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On August 21st, 2006 a home invasion 
robbery occurred at 5039 E. Salinas St., in 
Phoenix, Arizona.  The suspects tied up 
an elderly couple and stole their vehicle, 
a camera and cash.  The following day, 
just 3 miles away in the same Ahwatukee 
neighborhood, a man was murdered at his 
home at 5015 E. Paseo Way.  He was shot 
in the back as he tried to run to safety.

EVIDENCE KNOWS NO BOUNDARIES: CROSS-JURISDICTIONAL 
CRIME SOLVING DEPENDS ON POLICE, PROCESSES AND NIBIN

On September 9th, police in Mesa, Arizona 
responded to a drive-by shooting at 645 S. 
Elm.  Police found a victim with a gunshot 
wound to his leg and recovered expended 9 
millimeter and .22 caliber cartridge cases as 
evidence at the scene. 

On September 17th, someone in a Hyundai 
pointed a gun at people in another car in 
Tempe, Arizona.  A short time later, a Hyundai 
driven by Jessica Zambrano was stopped by 
Tempe police.  Among those in the vehicle 
with Zambrano were Deon Powell and 
Andre McKee.  Police seized 3 guns from 
Zambrano’s vehicle: Two 9mm pistols and a 
.22 caliber pistol. 

Cartridge case evidence from the Mesa 
shooting and guns seized during the 
Zambrano car stop were entered into the 
NIBIN database by the Mesa Police Crime 
Lab.  A possible match between the .22 
caliber pistol recovered in the Zambrano 
car stop and the cartridge case evidence 
from the Paseo Way murder was identified.  
This match was later confirmed as a NIBIN 
“hit” by the Phoenix Police Crime Lab.

Mesa Police had interviewed Zambrano 
about the drive-by shooting.  She 
implicated herself  and others, including 
Deon Powell and identified the guns used 
as the ones seized from her car in Tempe.  
Following the confirmed NIBIN “hit”, 
Zambrano was interviewed by Phoenix 
Police detectives; she named Deon Powell 
as the shooter in the murder and implicated 
Michael Morton and Andre McKee, as well.

On January 23rd, 2007 Deon Powell was 
arrested by Phoenix Police and confessed 
to his involvement as the shooter in 
the Paseo Way murder, claiming it was 
accidental.  On February 23rd, Michael 
Morton confessed to his involvement in 
the Ahwatukee home invasion robbery 
and the Paseo Way murder.  He identified 
Powell as the shooter in the murder.  

On November 12th, 2008 Andre McKee 
was arrested for a traffic violation and 
questioned about the string of  crimes in 
question.  He would only admit to his 
involvement in the Tempe gun waving 
incident.

By the end of  March 2010, the cases 
against the four suspects who were charged 
with multiple crimes, including the Paseo 
Way murder, were concluded and disposed 
of  as follows:

Deon Powell – Life in prison with 
possibility of  parole in 25 years.  Michael 
Morton – 20 years in prison.  Andre 
McKee – 17 years in prison.  Jessica 
Zambrano – 10.5 years in prison.


