban form and provide 
a framework for conservation and 
development

 Design and plan green infrastructure 
before development

 Identify hubs and linkages to allow the 
system to function as an ecological 
whole

 Coordinate because green 
infrastructure functions across multiple 
jurisdictions and at different scales.

 Use a array of scientists and 
professionals (public and private)–no 
one group owns green infrastructure 
design



Discussion and Questions

How do we work with what we have?

 Build on the successes no matter how 
small

 Collaboration on regional growth and 
conservation

 Foster partnership with other green 
infrastructure stakeholders

 Benchmarking best practices leads to 
an evolving system of implementation



How do we develop a Regional 

Green Infrastructure Plan?

 What Actions can be taken by the City 
to develop a Green Infrastructure Plan?

 How can the City become a leader in 
this regional open space strategy 

 What type of “value capture” can the 
City expect from investing in green 
infrastructure?


