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January 13, 2016                       A Weekly Publication for City of Phoenix Employees 

 

A big “touchdown” for the city of Phoenix 

What a weekend for downtown Phoenix.  

Thank you to all the city employees who 

worked last weekend while Phoenix hosted the 

Championship Campus presented by Ak-Chin 

Indian Community.  Three days of fun, food 

and entertainment were the pregame to the 

actual football game Monday night.  Thanks to 

all of you, the downtown activities were a 

success.  Take a look at this video.   

 

A huge shout-out to Phoenix’s first responders, 

including Phoenix Police, who were by officers 

from other local, state and federal agencies.  All 

were out in full force protecting our streets 

during the events.   

 

Concert performer Ciara was so grateful to the 

motor officers with the Phoenix Police Traffic 

Bureau who escorted her to the concert, she 

tweeted a photo (to the left) to her nearly 7 

million followers. 

 

Great turnout to the city of Phoenix Pep Rally on Friday!  A big thanks to the Grand Canyon University 

Thundering Herd marching band and the school’s cheer and dance teams. Check out all the pictures here. 

https://www.phoenix.gov/phxtv/phxtv-media/video/3353
https://www.phoenix.gov/Documents/CFP_WrapUp_Gallery_c.pdf
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Welcome to PHXnext 

Last year, city employees asked for more communication from the City Manager’s 

Office on topics relevant to them.  City Manager Ed Zuercher has created 

PHXnext, a committee of city workers who will work on making employee 

communication more timely and interesting.  Here’s a video that will help explain 

what’s about to happen.  One of the first initiatives announced by this new group 

was Doing What Matters: Every Day, Every Customer.  It’s the city’s new 

customer service program which includes training for employees at every level, 

resources, materials and recognition opportunities.  Stay tuned for more details. 

 

What to do if you’re contacted by state legislators… 

With the State Legislature beginning their session in 

January, Government Relations reminds employees about 

city guidelines and procedures if they are contacted by 

state legislators and/or their staffs or if employees wish to 

discuss a city related issue with a legislator. 

 

“It is really important that we work together as a team to 

ensure that the city speaks to the Legislature with a 

unified voice on legislative issues,” City Manager Ed 

Zuercher said.  Information provided to legislators, 

appearances by city employees before legislative 

committees and contacts with legislative staff should be 

coordinated through Government Relations at 602-256-4257. 

 

Employees who interact with the Legislature on city-related issues must be registered as authorized public 

lobbyists, according to state law.  Please keep Government Relations staff aware of potential legislative 

contacts so city management can be certain that testimony and information given to the Legislature is 

correct and consistent with mayor and city council policy.  Contacts with congressional members and their 

staff also must be coordinated through Government Relations.  Here are other important points to 

remember: 

 Other contacts - Employees who wish to contact a legislator on their own behalf or appear before a 

legislative committee as a citizen or representative of a private organization should make it clear to 

legislators that they do not represent the city of Phoenix. In such cases, city employees should 

make appearances during off duty time and avoid wearing uniforms or other insignia that would 

imply that they are speaking for the city. 

 Department comments on bills - Some bills and amendments may impact your area. Please 

respond to bill-review requests when they are routed to the legislative liaison in your department.  

If you need information or advice during the legislative session, contact Government Relations at 

602-256-4257 or visit the office at City Hall, 12th floor. 

 

Free vaccinations being offered by Phoenix Fire this weekend 

If you do not have insurance or are underinsured, this is your chance to get up to 

speed on a variety of immunizations.  This free clinic will offer free vaccinations 

for the flu, adult measles, adult shingles and HPV.  Everyone is asked to bring 

their children’s shot records to the event.  Details: 

 Saturday, Jan. 16 

 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

 Marc T. Atkinson School, 4315 N. Maryvale Parkway  

 

Important reminder about maintenance medications 

Maintenance medications must be filled through Cigna Pharmacy Home Delivery.  This applies to 

employees and their covered dependents enrolled in the Cigna HMO, the BCBS HMO or the BCBS PPO.   

A maintenance medication is a drug that has been prescribed three consecutive times with the same dose, 

same quantity and same doctor’s instructions.  The fourth fill must occur via home delivery. 

This means if you have a maintenance medication filled at a retail pharmacy in January, February and 

March 2016, you must use Home Delivery starting in April.  For more information, send questions to 

benefits.questions@phoenix.gov or contact Kim Baker at kim.baker@phoenix.gov or 602-534-5370. 

https://youtu.be/oaUOHIljC8w
mailto:benefits.questions@phoenix.gov
mailto:kim.baker@phoenix.gov
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What’s in your wallet?  
With your Phoenix Public Library card, you get amazing access to so 

many resources like being able to check out up to 35 physical items from 

one of our 17 locations; have immediate and 24/7 access to thousands of 

eBooks, eMusic and eVideo; and be the first to know about premiere 

family events just to name a few!  A Phoenix Public Library card is free to 

all Maricopa County residents—all you need is a valid photo ID and proof 

of address. 

 

 

Have a drone? Know before you fly 

Did you know that drones are prohibited from operating within a 

five mile radius of any towered airport without notifying the 

airport and the control tower?  Knowing that unmanned aircraft 

systems (UAS) or drones are increasingly available, America’s 

Friendliest Airport® has launched a new web page and 

notification portal for drone hobbyists to use in order to help them 

comply with the law, and fly safely and responsibly.  The web site 

offers safety tips, an informational video, and Federal Aviation 

Administration (FAA) rules and regulations.  A notification portal 

on Phoenix Sky Harbor’s website provides details on how you can 

notify the airport and FAA on flying your drone. 

 

 

There’s still time to speak up about the future 

How would you like to see Phoenix in 2050?  The 

Phoenix Office of Sustainability is gathering public 

input and wants to hear directly from city employees 

about environmental goals.  Visit the atrium in City 

Hall through Friday, Jan. 15 and cast your vote on 

seven proposed goal areas (transportation, waste, 

water, parks, green buildings, local food, and clean 

air).  The goals are on large display boards and 

employees can write on the board to give their 

opinion.   

 

For more information, or to email comments, please 

contact Darice Ellis, Office of Sustainability at 534-

1792.    
 

 

 

Make it a day on, not a day off 

On Monday, many city employees will celebrate 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.  To honor his legacy, 

you are invited to join others in a community clean-

up and remembrance celebration.  The clean-up 

locations for the MLK Day of Service are along Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. (Broadway Rd.): 

1) Hayden Park 

2) Nueve Park 

3) Mong Mini Park 

4) Lenang Mini Park 

5) Eotote Mini Park 

6) Esteban Park 

7) Eastlake Park

To volunteer, contact Jackie Johnson at 

jackie.johnson@phoenix.gov or call 602-262-6439 

http://www.skyharbor.com/drones
mailto:darice.ellis@phoenix.gov
mailto:jackie.johnson@phoenix.gov
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Pack your brown bag 

The Phoenix Hispanic Network is offering its next Professional Development 

Brown Bag Session focused on career development and planning. The panel 

will be discussing career development strategies, personal professional 

stories, and will answer questions throughout the session. Panel members 

include: Inger Erickson, Parks and Recreation Director; Ray Dovalina, Street 

Transportation Director; and Donald Logan, Equal Opportunity Director.  Bring 

your lunch and get ready to learn. 

Details:  

 Thursday, Jan. 21 

 Noon – 1 p.m. 

 City Council chambers 

 Enroll through eChris under course number PHNBB  

 

Buying a home: Discover the possibilities 

If you are thinking about buying a home, but are unsure where to begin, the city of Phoenix Housing 

Department invites everyone to attend the next free NeighborhoodLIFT launch event.  Registered 

attendees can meet with experts to determine their eligibility for NeighborhoodLIFT assistance of up to 

$7,500 for down payment on qualified properties.  The city of 

Phoenix Housing Department also will host a booth to provide 

residents information about home buying opportunities through 

the city.  Details: 

 Sheraton Grand Phoenix Hotel, 340 N. Third St. 

 Jan. 15 & 16 

 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

 To register and get information about what documents to 

bring, visit trellisaz.org/lift.  

 

For homeownership opportunities through the city’s Housing 

Department, visit phoenix.gov/housing or call 602-534-4584. 

 
Leave donations requested 

Leave donations are currently being accepted for the following employees in the Phoenix Police 

Department: Katherine Kobus, Police Aide and Carmen Ortiz, Police Records Clerk. Please use eCHRIS to 

submit your donation. 

  

Going above and beyond 

Check out the good work done over the holiday by the Street Maintenance Division of the Street 

Transportation Department.  After celebrating with staff and their families on Christmas Eve, several staff 

members went out and set up a breakfast station to feed the hungry.  Everyone was smiling after 

receiving a warm and satisfying meal from city staff. The food, all donated by city employees, included 

chorizo, eggs, hash browns, sausage, pancakes, deserts, juice, milk and coffee. Streets staff has made 

this an annual event as a way of continuing to serve the folks of our community.  

 
City Connection is published every week for city employees by the Communications Office, 12th floor, 

Phoenix City Hall, 200 W. Washington St., Phoenix, AZ 85003. For more information about the publication 

or to submit story ideas, email contactus@phoenix.gov. 

http://www.trellisaz.org/lift
http://www.phoenix.gov/housing
mailto:contactus@phoenix.gov

