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From left to right: Badge and shoulder patch worn by special police officers beginning in the 

early 1940s.  Badge and shoulder patch currently worn by reserve police officers.
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The history of the Phoenix 

Police Reserve is rich and 

storied.  It was built by the 

service, courage and  

dedication of men and 

women who performed the 

demanding work of policing, as 

volunteers and servants of their 

community, to make their city 

a better and safer place to live, 

work and visit.

Sir Robert Peel, who twice 

served as the Prime Minister of 

the United Kingdom, helped to 

create modern policing when 

INTRODUCTION

he served as Home Secretary 

in the early 1800s.  He once 

said: “The police are the public 

and the public are the police.”  

Certainly, those words have 

a special meaning for reserve 

police officers, and they have 

long been a beacon for the men 

and women who serve as reserve 

police officers.

This book chronicles the 

interesting history of the men 

and women who have served 

with the Phoenix Police Reserve.

“We make a living by what we get, 
but we make a life by what we give.”

- Winston  Churchill
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The Early 
History of 
Phoenix

In 1875, Phoenix was a small frontier 

colony of settlers which included 

sixteen saloons, four dance halls, two 

monte banks and one faro table. Five 

years later, there were 2,453 residents. 

The Phoenix Charter Bill was passed 

by the 11th Territorial Legislature and 

was signed by the Territorial  

Governor in 1881, making Phoenix 

an incorporated city.

The next 10 years brought significant 

changes to Phoenix. One of the first 

electrical plants in the west, which 

was a steam boiler plant fired by 

mesquite wood, was built in 1886.  

That same year, the Phoenix Fire 

Engine Company Number 1, an all-

volunteer group, was formed.
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In the early 1900s, the population of Phoenix 

reached 11,134.  The city was only 3.1 square 

miles.  The Phoenix Police Department used 

a horse named Old Nelly to pull the patrol 

wagon for officers.  Most police officers 

patrolled on foot. 

By 1911, Phoenix had grown to approximately 

12,000 residents.  The police force had 15 

officers who were assigned to work 48 hours 

each week for a salary of $100.00 a month.  

The officers purchased their own uniforms 

which were usually worn only for special 

occasions.
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The city installed several police 

call boxes at various locations in 

1912.  The call boxes used a system 

of horns and flashing lights which 

alerted officers to call police 

headquarters, so they could be 

directed to the location where 

police assistance was needed. 

By 1920, Phoenix grew to 29,053 

residents. The Phoenix Police 

Department was 25 men strong.
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The Creation 
and Early Work 
of the Phoenix 
Police Reserve

On May 17, 1918, Mayor Peter 

Corpstein signed Ordinance No. 

222 which formally recognized and 

created the Phoenix Police Reserve, 

as ordained by the Commission of 

the City of Phoenix.  Enlistment in 

the Phoenix Police Reserve was for 

a period of one year.  The duties of 

the members of the police reserve 

were the same as those imposed by 

law upon police officers of the City 

of Phoenix.  

The Arizona Republican newspaper 

reported that the Phoenix Police 

Reserve was to be not less than 300 

members, and not more than 400 

members.  Members were required 

to be citizens of the United States, 

over eighteen years of age, with good 

moral character.  Members were 

empowered with all the duties of 

regular police officers, including the 

authority to make arrests and serve 

warrants, just as any other authorized 

officer of the law.

The ordinance provided that the 

organization of the police reserve  

was “for the purpose of enforcing 

peace in time of danger” and it 

specifically determined that “an 

emergency is hereby declared to exist.”

In describing the formal creation 

of the Phoenix Police Reserve by 

the city commission in May 1918, 

the Arizona Republican Newspaper 

reported that the police reserve had 

been informally organized more 

than a year earlier, but there was 

uncertainty about the authority of 

the police reserve to act in the event 

of an emergency.  

 
 



THE PHOENIX POLICE RESERVE  |  A  CENTENNIAL OF  SERVICE12



THE PHOENIX POLICE RESERVE  |  A  CENTENNIAL OF  SERVICE 13

The newspaper further described the actions of the 

city commission in passing the ordinance to formally 

establish the Phoenix Police Reserve, and it reported: 

In introducing the ordinance, it was 
explained that the organization as it is at 
present constituted has no authority to 
act or to even represent the city in any 
crisis that may develop.  The city owes it to 
these men, it was explained, to afford them 
some protection by adopting a resolution 
such as presented this morning.

Following Ordinance No. 222, the Phoenix Police Reserve 

continued with its para-military characteristics, such as 

being organized on a regimental basis and divided into 

companies.  The ordinance provided for the appointment 

of general officers and company officers of the police 

reserve, and for a commanding officer of the police 

reserve.  The city commission would also determine the 

“suitable uniforms, arms and equipment” to be supplied 

for use by the police reserve.  In Arizona Republican 

newspaper accounts, members were referred to as “city 

police reserves.”

Although the Phoenix Police Reserve was formally 

established by city ordinance in May 1918, Arizona 

Republican newspaper articles described the earlier 

activities by an organized police reserve.  For example, in 

July 1917, the newspaper reported the arrival of hundreds 

of new “spick and span” uniforms for the five companies 

of the Phoenix Police Reserve.  The article described 

that the police reserve members will look like regular 

“Sammies”, with their khaki uniforms, campaign hats and 

leggings.  The term “Sammies” was an affectionate term 

sometimes used by the English and some Americans to 

refer to soldiers in the U.S. Army, presumably referring to 

Uncle Sam.

Also in July 1917, the newspaper reported that members 

of the police reserve guarded the Phoenix train station 

when organized “agitators” associated with the Industrial 

Workers of the World, an international labor union 

founded in Chicago in 1905, traveled to Phoenix.  

According to newspaper accounts, the Phoenix Police 

Reserve had a strength of 300 men in January 1918.  They 

were armed with 30-30 Winchester rifles.  More than 200 

of the rifles were purchased by the City of Phoenix at the 

time of the threatened Mexico uprising. Downloaded on Jan 27, 2018http://azcentral.newspapers.com/image/119208253
Arizona Republic (Phoenix, Arizona) ·  Wed, Jul 11, 1917 ·  Page 5Arizona Republic

Copyright © 2018 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.
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At a city dinner event held on January 

19, 1918, Phoenix City Manager Avery 

Thompson spoke for the first time after 

being appointed.  He described the 

importance and necessity of the Phoenix 

Police Reserve.  According to the Arizona 

Republican newspaper, City Manager 

Thompson described the police reserve as 

“well organized and well trained” and that 

it was “a prime reason why no overt acts are 

being committed in Phoenix.”  City Manager 

Thompson reportedly stated that “people 

inclined to evil doing will hesitate because of 

the knowledge and existence of an effective 

organization such as the police reserves.”

During the city mayoral election campaign 

in the early months of 1918, the use of the 

Phoenix Police Reserve and whether it 

should be more formally established by a city 

ordinance was a campaign issue apparently 

debated among the mayoral candidates.  Campaign materials in early 1918 described that “vice and crime are rampant” in 

Phoenix, and that the police reserves stood for “law and order.”  Peter Corpstein was elected mayor in March 1918.  

Another example of the early activities of the Phoenix Police Reserve occurred on April 18, 1918, when two-hundred members 

reportedly mobilized into 40 different vehicles, and they drove to meet the motorcade of U.S. Treasury Secretary William G. 

McAdoo, which was traveling from Globe, Arizona to Phoenix.  Secretary McAdoo was a popular and well-respected federal 

dignitary.  The Phoenix Police Reserve escorted Secretary McAdoo over the Apache Trail, with short stops in Mesa and Tempe, 

and then into Phoenix and to the Hotel Adams.  Members of the Phoenix Police Reserve were then stationed in squads and 

“under arms” at street crossings as a “guard of honor,” as the motorcade for Secretary McAdoo traveled to the evening’s events.

On May 26, 1918, nine days after the enactment of Ordinance No. 222, the Arizona Republican newspaper reported that the 

Phoenix Police Reserve worked in several five-officer squads, along with other city and county officers, to round up 2,000 men 

of draft age who were not carrying classification cards or who had “doubtful credentials.”  The roundup was conducted under 

government order, and under the direction of United States Marshal Joseph Dillon.  Thirty-five men were formally arrested 

and jailed.  According to the newspaper: “The round-up was so well carried out that there was little opportunity for any of the 

men halted to offer resistance if they had been so inclined.”
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In June 1918, the Phoenix Police 

Reserve reportedly had a membership 

of 325, with 285 men having been 

“regularly sworn” in accordance with 

the city ordinance that was enacted 

the prior month.  The Phoenix Police 

Reserve was then organized into six 

companies:  Company A; Company B; 

Company C; Company D; Company 

E; and Company F.  Company A was 

recognized for the highest attendance, 

with an average attendance of 49 men 

during each drill night.  The companies 

would each individually conduct 

regular drills.

One company of the Phoenix Police 

Reserve was comprised of Shriners, a 

fraternal organization of men based 

upon fellowship and the Masonic 

principles of brotherly love, relief 

and truth.  They were armed with 

regulation Springfield rifles that 

 

 
 

 

were personally owned by the 

members.  Another company of the 

Phoenix Police Reserve was comprised 

of members of the Knights of Pythias, 

another fraternal organization.    

A third company was almost 

completely comprised of employees 

of the Pacific Gas & Electric Company. 

The reported goal of the Phoenix 

Police Reserve was to provide the 

city with protection.  For a uniform, 

members of the Phoenix Police Reserve 

wore khaki breeches, olive drab shirts, 

leggings and semi-regulation hats.  

Members also wore an armband with 

the letters “P.P.R.”, an abbreviation for 

Phoenix Police Reserve.
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The different companies of the Phoenix Police Reserve 

held competitions to enhance performance in firearms, 

drill attendance, marching, recruitment, care of property 

and general efficiency of a company.

On August 26, 1918, the Arizona Republican newspaper 

reported that two companies of the Phoenix Police 

Reserve, along with a dozen police officers and several 

sheriff ’s deputies, embarked on an unsuccessful manhunt 

for a suspect that murdered a young boy on the Sacaton 

Indian Reservation.

In September 1918, following the killing of two men 

in Jerome, Arizona, 70 armed members of the Phoenix 

Police Reserve patrolled the city streets of Phoenix for 

precautionary security.

In October 1918, and under the direction of the city 

health department and the Red Cross, 140 members of 

the Phoenix Police Reserve were deployed to engage in 

a house-to-house survey of the city to determine the 

number of citizens who were infected by the Spanish 

influenza epidemic.  The police reserve members worked 

in squads, and they searched the city in designated six 

square-block grids.

In November 1918, the Arizona Republican reported that 

the Phoenix Police Reserve was again deployed to enforce 

compliance with the strict regulations imposed by the 

committee of health officers and physicians to curtail 

the epidemic of the Spanish influenza in Phoenix.  The 

Phoenix Police Reserve was reported to have a large role in 

carrying out the regulations of the health committee and 

physicians.  The police reserve members were given the 

authority to arrest any violators of the health regulations.  

A number of police reserve members were also deployed to 

prevent the gathering of groups or crowds.

In December 1918, members of the Phoenix Police Reserve 

guarded several military planes that landed at the state 

fairgrounds during a military flying exhibition.

In May 1919, members of the Phoenix Police Reserve 

policed and patrolled the Victory Loan Parade, which was 

the largest parade ever held in Phoenix.  The parade was 

described as “seven monster divisions, representing almost 

every society, organization and business house in Phoenix.”

Newspaper articles reported that many of the members of 

the Phoenix Police Reserve joined the Army, where they 

quickly assumed non-commissioned officer positions.
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In September 1925, a local gun 

store advertised the sale of .45 Colt 

pistols and thousands of rounds 

of 30-30 ammunition which had 

been purchased from the Phoenix 

Police Reserve.  A month later, the 

same gun store advertised the sale 

of “good as new” 30-30 Winchester 

carbines used by the Phoenix Police 

Reserve, for the price of $20 each.

In 1929, the police department 

moved into the new city-county 

building at 17 South 2nd Avenue, 

where it remained until 1975.  

Regular patrolmen were paid 

$110.00 a month for a six-day 

work week. 
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By 1930, the population of Phoenix 

nearly doubled to 48,118.  There were 

120 miles of sidewalks and 161 miles 

of streets, with 77 miles of paved 

streets.  The police department had 

a force of 70 men.  The city budget 

was approximately $2 million.

In 1932, innovative technology at the 

time came to the police department.  

Until then, police officers relied 

upon bells and flashing lights to 

alert them to respond to street 

corner call boxes.  This old 

communication system was replaced 

with the first police radio system 

in Arizona, and patrol cars were 

equipped with one way radios.  The 

radio call letters were KGZJ.

In February 1934, the Arizona 

Republic newspaper reported 

that the Phoenix Police Reserve 

continued to recruit for new 

members, and that it remained 

a quasi-military organization.  

Commanders continued to 

emphasize the local defense 

importance of the Phoenix Police 

Reserve.  Members of the Phoenix 

Police Reserve continued to work 

closely with the National Guard, 

which was a distinct military 

organization.  Newspaper reports 

also suggested that special police 

officers were being used by the 

Phoenix Police Department in the 

1930s, although the precise details 

remain unclear.
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The “Green 
Hornets” and 
the Special 
Police
In December 1941, the newly formed 

Phoenix Civilian Defense Committee 

became a duly authorized city 

organization, with the adoption of 

enabling legislation by the Phoenix 

City Commission.  The committee 

then prepared detailed plans for 

the protection and defense of the 

municipal population in the event of 

an emergency.  Henry J. Coerver, the 

president of the First National Bank of 

Arizona, was appointed as director of 

the committee’s newly opened control 

center, which was the base for all 

civilian defense activities.

Another volunteer police organization 

was formed under the Cities’ Civil 

Defense Group, as a part of the 

nation’s preparation for World War 

II.  This group of volunteers originally 

wore dark green twill uniforms with 

a cap, and they were affectionately 

known as the “Green Hornets.”  These 

volunteers did not carry firearms, and 

they were utilized primarily as traffic 

control officers, usually at Central 

Avenue and Washington Street on 

Saturday nights.



THE PHOENIX POLICE RESERVE  |  A  CENTENNIAL OF  SERVICE21

Subsequently, the civil defense group 

volunteers evolved into the Phoenix Civil 

Defense Special Police, who were also known 

as “Specials.”  These special police officers 

worked side-by-side with regular police 

officers.  The city supplied these special 

officers with a grey shirt, green pants, a green 

jacket and a cap.  The civil defense group 

provided the uniform badges and patches.  

Each special officer was issued a “special 

police” identification card.  Unlike the prior 

civil defense group volunteers, the special 

police officers carried firearms which were 

personally provided by each officer. 
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To remain active and in good 

standing, each special police 

officer was required to attend a 

monthly meeting, perform two 

hours of traffic duty each month, 

work eight hours each month in  

criminal or traffic cars, and attend 

regular firearms training at the 

police academy.

In April 1942, the Arizona Republic 

newspaper reported that 56 “young 

business and professional men” 

enlisted in the special police, and 

they commenced training in “all 

phases of regular police work,” 

which included military drills, legal 

procedure, first aid and “extra-

curricular” aspects of police duties.  

Two of the businessmen were Harry 

Rosenzweig and Paul Fannin.  

The special police enlistees also 

received training by instructors 

from the Reserve Officers’  

Training Corps at Phoenix Union 

High School.  The most vital 

training was described as “field 

work,” where the trainees would 

accompany regular police officers 

on their beats “to learn, first hand, 

the whys and wherefores of police 

work.”  Training included working 

with radio car patrolmen, walking 

a beat with downtown officers 

and sitting in the radio room with   

radio operators.  

 

 
ee 

 

 
ee 

 

 
ee 

The special police officers were assigned to the districts closest to their 

homes, with the districts drawn up by the civilian defense center.  At that 

time, the Phoenix Police Department had jurisdiction over 25 districts in five 

sections of the city.  The main downtown section of the city had its emergency 

headquarters at the main police station.  The tentative police substations for 

the remaining four sections of the city included:  Northeast - Coronado Park; 

Northwest - Encanto Park; Southeast - Verde Park; and Southwest - University 

Park.  It was reported that these substations would work in conjunction with 

the projected 18 auxiliary fire stations and 6 casualty stations throughout the city.

 

 
ee 
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On October 31, 1942, the special officers received 

training from an English civilian defense instructor who 

served in many “destructive air raids” over Liverpool, 

England, and who instructed about the use of unpaid 

civilian police, and the operations of air wardens, 

regular police and civilian defense organizations.

By November 1942, the Arizona Republic newspaper 

reported that 80 business and professional men had 

been trained and qualified to work as special police 

officers.  These volunteer special police officers used 

their own automobiles, firearms and other equipment 

when they worked.  They were issued special police 

commission cards which “qualifies them on the same 

basis as that of a regular officer.”

During 1942, the special police officers reportedly 

worked the Mexican Independence Day celebration, 

Halloween events and the Ginger Rogers Bond Show, 

in addition to providing police patrols.  They would 

mobilize, often in less than 30 minutes, when needed.  

Police Chief Don Steward explained that the special 

police officers “are an integrated line of second defense 

behind the regular police force.”

In March 1943, the Arizona Republic newspaper reported 

that after eight months of training, 40 additional 

special police officers began to work with regular police 

officers to handle downtown traffic, and other police 

assignments and duties.  They worked side-by-side with 

regular police officers in criminal cars and traffic cars.  

Special police officers were also assigned to occasional 

“plain clothes” stake-out details.
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In July 1943, Police Chief James Duane 

assigned a group of special police 

officers to work as desk officers in the 

detective bureau from 7:00 p.m. to 

2:00 a.m., nightly.  The special police 

officers were under the direction of 

Paul Fannin, the special police group 

personnel officer.  This detective desk 

staffing at night by special police 

officers allowed for the release of a 

detective or a detective sergeant back 

into the field for active investigations.

   

At other times, the special police 

officers worked rodeo parades, 

national safety council vehicle 

checks and presidential candidate 

visits to Phoenix.

On August 12, 1948, two special 

police officers reportedly observed 

and followed a suspicious vehicle 

traveling without headlights 

on McDowell Road towards Six 

Points.  After “a running fight” 

near the main gate of the state 

fairgrounds, the two special police 

officers captured a criminal escapee 

from the Florence Annex of the 

Arizona State Hospital.
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The Development of 
the Modern Phoenix 
Police Reserve

Beginning in the 1950s, the differences between special 

police officers and regular police officers began to narrow.

In April 1951, the Phoenix Police Department and the civil 

defense authorities reactivated the civil defense special 

police.  Special police officers were formally placed under 

the authority and control of the Phoenix Police Department.  

Ralph Blair, a 56 year-old “insurance man,” was appointed 

chief of the special police.  The organization also had one 

assistant chief and six captains.

In December 1952, seventy members of the special police 

reportedly worked shifts on downtown streets to direct 

traffic and relieve holiday congestion.  Each day, eight  

uniformed special police officers were assigned to work 

traffic control.

According to Arizona Republic newspaper accounts, special 

police officers were described as being part of the special 

police reserve division of the civil defense unit. 

Other sources reported different names for the volunteer 

Phoenix Police organizations that existed between 1940 and 

1953, including: The Civil Defense Auxiliary Police Group; 

Civil Defense Group; Phoenix Civil Defense Special Police 

Corps; Phoenix Special Emergency Police Group; Phoenix 

Special Police Patrol; Phoenix Civil Defense Police Reserve; 

and the Phoenix Police Reserve.
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On January 1, 1953, the special police officers with the 

reserve division of the civil defense unit reportedly 

policed the Salad Bowl Parade, and the subsequent 

football game.  The Salad Bowl was an annual 

post-season college football bowl game played at 

Montgomery Stadium in Phoenix, which was sponsored 

by the Phoenix and Valley of the Sun Kiwanis Clubs.  

In October 1954, training of an additional class of 

special police officers began, to join the already serving 

100 special police officers.  Initial training included 16 

classroom periods, and seven in-the-field sessions.  

 

 

 

 

The subjects of instruction included: laws of arrest, 

police organization and functions, patrol and 

observation, field interrogations, accident investigation, 

intersection control, juvenile procedure, mob control, 

mechanics of arrest, firearms and other subjects.  

The training was based upon materials supplied by 

the Phoenix Police Department, the Los Angeles 

Police Department and the federal Civil Defense 

Administration.  Following their training, special police 

officers completed a six-month probationary period as 

they worked with regular police officers.
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Although the precise timing remains uncertain, it appears 

that the special police officers began to be referred to as 

reserve police officers.  Subsequent sources described  

Ralph Blair as the reserve deputy chief.  

Deputy Chief Blair retired from his service with the police 

department in 1954.  Beginning in 1955, the Civil Defense 

Police Reserve began to award the Blair Memorial Award, 

in memory of Deputy Chief Blair, which was presented to 

police officers for outstanding acts of courage or heroism.

In 1955, N. A. (Bill) Winters #R10, the head of an 

advertising agency, was appointed to the position of 

reserve deputy chief and he assumed command of the 

Phoenix Police Reserve.

Reserve police officers were formally granted the same 

legal authority as career police officers, and they began 

to work independently.  The uniform for a reserve police 

officer became identical to that of a career police officer, 

with two exceptions.  Reserve police officers would 

wear a rocker under the police department shoulder 

patch which stated “RESERVE”.  Reserve police officers 

also wore black plastic name plates on their uniform, 

which were different from the metal name plates worn 

by career police officers.  The serial numbers for reserve 

police officers were preceded with the letter “R”, which 

continues to the present day.
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In 1958, reserve police officers were 

assigned to the traffic division 

within the police department.  

There were approximately 55 

reserve police officers.  They would 

direct traffic on Thursday nights in 

downtown Phoenix.  During many 

other nights of the week, reserve 

police officers were assigned to 

be the second officer in patrol 

and traffic cars.  Sources reported 

that reserve police officers would 

average 6,000 police hours each 

year in traffic and patrol.

These reserve police officers also 

worked many different special 

events, including rodeo parades, 

other major parades, the 20-30 Club 

vehicle safety checks, Golden Glove 

boxing events, Christmas traffic 

control, traffic control during fires 

and floods, local football games and 

many other details.  The 20-30 Club 

was comprised of men between 

the ages of 20 and 30 who were 

dedicated to civic improvement 

by “living and doing” things which 

made for better citizenship and 

a better city, county, state and 

nation.

According to Arizona Republic 

newspaper reports in 1961, fewer 

than 7 of every 25 applicants 

successfully completed the 

selection and training process to 

become a reserve police officer. 

 

 

In March 1961, the Phoenix 

Police Reserve pistol team was 

reportedly unbeaten in shooting 

competitions with other police 

reserve organizations, including the 

Scottsdale Sheriff ’s Posse and the 

Maricopa County Sheriff ’s Water 

Safety Posse.

During the 1960s, the Phoenix Police 

Reserve continued to hold annual 

awards banquets and ceremonies 

to recognize the accomplishments 

of reserve police officers, and 

it continued to award the Blair 

Memorial Award to police officers 

for outstanding acts of courage or 

heroism.  The awards were presented 

by the reserve chiefs, most often with 

the police chief in attendance.
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In November 1962, reserve police 

officers reportedly donated more 

than 10,000 hours of police services, 

working in traffic and patrol cars, 

and providing police services at 

football games, rodeos, boxing 

matches and the Arizona State Fair.  

During this time, reserve police 

recruits were required to complete 

a six-week evening police training 

program at the police academy.  

The newspaper reported that eight 

reserve police recruits were being 

trained at the police academy, and 

that the police department had a 

force of 60 active reserve police 

officers.  At that time, the city’s 

goal was to have 100 reserve police 

officers.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1964, an Arizona Republic newspaper reader sent a letter to the editor and 

suggested that the city form a reserve police officer force to increase police 

staffing.  The newspaper editor published a note, in response to the letter, 

which stated that the reader “has overlooked the fact that the Phoenix Police 

Department already has a fine and efficient police reserve composed of civic-

minded men.”

In 1966, there were 70 reserve police officers.  On average, each reserve police 

officer would work five hours, weekly.

In July 1968, another class of 14 reserve police officers graduated from the 

police academy.
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In May 1968, Deputy Chief Winters 

retired, and he was presented with a 

gold retirement badge by Police Chief 

Paul Blubaum.  Mayor Milton Graham 

presented Deputy Chief Winters with 

the Outstanding Phoenician Award for 

his service to the police department and 

the community. 

Also in May 1968, Police Chief Blubaum 

appointed Sam Leabo #R22 to the rank  

of reserve deputy chief, and he began to 

command the Phoenix Police Reserve.

In 1968, the Arizona state legislature 

established the Arizona Law 

Enforcement Officers Advisory Council 

(“ALEOAC”), which promulgated 

standards of integrity, competence 

and professionalism for peace officers 

in Arizona.  The council established 

minimum peace officer selection, 

recruitment, retention and training 

standards.  Presently, the Arizona 

Peace Officers Standards and Training 

Board (“AZ-POST”) promulgates and 

implements the state standards for 

police officers.
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Also in 1968, the Phoenix Police Reserve promulgated 

formal general and operations orders.  Among other 

things, the new orders formally confirmed that reserve 

police officers would have the same legal authority as 

career police officers, and that they would perform the 

same police duties as career police officers.

These new orders also established a 16-week training 

academy for reserve police recruits, which consisted 

of night classes during the week at the Phoenix Police 

Academy, and one Sunday each week working with an 

experienced career police officer for field training.  Upon 

graduation from the police academy, reserve police officers 

became state-certified police officers.  The new orders also 

required reserve police officers to work a minimum of 200 

hours each year performing police services in the field.
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In December 1970, the Arizona Republic newspaper reported 

that 94 reserve police officers patrolled the city, while the 

career police officer force attended the funerals for Officer 

Albert Bluhm and Officer Dale Stone, who were both killed 

in the line of duty.  Officer Bluhm was shot three times after 

he stopped the occupants of a stolen truck, and Officer Stone 

was killed in a motorcycle accident while responding to the 

“officer down” call for Officer Bluhm.  

Throughout 1970, the 86 

reserve police officers 

reportedly donated 22,000 

hours of police services to 

the city.
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In February 1971, the police 

department started its largest academy 

class of 30 reserve police recruits.  

In August 1971, the Arizona Republic 

newspaper reported that a reserve 

police officer suffered a head injury 

when he was struck by a rock thrown 

during a crowded protest as police 

officers were attempting to serve a 

warrant.  The reserve police officer 

fully recovered, and the perpetrators 

were booked into jail for assault.

In 1971, Deputy Chief Leabo was 

promoted to the rank of reserve chief 

by Police Chief Larry Wetzel.
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In May 1972, Arizona Republic 

newspaper articles featured the 

work of reserve police officers, and 

they reported that each weekend 

there would be 20-35 reserve police 

officers working in patrol.  Police 

Chief Wetzel announced his 

intention to hire even more reserve 

police officers.



THE PHOENIX POLICE RESERVE  |  A  CENTENNIAL OF  SERVICE 39

On January 21, 1973, twenty-one 

reserve police officers graduated 

from the police academy, after 

completing the required 220 hours  

of state-mandated police training.  

The police department had 94 

reserve police officers.  

In June 1973, Mary Ann Cichocki, 

a mother of two young boys and 

one girl, and a self-described 

“housewife,” became the first 

woman reserve police officer.  Her 

husband was also a reserve police 

officer.  Officer Cichocki stated 

during a newspaper interview that 

she would work two eight-hour 

shifts each week as a reserve police 

officer.  In May 1975, she received 

the Optimist Club Reserve Police 

Officer of the Year Award.   
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During 1973, reserve police officers 

reportedly donated more than 40,000 

hours of police services.

In 1974, the reserve police officer unit 

became a recognized bureau within 

the police department.  Previously, the 

reserve police officer unit was a part of 

the special operations bureau.  In the 

mid-1970s, the reserve shoulder rocker 

was removed from the reserve police 

officer’s uniform. 

In May 1974, Mayor Timothy Barrow 

announced an aggressive program to 

recruit 100 new reserve police officers, 

to help supplement the hiring of 

career police officers.  Mayor Barrow 

hosted a news conference with Police 

Chief Wetzel and Chief Leabo.  Mayor  

Barrow declared May 5 - 11, 1974 to be 

“Police Reserve Week.”  

Also in 1974, the Arizona Republic 

newspaper reported that the city 

had 108 reserve police officers who 

donated 46,000 hours of police 

services and answered 4,200 radio 

calls for service.
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On September 26, 1974, the 

newspaper reported that 25 reserve 

police officers provided traffic 

control during the Fifth Annual El 

Zaribah Shrine Circus Parade which 

traveled down Central Avenue in 

Phoenix, to supplement career police 

personnel.  A month later, the police 

department began a concentrated 

home burglary prevention program, 

which heavily relied upon the work 

of reserve police officers.

On November 1, 1975, Chief Leabo 

retired from the Phoenix Police 

Reserve after 13 years of service.  At 

a ceremony with the mayor and city 

council, Chief Leabo was honored 

for his service.  Mayor Barrow also 

presented Chief Leabo with the key 

to the city, as his wife and daughter 

looked on.  In referring to the key to 

the city, Mayor Barrow said “these are 

not handed out like popcorn as they 

do in some cities.”     

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

A proclamation by the city council was 

also read, which stated in part: “Chief 

Leabo is held in special esteem and 

affection by those in the reserve and the 

police department with whom he has 

worked.”  The Phoenix Police Reserve 

was  not commanded by another reserve 

chief until 2006.

On February 7, 1976, the Phoenix  

Police Reserve again held its annual 

awards banquet and ceremony.    

Several reserve police officers were 

awarded medals of merit for their 

service and dedication to duty.  In 

addition, two career police officers 

were awarded the Blair Memorial 

Award, for their bravery in rescuing 

two boys from an electrical substation 

fire and explosion.  At the awards 

ceremony, Chief Leabo was awarded 

the medal of merit.  In recognition of 

his retirement, Chief Leabo was also 

presented with a portrait of himself to 

recognize his service and leadership 

with the Phoenix Police Reserve.  

Later during 

the ceremony, 

Police Chief 

Wetzel praised 

all reserve 

police officers 

for their service 

and dedication, 

saying: “Because 

of your efforts, 

Phoenix is a 

better place to 

live.”

 

Through the 1970s, the Phoenix Police 

Reserve continued to hold annual 

awards banquets and ceremonies to 

recognize the accomplishments of 

reserve police officers, and career 

police officers.  The Blair Memorial 

Award, which recognized career and 

reserve police officers for outstanding 

acts of courage or heroism, continued 

to be presented.  

In May 1978, 

a reader of 

the Arizona 

Republic 

newspaper 

sent a letter 

to the editor 

which was 

entitled 

“Police 

Reserves 

Forgotten.”  

The reader 

noted that 

reserve police officers donated large 

amounts of time to be trained and 

work as police officers, and that they 

provided  their own uniforms and 

some equipment.  The reader ended 

her letter with:  “I feel that if there is 

any single group of people to whom 

we must show appreciation and 

gratitude it is the Phoenix  

Police Reserve.”

In 1979, other members of the public 

sent letters to the newspaper, praising 

the dedication and commitment of 

reserve police officers.
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In the 1980s, the Phoenix Police 

Department recruited for more 

reserve police officers by distributing 

recruitment brochures and placing 

classified newspaper advertisements.  

The brochures and advertisements 

would use the initials “P.P.R.” as 

an abbreviation for Phoenix Police 

Reserve, just like the armbands worn 

by members of the Phoenix Police 

Reserve in 1918.

Beginning in the 1980s, reserve    

police officers began to work in  

some specialty details, such as 

detectives, although the majority 

of reserve police officers continued 

to work in uniformed patrol.  

Throughout the 1980s, reserve police 

officers also frequently provided 

police security at many large 

community events and city parades, 

including the annual Fiesta Bowl 

Parades, to supplement career  

police personnel.

In July 1980, the Phoenix City 

Council asked the fire department  

to study the possibility of 

establishing a reserve firefighter 

program, similar to the reserve  

police officer program which had 

been so successful.

In October 1983, the Phoenix Police 

Reserve was awarded the prestigious 

12 Who Cares Hon Kachina Award, 

because its reserve police officers 

donated 33,000 hours of police 

services to the citizens of Phoenix.

In May 1984, it was reported that 

reserve police officers donated 33,000 

hours of police services during the 

prior year.  At that time, the reserve 

police academy consisted of 220  

hours of state-mandated police  

officer training.

By December 1985, the number of 

reserve police officers reportedly 

decreased to 70, down from 150 

reserve police officers from a  

decade earlier.  



THE PHOENIX POLICE RESERVE  |  A  CENTENNIAL OF  SERVICE43

 

 

 

 

 

 

Throughout the mid-1980s, the 

Phoenix Police Reserve continued to 

present the Blair Memorial Award to 

recognize police officers, reserve and 

career alike, for outstanding acts of 

courage or heroism.  

On September 14, 1987, more than 

30 reserve police officers provided 

additional police security for the 

visit by Pope John Paul II, and during 

his parade down Central Avenue  

in Phoenix.

In the early 1990s, the police 

department’s general and  

operations orders governing reserve 

police officers were substantially      

re-written and expanded, to 

provide more organizational clarity 

and alignment, and to further expand 

the utilization and deployment of 

reserve police officers throughout    

the police department.

During the 1990s, reserve police 

officers continued to work in police 

patrol, and other specialty police 

assignments throughout the police 

department.  They also frequently 

provided police security at many large 

community events and city parades to 

supplement career police personnel.
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The Phoenix 
Police Reserve 
at the New 
Millennium

By early 2000, the number of reserve 

police officers decreased to only 17, 

due to retirements and attrition, and a 

limited focus on reserve police officer 

recruitment.  The command staff of 

the reserve bureau developed and 

proposed some aggressive recruitment 

and retention campaigns to the police 

chief and city management.  Among 

other strategies, an interactive reserve 

police officer recruitment website was 

created. 

Following the Attacks of September 

11th, many citizens wanted to assist and 

participate in homeland security, and 

many considered service as a reserve 

police officer to be the ultimate in 

community service.  In addition, many 

reserve police officers volunteered 

to complete specialty training and 

certifications in airport operations 

and homeland security, to provide 

additional resources for critical 

operations during major catastrophic 

incidents and elevated homeland 

security needs.

In 2004, the mayor, city council, 

and police department made the 

recruitment of more reserve police 

officers a priority, and they set a goal 

to have a force of 300 sworn reserve 

police officers, or ten percent (10%) 

of the then existing career police 

officer force. 

The Phoenix Police Reserve then 

implemented creative reserve police 

officer recruitment and retention 

campaigns, which included public 

service announcements with NBA 

Star Shaquille O’Neal, a reserve 

police officer with several agencies, 

movie actor Lou Ferrigno, a reserve 

deputy with the Los Angeles County 

Sheriff ’s Department, comedic actor 

Leslie Nielsen, and Jerry Colangelo, a 

community leader and then owner of 

the Phoenix Suns. 

In addition, retiring career police 

officers were recruited to transition 

to reserve police officer positions, 

so they could continue their service 

to the community, and so the 

police department could retain 

the experience and skills of those 

seasoned police officers.  Many 

of those officers had decades of 

experience in police patrol, and 

in many specialty investigative 

and tactical areas including drug 

enforcement, homicide, gangs, traffic, 

air support, special weapons and 

tactics, and homeland security.
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In 2005, the Phoenix Police Citizen’s Academy Alumni 

Association sponsored and created a police officer calendar, 

which also featured several reserve police officers in action.  

The calendar was sold to raise funds for the priorities of the 

alumni association, which included the recruitment of more 

reserve police officers. 

In 2006, the Arizona Republic and other local newspapers 

published feature articles about reserve police officers 

and the volunteer police services they provided to the 

community, which helped with recruitment.  The force of 

reserve police officers then grew to nearly 100.
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In February 2006, Police Chief Jack 

Harris promoted Commander Scott 

Finical #R585 to the rank of reserve 

assistant chief, and the reserve 

bureau was subsequently elevated 

to the status of a division within the 

police department’s organizational 

structure.  Assistant Chief Finical 

continues to command the Phoenix 

Police Reserve to the present day. 

Also in 2006, after a hiatus of more 

than 18 years, Police Chief Harris 

re-established the Phoenix Police 

Reserve Academy.  He also assigned 

additional career police officers and 

administrative staff to the police 

reserve division to implement the 

recruitment and retention strategies, 

and to enhance administrative 

support for a growing force of reserve 

police officers. 
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The police department continued to creatively deploy 

reserve police officers.  They began working as police 

helicopter pilots, motorcycle officers and members of 

the special assignments unit which is referred  

to as SWAT (special weapons and tactics) in other 

police agencies. 

As an example of the creativity of the Phoenix Police 

Department, a critical-care physician attended the 

reserve police academy and he became a reserve 

police officer.  He was subsequently assigned to 

the special assignments unit as a tactical medicine 

physician, who would provide on-the-scene inner 

perimeter critical medical care to police officers and 

suspects injured during significant police incidents 

and engagements.  Other police departments 

around the country then followed this deployment 

model, and they began to use reserve police officer 

physicians in similar tactical medicine assignments. 
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Following the opening of the Phoenix 

Valley Metro Rail in December 2008, 

reserve police officers were deployed 

as supplemental transit police officers, 

and they frequently provided police 

security and other services on the light 

rail trains and at train stations. 

In 2009, reserve police officers 

donated over 39,000 hours of  

police services.

In January 2010, the Arizona Republic 

newspaper featured an article about 

one of the women reserve police 

officers, describing her commitment 

and service, and the police 

department’s recruitment campaign to 

hire more reserve police officers.

Officer Amy Floyd #R1013 explained that the more difficult calls for service motivated her to learn as much as possible to 

be an effective police officer.  “A lot of time you see people at their worst, unfortunately,” she said.

“There’s definitely a human side to things,” Officer Floyd explained.  “Obviously me being a mom, there’s a piece of my 

heart that goes out to people with small children.”
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In May 2010, the Phoenix 

Police Reserve, in conjunction 

with the charitable Phoenix 

Police Reserve Foundation, 

hosted a “Day at the Police 

Academy” event for many 

invited business, civic and 

community leaders. The 

attendees spent a day at the 

Phoenix Police Academy 

under the supervision of 

police academy instructors, 

to briefly experience the 

training that reserve and 

career police officers 

complete, and the challenges 

of working as a police officer on the streets 

of Phoenix.  The attendees participated in 

abbreviated police academy training exercises 

with firearms and Tasers, tactical training 

scenarios and use-of-force encounters, and they 

observed police dog and special weapons and 

tactics demonstrations. 

By 2011, and following aggressive recruitment 

campaigns, the reserve police officer force reached 

a modern-era high of 180 officers.  Since then, more 

than 75 reserve police officers have transitioned to 

career police officer positions.

On March 4, 2014, seven new reserve police 

officers graduated from the Phoenix Police 

Academy after 10 months of weekday evening 

and weekend training.  The graduation ceremony 

was held at Steele Indian School Park.  The 

ceremony was somewhat somber and bittersweet 

since the day before, Officer John Hobbs was 

slain in the line of duty by a violent felon, and 

another police officer was seriously wounded 

during a shootout with the suspect.
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Following the graduation ceremony, the newly 

commissioned reserve police officers were given black 

shrouds to be worn across their new badges, which is 

a solemn and traditional honor paid to a police officer 

killed in the line of duty.

On June 17, 2017, an academy class of eight reserve 

police officers graduated, after completing police 

academy training that lasted more than 10 months, 

during two weekday evenings and one Saturday each 

week.  The total academy training was 720 hours.  

Police Chief Jeri Williams presented the new officers 

with their badges.  Those reserve police officers are now 

completing their Field-Officer-Training program, which 

will constitute another 640 hours as they are trained by 

seasoned and certified career police training officers.

For the fiscal year 2016-2017, reserve police officers 

donated 34,308 hours of police services, valued at $2.4 

million. 

Fifteen reserve police recruits in Class R-70 started 

their police academy training on February 3, 2018.

Since 1951, the Phoenix Police Reserve has been 

commanded and directed by four reserve chiefs, each  

of whom reported directly to the police chief.  Those 

four reserve chiefs are:

Deputy Chief Ralph Blair   1951 - 1954
Deputy Chief Bill Winters   1955 - 1968
Deputy Chief & Chief Sam Leabo   1968 - 1975
Assistant Chief Scott Finical   2006 – Present

Between 1975 and 2006, the Phoenix Police Reserve was 

led at different times by Captain Joe Mecham #R66, 

Captain Dean Zeeb #R309, Captain Ralph Bach #R475, 

Commander Jeff Renfroe #R516, Commander Isaac 

Blake #R613, and Commander Scott Finical #R585.

1918
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Today’s Phoenix 
Police Reserve

Today, the reserve and career police officers of the Phoenix Police Department 

provide police and public safety services to an estimated population of 1.6 million, 

with Phoenix becoming the fifth largest city in the United States.  The city is now 

more than 500 geographical square miles. 

Reserve police officers remain community-spirited men and women who continue 

their full-time chosen careers, while also serving as volunteer full-authority,  

part-time police officers.  They receive no salary or compensation for their service.  

Reserve police officers continue to independently perform the same police duties as 

full-time career police officers. 
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As a group, reserve police officers are very dedicated 

volunteers.  Some reserve police officers have served for more 

than 40 years.  Many others have more than 20 and 30 years 

of service.  Reserve police officers also make very substantial 

time commitments to the police department.  Some have 

donated more than 1,000 hours of police services annually, 

and others have more than 25,000 total hours of reserve 

police officer service.  In 1988, one reserve police officer 

worked 2,252 hours, which is a historical record for the 

Phoenix Police Reserve.  By comparison, a paid career officer 

works 2,080 regular hours in a year.

Most often, reserve police organizations are measured in 

terms of duties performed and hours worked.  However, the 

Phoenix Police Reserve has made extraordinary contributions 

to the community, not only monetarily, but in real human 

and personal terms, and as an important component of 

community policing.  Reserve police officers are outstanding 

law enforcement ambassadors to the community, and they 

are able to connect and interact with the community in a 

unique way.  When they finish their police shifts, reserve 

police officers return to their homes and established careers, 

as citizens living and working in the community away from 

daily police work.  Reserve police officers also provide career 

police officers with an enhanced insight into the Phoenix 

community and its residents.

Since 2007, reserve police officers have donated more than 

365,000 hours of police services, valued at approximately  

$21 million.  

Over the years, the accomplishments and achievements of 

reserve police officers have been mostly invisible, because they 

perform just like career police officers.  They wear the same 

police uniform, they drive the same police vehicles and they 

seamlessly respond to the same calls for service.  Citizens who 

are served by reserve police officers, including those whose 

lives have been saved, are often not aware that those police 

services were provided by volunteer reserve police officers.

DEDICATION
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Currently, there are 106 reserve police officers and 12 reserve police recruits in the academy.  These men and women 

are diverse in age and ethnicity, and they have come from many professional and occupational backgrounds, including 

stockbrokers, salespersons, professors, bankers, physicians, business owners and managers, engineers, firefighters, 

attorneys, mortgage brokers, graphic printers, chaplains, commercial airline pilots, real estate brokers, city employees, 

technology managers and engineers, members of the military and many other professions.

There are three diverse categories of citizens who become 

reserve police officers.  First, are the men and women 

with established careers who do not want to pursue a full-

time career in law enforcement, but who want to serve the 

community as reserve police officers.  Next are the citizens 

interested in law enforcement as an eventual career, and they 

work as reserve police officers to further explore and confirm 

their interest.  Often, many of these reserve police officers 

subsequently transition to become career police officers with 

the police department.  Finally, many career police officers 

who are retiring from the police department have transitioned 

to become reserve police officers to continue to experience 

the rewards of law enforcement and serving the community 

on a part-time, volunteer basis.

DIVERSITY
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Because reserve police officers perform the 

same duties as career police officers, they complete 

the same rigorous selection and hiring process, 

and the same police academy training as career 

police officers.  

The current police academy training 

provided to reserve police recruits is the same 

training provided to career police recruits, 

and the training is taught by the same police 

instructors.  The academy consists of 720 hours 

of state-mandated police officer certification 

training, and it takes more than 10 months to 

complete on a rigorous weekday evening and 

weekend schedule.

Academy training includes a comprehensive 

curriculum of law enforcement instruction. 

Training is provided in professionalism and ethics, 

criminal law, traffic law, patrol tactics, cultural 

diversity, constitutional law, community relations, 

criminal investigation, report writing, firearms, 

defensive tactics, first aid, physical conditioning, 

police driving and many other subjects.  

TRAINING
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Upon graduation from the police academy, reserve police 

officers receive the same full-authority peace officer 

certification received by career police officers, which is 

conferred by the Arizona Peace Officers Standards and 

Training Board (“AZ-POST”).

Following their graduation from the police academy, reserve 

police officers are initially assigned to one of the police 

department’s patrol precincts, where they work in the field 

with seasoned career field training officers to complete the 

department’s standard officer-in-training program, which is 

an additional 640 hours.

After the completion of their academy and field officer 

training, reserve police officers work in uniformed patrol 

positions in marked police vehicles, as independent and  

full-authority police officers.  They respond to the same calls 

for service and exercise the same police authority as career 

police officers.  

Each year, reserve police officers complete more than 40 

hours of advanced police officer competency and proficiency 

training, just like career police officers.
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Unlike other police agencies which 

utilize civilian volunteers as auxiliary 

officers or members of a sheriff ’s 

posse, reserve police officers with 

the Phoenix Police Department are 

state-certified, full-authority and 

independently functioning police 

officers.  When they are assigned 

to uniform patrol, reserve police 

officers most often work as a single 

officer in a patrol vehicle, as do 

career police officers.

Reserve police officers continue to 

supplement the police department's 

daily operational capabilities, and 

they are a force of additional police 

officers which may be deployed for 

increased homeland security during 

DEPLOYMENT 
AND POLICE 
ASSIGNMENTS

times of natural or man-made 

emergencies.  They are often called 

on short notice to work as police 

officers to meet police department 

minimum staffing needs, and many 

reserve police officers have become 

preferred partners with career police 

officers on a regular basis.

Reserve police officers may also 

be assigned to any of the specialty 

bureaus and assignments within the 

police department.  For example, 

they are assigned as motorcycle 

officers, detectives and helicopter 

pilots.  They also work at the 

academy, airport, media relations, 

employment services, homeland 

security, property crimes, drug 

enforcement, special assignments 

unit, transit, air support and 

community relations.  Many reserve 

police officers are state-certified 

instructors who teach basic training 

to police recruits, and advanced officer 

training to both reserve and career 

police officers.

Reserve police officers frequently 

work specialty and priority 

enforcement assignments, including 

warrant round-ups, sting operations, 

vice operations, traffic events, 

Driving Under the Influence (DUI) 

enforcement events, marathons, 

transit security operations, 

officer funerals and other special 

enforcement details.   In addition, 

reserve police officers also provide 

supplemental manpower for numerous 

special events including First Fridays, 

the Light Rail, community marches, 

Fabulous 4th, PF Chang’s Rock and 

Roll Marathon, presidential and  

vice-presidential visits and 

motorcades, parades and many other 

community events.   
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In addition to providing day-to-day 

police services, reserve police officers 

have also frequently been involved 

in many valorous and life saving 

situations.  For example, one reserve 

police officer subdued an armed 

suspect who intended to shoot an 

automatic weapon into a crowded 

food court at a busy shopping mall 

one Friday night.  The suspect was 

shot by a career police officer, as 

the reserve police officer struggled 

with the suspect.  The reserve police 

officer and the two career police 

officers were recognized nationally 

MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE

as three of the nation’s ten Top 

Cops during the annual prestigious 

ceremony in Washington, D.C.   

In response to the first police 

broadcasted Amber Alert within 

the City of Phoenix, a reserve 

police lieutenant on routine patrol 

sighted the suspect vehicle, detained 

the suspect and rescued the two 

kidnapped young children who 

were unharmed.

A reserve police motorcycle officer 

observed three suspects fleeing from 

the scene of a bank robbery.  That 

officer, with the overhead assistance 

of a reserve police helicopter pilot 

who was piloting the on-duty police 

helicopter, were instrumental in 

the apprehension of three armed 

robbery suspects who had committed 

numerous armed robberies throughout 

the Phoenix metropolitan area.  

Over the years, many reserve police 

officers have earned commendations 

and departmental awards for 

valor, merit and lifesaving.  Each 

year, reserve police officers are 

recognized for their accomplishments 

and achievements at the police 

department’s annual awards 

ceremony, and at reserve division 

award ceremonies.
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The reserve division remains one of the major organizational 

divisions within the police department, and it has been 

repeatedly and nationally recognized as one of the leading 

reserve police organizations in the country. 

In April 2005, six reserve police officers were presented with 

the President’s Call to Service Award, which was created 

to confer presidential recognition upon individuals who 

demonstrated a sustained commitment to volunteer service 

and civic engagement.  The award was established during 

the Administration of President George H.W. Bush by the 

President’s Council on Service and Civil Participation, and it 

was supported by the Points of Light Foundation.

In recent years, the reserve division has been contacted by 

many police and sheriff’s departments around Arizona and 

the nation.  These agencies have requested information about 

policies and procedures, and operations manuals, to use as a 

guide and foundation for their reserve police organizations.   

A MODEL FOR OTHER 
POLICE AGENCIES

Throughout the years, the Phoenix Police Reserve has 

remembered its rich history.  Each year, the outstanding 

police academy graduate and first-year reserve police officer 

is selected to receive the Alex Mertens Award.  This annual 

award is named in memory of Captain Alex Mertens #R12, 

who served in the Phoenix Police Reserve from 1952 through 

1969, and who was primarily responsible for the recruitment 

and training of reserve police officers.

Also, each year the command staff of the Phoenix Police 

Reserve presents the prestigious Sam Leabo Award, which is 

awarded annually to the career officer or officers who have 

made outstanding contributions to support and advance  

the reserve division.  This award is named in memory of 

Chief Sam Leabo #R22. 

CONNECTED 
TO HISTORY
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Community 
Support and 
Recognition 
for the Phoenix 
Police Reserve

Reserve police officers have been 

very fortunate to enjoy strong, 

enthusiastic and engaged support 

from the community.  In the 1960s 

and 1970s, several community 

businesses and groups supported 

the Phoenix Police Reserve.  Most 

notably, the Independent Insurance 

Agents of Phoenix would host the 

annual Phoenix Police Reserve awards 

banquet, where reserve police officers 

were recognized for their dedication 

and service, and their acts of lifesaving, 

merit and valor.
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1975 James Williams
1976 Dean Zeeb
1977 Mary Lou Treadway
1978 Thomas Post
1979 Thomas Post
1980 Charles Rexroat
1981 Cheryl DeAugusta
1982 David Cummings
1983 Ralph Bach
1984 Ralph Bach
1985 Cheryl Thomas
1986 Vince DeDonatis
1987 Isaac Blake
1988 Glold McCluskey 
1989 Isaac Blake
1990 Ken Codlom
1992 Brian Micensky
1993 No Recipient
1994 Edward Knowles
1995 Edward Knowles
1996 Ronald Stanfield
1997 Nick Ruggeri
1998 Barry Blank
1999 Vince DeDonatis
2000 Torsten Coulson
2001 Isaac Blake
2002 Guy Potucek
2003 Scott Finical
2004 Vince DeDonatis
2005 James Asay
2006 Jim Curran
2007 Bruce Byron
2008 Richard Sue
2009 Arnold Kohl
2010 Rick Hyde
2010 Sam Farris
2011 Louis Spadafore
2012 Richard Lopez
2013 Robert Kaschl
2014 Scott Finical
2015 No Recipient
2016 Todd Simmons
2017 Robert Kaschl

In 2007, the Phoenix Police Reserve Foundation, 

a charitable organization, was established by 

civic and business leaders, with the support 

and encouragement of Police Chief Harris 

and city management.  The foundation is an 

independent and non-profit organization which 

is directed by an independent board of directors, 

which works closely with police management.  

The mission of the foundation is to support the 

Phoenix Police Reserve Division, and its public 

safety operations.

The foundation has become a model for the 

creation of other foundations around the 

country which support reserve police organizations in other jurisdictions. 

The foundation provides funding to support the equipment, training and 

program needs of reserve police officers that cannot be satisfied by the regular 

city budget, including: equipment and technology; recruitment of reserve police 

officers; specialized training; crime prevention; neighborhood and traffic safety; 

and other innovative public safety programs. 

Beginning in 1975, the American 

Legion Luke-Greenway Post # 1 

began to recognize the Reserve 

Police Officer of the Year, along with 

its recognition of the career Police 

Officer of the Year which was first 

bestowed in 1936.  The Reserve Police 

Officers of the Year have included:
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The foundation has purchased and 

donated equipment to the police 

department for use by reserve 

police officers, which was valued at 

more than $825,000. The donated 

equipment included eight fully-

equipped police vehicles used 

only by reserve police officers, 

police radios, computers and other 

safety equipment.  In addition, the 

foundation has funded reserve police 

academy equipment and reserve police 

recruit uniform expenses, and training 

expenses for reserve police officers.  In 

2017, the foundation also supported 

the re-design of the Phoenix Police 

Reserve website.

Beginning in March 2018, the 

foundation funded a valley-wide 

digital billboard recruitment 

campaign to hire more reserve 

police officers. 

In addition to the generous work by the 

prominent civic and community leaders 

who comprise the board of directors, 

the foundation has been supported by 

many prominent companies since its 

formation, including: Arizona Public 

Service, The Diamondbacks, Blue Cross 

Blue Shield of Arizona, Walmart, Talking 

Stick Resort Arena, Fennemore Craig, 

Molera-Alvarez, Southwest Harvard 

Group, Qwest, The Phoenix Suns, The 

Sundt Companies, Kmart, The Arizona 

Republic, USAA, Cox Communications, 

Salt River Project, US Airways, The 

Phoenix Business Journal, Viad Corp., 

Greater Phoenix Leadership, Roy Papp 

& Associates, Southwest Gas and many 

other businesses.
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The Future for 
the Phoenix 
Police Reserve

With continued support from the mayor, city council, city manager and 

the police department, the Phoenix Police Reserve will continue to grow 

the reserve police officer force and achieve even more success in making 

Phoenix a better place to live, work and visit.  The Phoenix Police Reserve 

is presently engaged in creative and aggressive recruitment campaigns 

to hire more reserve police officers, to reinstitute the schedule for two 

reserve police academies each year, and to recruit even more retiring 

career officers to transition to reserve police officer positions.

The rich history and success of the Phoenix Police Reserve is a testament 

to the initiative, generosity, dedication and courage of all the reserve 

police officers who have served. 

The recruitment motto for the Phoenix Police Reserve is succinct, and it 

reflects its long history:  

Protect and Serve… 
Become a Reserve.
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Reserve Command Staff, 
Career Staff and Phoenix 
Police Reserve Foundation
The members of the reserve command staff in 2018, who commanded and supervised the operations of the reserve division 

and its officers, included: 

The members of the police department’s executive staff and other career employees, who supported and directed  

the administrative and operational functions of the reserve division, and the academy training of reserve police  

recruits, included:

In 2018, the board of directors for the Phoenix Police Reserve Foundation which generously supported reserve police 

officers, and their equipment and training needs, included:

             President Derrick Hall President and Chief Executive Officer of the Diamondbacks

             Vice President Don Brandt Chairman of the Board, President and Chief Executive Officer of Pinnacle West Capital Corporation and APS

             Secretary-Treasurer Dale Schultz Vice President of Business Health for Banner Health (retired)

             Betsey Bayless President Emeritus of Maricopa Integrated Health System

             Rich Boals President and Chief Executive Officer of Blue Cross Blue Shield of Arizona (retired)

             Mark Dewane Senior Vice President of RBC Wealth Management

             Kathy Hancock Executive Director of Fennemore Craig, P.C.

             Ralph Marchetta Senior Vice President of Ticket Operations & General Manager of Talking Stick Resort Arena 

             Claude Mattox Vice President of Government and Community Relations for Molera – Alvarez 

             Gary Trujillo President and Chief Executive Officer of Southwest Harvard Group

Commander Henry Cusson
Lieutenant Vince DeDonatis
Sergeant James Asay
Sergeant Richard Hyde
Sergeant John Rodeman
Sergeant Matthew Young

Assistant Chief Scott Finical
Lieutenant Isaac Blake
Lieutenant William Wren
Sergeant Jerad Hoff
Sergeant Scott Masino
Sergeant Stephen Wamsley

Commander Joseph Klima
Lieutenant Edward Knowles
Sergeant Joseph Coplan
Sergeant Robert Kaschl
Sergeant Bahadur Samra

Police Chief Jeri Williams
Sergeant Joshua Clark
Officer Michael Kuehler

Exec. Assistant Chief Michael Kurtenbach   
Detective Frank Smith
Officer Brandy Smith

Lieutenant Mark Tovar
Officer Joseph Brown
Secretary II Nancie Chavarria
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SCRAPBOOK
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The following individuals, companies and organizations are recognized for their  

very significant contributions to this commemorative book.

ResearchER, Author & Editor-in-Chief 
Assistant Chief Scott Finical

Editors & Contributors
Sergeant James Asay

Sergeant Joshua Clark

Contributors 
Commander Bob Demlong 

Lieutenant Isaac Blake

Family of Chief Sam Leabo 

Phoenix Police Museum

Fennemore Craig

Production AssistancE
Misty Smith

Graphic Design & Layout
 OH Partners

Photography
Hal Becker

Printing
Cereus Graphics

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
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Appendix of Newspaper Articles & Documents

DOCUMENTARY 
COLLECTION

ONE TEAM

ONE VOICEO
N

E 
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TY

ONE DEPARTMENT
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Circa 1960 
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The Phoenix Gazette 1964 
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Arizona Republic  Wednesday May 3 1972 
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Phoenix	Gazette	Tuesday	Aug	8	1972	
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Phoenix Gazette  Saturday May 18 1974 
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Western Voices of Motorola June 1, 1974 
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Protect and Serve…Become a Reserve
PhoenixPoliceReserve.org


