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HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
The calendar has turned to a new year, and new decade, 
and the Hance Park Revitalization Project will take a 
major step forward in 2020, as construction on Phase 1A is 
scheduled to get underway in the spring. This first phase 
of the project will begin on the west side of the park and 
include construction of the “Fiesta Bowl Play at Hance 
Park” play area as well as an escarpment and surrounding 
landscape. The escarpment will create elevation and a 
pathway through the middle portion of that side of the 
park.

In February, as a precursor to Phase 1A construction, the 
Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) will begin 
work on I-10 tunnel joints that are located under the 
west end of the park and Japanese Friendship Garden. 
The City of Phoenix and ADOT are working closely with 
representatives from the garden to coordinate this work 
and minimize its impact. Following the joint repairs, the 
Japanese Friendship Garden will be returned to its pre-
construction state. 

NEXT PUBLIC MEETING
An open-house public meeting to gather community input about development of 
the area around the historic Winship House near 3rd Avenue and Portland Street will 
be held Wednesday, Jan. 29 from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. in Burton Barr Central Library’s 
second floor College Depot Auditorium. Representatives from the Phoenix Parks and 
Recreation Department and plan designers HargreavesJones (previously Hargreaves 
Associates) will be available to discuss ideas.

HANCE PARK REVITALIZATION PROJECT
The Margaret T. Hance Park Revitalization Project is a 
public-private partnership led by the Hance Park Partner 
Coalition, consisting of the City of Phoenix Parks and 
Recreation Department, Phoenix Community Alliance and 
Hance Park Conservancy. Funding for the project, estimated 
at $100 million, will come from public and private sources. 
A fundraising campaign is being led by the Phoenix 
Community Alliance and Hance Park Conservancy.

This monthly newsletter, first published in December 
2019, is produced by the Hance Park Partner Coalition. The 
Coalition encourages everyone to share this newsletter 
with family, friends and the organizations in which they are 
involved to help spread information and awareness about 
the project. Those who wish to receive it by e-mail can 
subscribe by visiting the Hance Park Revitalization Project 
website, which is also the best place to follow the latest 
updates about the project and park. The newsletter can also 
be viewed and downloaded via that website. Questions and 
comments about the project can be directed to 
Hance.Park@Phoenix.gov.
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PHOENIX COMMUNITY ALLIANCE
Phoenix Community Alliance’s (PCA) Hance Park 
Fundraising Committee includes local business leaders with 
deep roots in the community around the park. Committee 
Chairs are local developer Tim Sprague from Habitat Metro 
and land-use attorney Larry Lazarus of Lazarus, Silvyn & 
Bangs. Other committee members are: PCA’s Board Chair 
Diane Haller, partner at law firm Quarles & Brady; Dominic 
Papa, Co-Founder of the Institute for Digital Progress 
(IDP); Downtown Phoenix Inc. President & CEO Devney 
Preuss; PCA’s Jon Brodsky and Cyndy Gaughan, and Joe 
Hickey, Founder, CrunchTime Advisors. All involved in the 
fundraising effort see the promise of a revitalized Hance 
Park as an exclamation point for the rapid progress in 
Downtown Phoenix.   

PCA Board Members and other businesses have assisted 
with donations to offset fundraising costs. The most creative 
donation so far comes from Arizona State University’s Rick 
Naimark, PCA’s Multi-Modal Connectivity Committee 
Chair. Rick donated tips and other funds raised through 
two nights of piano and vocal performances at Crescent 
Ballroom. Thanks to Rick and the Crescent Ballroom for 
their support!

For more information on Phoenix Community Alliance, visit 
our website or e-mail: Info@phoenixcommunityalliance.
com.

The Hance Park Partner Coalition thanks the 
Fiesta Bowl for the first major donation toward the 
Hance Park Revitalization Project. The $2 million 
Fiesta Bowl legacy gift will be used specifically for 
the newly developed “Fiesta Bowl Play at Hance 
Park,” which will be constructed on the west side 
of the park and opened in conjunction with the 
Fiesta Bowl’s 50th Anniversary season. As part of 
the Fiesta Bowl’s 50th Anniversary celebration, its 
community efforts will live on through this multi-
generational playground for millions of Arizona 
residents and guests to enjoy. 

Thanks also to other organizations supporting 
PCA’s fundraising efforts: True North Studio, Arizona 
Community Foundation, Okland Construction, Dig 
Studio, CCBG Architects, Valley Metro, Clearway 
Energy and Alliance Bank of Arizona.  

HANCE PARK PROGRAMMING
Hance Park is home to a variety of programs, activities 
and special events year-round.

Itty Bitty Open… Hance Park is one of 10 city parks at which 
the annual Itty Bitty Open will be held on Saturday, Jan. 11 
from 9 a.m. to noon. Produced as a partnership between the 
Phoenix Parks and Recreation Department and the Junior Golf 
Association of Arizona (JGAA), youth ages 3 to 5 and their adult 
“caddie” will learn the basic skills of golf and participate in fun, 
non-competitive golf games. JGAA.org

Fall Into Fitness… FitPHX and AARP Phoenix present “Fall Into 
Fitness” – a free eight-week, family-oriented fitness program 
for all ages and experience levels. Each Tuesday from January 
14 to March 3, professional fitness instructors will lead calorie-
burning classes such as Turbo Kick LIVE, Zumba, P90X LIVE, 
PiYo, HIGH Fitness, Core de Force Live and more. The workouts 
are fun, interactive and designed to get people moving, and are 
set to popular music. Participants are encouraged to bring their 
own water, towel and mat (optional). Local health and wellness 
vendors will be on-site each week to provide giveaways. Free 
public parking is available. Phoenix.gov/FitPHX

MLK Day Festival… Phoenix’s annual MLK Day March, which 
starts at 15th and Jefferson streets near Pilgrim Rest Baptist 
Church, ends in Hance Park for a festival where the life of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. and civil rights events are remembered 
and celebrated. The festival features a variety of vendors and 
entertainment, and a health fair. AZMLK.org

Learn about other upcoming park events by 
viewing the calendar listing on the Hance Park 
Revitalization Project website.

HANCE PARK CONSERVANCY
The Hance Park Conservancy (HPC) was established in 2010. 
It is a community-based, 501(c)(3) non-profit organization 
that is the catalyst for a new chapter of public space 
renewal in Phoenix.

HOLIDAYS AT HANCE PARK
From December 2 to January 5, trees in Hance Park 
were festively decorated with lights as part of the 
second annual Holidays at Hance Park.
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