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Meet this week’s featured employee, Phoenix Fire Dispatch Operator, Jennifer Gonzales, who 
recently talked a father through CPR after he found his daughter in the pool unconscious. View her “Doing 
What Matters” video at https://www.phoenix.gov/phxtv/phxtv-media/video/2677 

  
 

 

City of Phoenix recognized as U.S. leader in the use of alternative fuel 

The Valley of the Sun Clean Cities Coalition (VSCCC) recognized the 

city of Phoenix for its commitment to improving air quality, 
reducing fuel costs and energy security.  The VSCCC particularly 
recognized the city’s Aviation, Public Works and Public Transit 

departments for their investment in alternative fuels.     
 
Phoenix’s Alternative Fuels Program is one of the largest and most 
successful in the country with more than 50 percent of its vehicles 

operating on alternative/clean fuels.  The light rail and PHX Sky 
Train® also reduce air pollution by taking thousands of motor 
vehicles off the streets, while operating on clean electrical energy.  
The policies adopted by the Mayor and City Council and 

implemented by city departments have been remarkable in putting the city far ahead of other cities in the 
nation.   
 

Come celebrate the 4th Annual International Jazz Day AZ at Cityscape  

Downtown Phoenix joins more than 196 global “International Jazz Day” celebrations on April 30, the date 
officially designated by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) to 
celebrate jazz and the role it plays in uniting people in all corners of the world.  The free outdoor concert 

from 4 – 9 p.m. at CityScape, 1 E. Washington St., features world-renowned jazz saxophonist Azar 
Lawrence, New Orleans jazz vocalist and Phoenix native Nayo Jones and an all-star lineup of local, 
national and international jazz artists. This year’s concert includes a tribute to the centennial of Billy 

Strayhorn, a prolific composer and arranger who is best known for his multi-
year collaboration with Duke Ellington on songs like, "Take the A Train," 
"Satin Dolls," and "Lush Life."  International Jazz Day is free to the public; 
however, donations are appreciated.  VIP event seating is available at 

Copper Blues with a $100 donation.  Proceeds support the NextStudent 
Academy, a local 501(c)(3) organization that works with schools to make 
jazz music education and instruments available and accessible to students 
from kindergarten through college.  For more information or to make a 

donation, visit www.nextstudentacademyofthearts.com/ or call 602-234-3397.  
 

Enjoy fresh seasonal produce and sign up for the Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) 

Program 

Community Supported Agriculture is a direct connection between a local farmer and the people who eat 
the food they produce. At the core of CSA is mutual commitment: communities of 
eaters commit to supporting a local farmer for a season. In return, CSA participants receive 



  
 

fresh, seasonal produce.  To participate in the CSA Program city employees can sign up using the 
following link: www.farmigo.com/join/crookedsky.  The cost for a 12 week season is $240.   
Family boxes and Mini boxes are now available as well as add on store items, including eggs.  Produce this 
season incudes summer squash, cauliflower, artichokes, D'avignon radishes, Salvius romaine, broccoli and 
spinach.  As it gets closer to the summer months we'll see melons, bell peppers, chilies, several varieties 
of tomatoes, garlic, and more.  Employees can pick up their fresh seasonal produce from 1 p.m. to 1:30 

p.m. on Wednesdays at the Personnel building, 135 N. 2nd Ave. 

 
Workforce Connection collaborates on H.E.R.O. Career Fair 

 

Phoenix Workforce Connection in collaboration with the Maricopa Human Capital 

Collaborative will host a H.E.R.O. (Hire, Educate, Recruit, Organize) Career Fair at 
Gateway Community College, 108 N. 40th St., on April 30.  The event, which is free 
and open to the general public from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., offers priority entrance to 

Veterans at 10 a.m. 
 
The City of Phoenix Veterans Initiative addresses the high unemployment rate among 
veterans.  The city is working with a broad coalition of community stakeholders and 

employers to host H.E.R.O. hiring events throughout the year.  These events, which are smaller and more 
personal than traditional job fairs, allow staff to do extensive groundwork in advance to pre-match veteran 
job seekers and employers to ensure greater job placement.  Also, prior to each hiring event, the city 

offers a series of free workshops for veterans to assist with resume preparation, interview skills and 
general career readiness.  For more information, visit www.phoenix.gov/econdev/workforce-connection or 
call 602-256-3147.  
 

NEWS BRIEFS 

The COPERS' Retirement Board is seeking nominations for an employee representative on the 

Disability Assessment Committee to serve a term through June 30, 2018.  The Committee meets 
monthly during regular business hours to evaluate disability applications.  To be considered eligible for 

nomination, candidates are required to be COPERS members for at least five years.  Nominations are due 
by 5 p.m. May 15. If you're interested in being considered, contact Scott Steventon, Management 
Assistant II at 602-534-4421, or by email at scott.steventon@phoenix.gov. 

 
The Phoenix Green Team presents "Phoenix Urban Forest: A Critical Component of Developing 

Sustainable Infrastructure and Healthy Living" from noon to 1 p.m. on Wednesday, May 13, at 

the Calvin C. Goode Building, 10 East Conference Room.  Guest speaker, Richard Adkins, Forestry 

Supervisor, for the Phoenix Parks and Recreation Department will share information on the value and 
benefits of a healthy urban forest in our city.  Learn about the work the city has done on the Tree and 
Shade Master Plan and how to use the interactive tree inventory website.   Adkins, a well-known arborist, 

can answer your questions about trees.  Bring your lunch and earn triple diversity training credits under 
the city's Equal Opportunity Plan, and your attendance will count toward your departmental goals. 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

Wednesday, April 29 - The Phoenix Office of Arts and Culture, Phoenix Public Works Department, and 
Osborn Middle School will dedicate new public artwork at the outdoor community gallery at Seventh and 
West Glenrosa Avenues at 6:30 p.m. The artwork consists of six large-scale panels featuring poetry that 
literary artists Jia Oak Baker and Tomas Stanton wrote in collaboration with a class of eight-grade 

students at Osborn Middle School. The works were inspired by a series of workshops the artists and 
students held this semester to learn about creating a greener, more sustainable environment through 
recycling, gardening, composting and reducing the waste that goes to city landfills.  Graphic designer Eve 

Vrla designed the large-scale poetry panels to read like pages of an illustrated book. The dedication will 
feature readings by the literary artists and students.  
 
For more information about the Phoenix Office of Arts and Culture, visit www.phoenix.gov/arts or call 602-

262-4637 or TTY 602-534-5500, or follow the Office of Arts and Culture on Facebook or Twitter at 
@phxarts_culture. 
 

City Connection is published every week for city employees by the Communications Office, 12th floor, 

Phoenix City Hall, 200 W. Washington St., Phoenix, AZ 85003. For more information about the publication 

or to submit story ideas, email contactus@phoenix.gov.   


