
 

To: Jeri Williams, Police Chief 
Phoenix Police Department  

Date: October 2, 2017 

  
From: Marchelle Franklin, Director 

Community Affairs Division 

  
Subject: AWARDS AND COMMENDATIONS – SECOND QUARTER 2017 

 

 
These summaries are not meant to be a comprehensive list of all incidents that have had awards and 
commendations issued. These are provided only as a few examples of these type of incidents drawn from 
the larger whole. 
 

March 25, 2017, Medal of Lifesaving: Lieutenant Fields was in the area of North 47th 
Street and East McDowell Road when he observed a large plume of smoke coming 
from a two story apartment building. Lt. Fields ran to the structure and saw the fire 
spreading from what appeared to be a vacant apartment into the next. Lt. Fields and a 
citizen feared there were occupants in the adjacent apartment. Lt. Fields breached the 
door after no one answered. He and the citizen searched the apartment and escorted 
two residents who had been sleeping out to safety. Lt. Fields was awarded the Medal of 
Merit for his actions. The citizen was awarded a Certificate of Meritorious Conduct for 
his actions.   
 
April 15, 2017, Medal of Lifesaving: Officer Ippel and Officer Janser responded to an 
emergency call of a child not breathing. When they arrived, they observed the infant 
was blue in color and unresponsive. The officers started lifesaving measures to clear 
the airway. They were able to extract mucous and get him breathing again. The child 
was transported to the hospital and was expected to survive. Officer Ippel and Officer 
Janser were awarded the Medal of Lifesaving for their actions. 
 
May 20, 2017, Commendation Letter: A citizen was attending a performance at the 
Orpheum Theatre when she encountered a problem with a broken meter at her parking 
spot. Officer Sheehan was nearby and came to assist. Officer Sheehan left a note on 
the citizen’s vehicle so that she would not be getting a parking ticket for an unpaid 
meter. The citizen wrote a letter of appreciation for Officer Sheehan’s help.  
 
May 27, 2017, Medal of Merit: Officer Mitchell was off-duty when he observed a citizen 
struggling with a seated person on a concrete barrier of the I-10 to I-17 overpass, 
attempting to prevent him from jumping over the ledge. As Officer Mitchell approached, 
the person jumped and was now being held by the citizen. The man was teetering over 
the edge and Officer Mitchell was able to grab the suicidal person’s belt, preventing 
both of the men from falling. Officer Mitchel was awarded the Medal of Merit for his 
actions.  
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July 5, 2017, Commendation Letter: A citizen wrote a letter commending Officer Carro 
for assisting her and her daughter with filing a report. The citizen was impressed with 
his customer service and helping them understand and answer all questions they had 
during a very difficult time. The citizen shared that the interaction with Officer Carro 
changed and possibly saved her daughter’s life.  
 
August 3, 2017, Commendation Letter: A citizen wrote to commend an officer who 
assisted their son after responding to accident where his vehicle became disabled. The 
officer called a tow truck and waited with their son. The citizen wanted to thank the 
officer for his assistance and calming their son down during a stressful situation.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


