
LIST OF PLANTS ACCEPTABLE IN UTILITY EASEMENT 
Guideline for Shallow Rooting Plants* 

*Some Neighborhoods may have more stringent or restricted plant list. In those cases 
use plant that are on both this plant list and that required by the neighborhood. 

 
Botanical Name Common Name  

 
GROUNDCOVERS 
Acacia redolens Desert carpet trailing acacia 2’ by 15’ 
Aloe barbadensis Medicinal aloe 2”  by 2” 
Aloe saponaria Tiger aloe 1” by 1” 
Ambrosia deltoidea Triangle leaf bur-sage 2” by 2 
Ambrosia dumosa White bur-sage 2’ by 3’ 
Artemisia ludoviciana White sage 2’ by 4’ 
Asparagus densiflorus ‘Sprengeri” Sprenger asparagus 2’ by 4’ 
Baccharis spp. “Twin Peaks” Twin peaks coyote brush 2’ by 5’ 
Bulbine frutescens Bulbine 1’ by 2’ 
Convolvulus mauritanicus Ground morning glory 1’ by 2’ 
Dalea Capitata “Sierra Gold” Yellow flowered trailing dalea 8, by 3’ 
Dalea greggii Trailing indigo bush 2’ by 4’ 
Ericameria laricifolia Turpentine bush 2’ by 3’ 
Eriogonum fasciculatum California buckwheat 2’ by 2’ 
Eriogonum wrightii Buckwheat 2’ by 3’ 
Gazania rigens “Sun Gold”  Gold gazania 1’ by 3’ 
Lantana spp. “New Gold” Yellow lantana “New Gold” 1’ by 3’ 
Oenothera berlandieri Mexican evening primrose 1’ by 4’ 
Oenothera caespitosa Tufted evening primrose 1’ by 2’ 
Oenothera stubbei Saltillo Primrose 1’ by 4’ 
Rosemarinus officinalis “Prostratus” Trailing rosemary 2’ by 6’ 
Salvia chamaedryoides Blue sage 2’ by 2’ 
Salvia coccinea Sage 2’ by 3’ 
Santolina chamaecyparissus Lavender cotton 2’ by 2’ 
Santolina virens Green santolina 2’ by 18” 
Turf (out of R.O.W. areas and less then 50% of total landscape area) 
Teucrium chamaedrys ‘Prostrata” Germander 1’ by 2’ 
Verbena peruviana Peruvian verbena 8” by 3’ 
Verbena rigida Sandpaper verbena 2’ by 3’ 
Zephyranthes candida Rain lily 1’ by 1’ 
Zinnia grandiflora Rocky mountain zinnia 6” by 1’ 
   
SHRUBS 
Abutilon palmeri Superstition mallow 
Aloysia spp. Bee brush 
Ambrosia spp. Bur-sage 
Asclepias linaria Pine leaf milkweed 
Asclepias subulata Desert Milkweed 
Atriplex spp. Saltbush 
Berberis haematocarpa Red barberry 



Berberis trifoliolata Agarita 
Buddleia marrubifolia Wooly butterfly bush 
Caesalpinia spp. Bird of paradise 
Calliandra californica Baja red fairy duster 
Calliandra eriophylla Fairy duster 
Calliandra peninsularis Red fairy duster 
Callistemon phoeniceus Salt resistant bottlebrush 
Callistemon viminalis “Captain Cook” Dwarf bottlebush 
Calothamnus spp. Net bush 
Cassia (Senna) spp. Cassia 
Chrysothamnus mexicana Damianita 
Chrysothamnus nauseosus Rabbit bush 
Cistus spp. Rockrose 
Condalia globosa Bitter condalia 
Convolvulus cneorum Bush morning glory 
Cordia boissieri Anacahuita 
Cordia parvifolia Little leaf Cordia 
Dalea spp. Indigo bush 
Encelia spp. Brittle bush 
Ephedra spp. Mormon tea 
Eremophila spp. Emu bush 
Ericameria linearifolia Turpentine bush 
Erythrina flabelliformis Southwest coralbean 
Euphorbia antisyphilitica Wax plant, candelilla 
Euphorbia rigida Euphorbia 
Fraxinus greggii Little leaf ash 
Genista hispanica Spanish broom (Self-propagating) 
Gutierrezia microsephala Snakeweed 
Hamela patens Fire bush 
Hyptis emoryi Primrose jasmine 
Jatropha spp. Limberbush 
Justicia spp. Chuparosa 
Krameria parvifolia Ratany 
Lantana camera Bush lantana 
Larrea tridentata Creasote bush 
Leucophyllum spp. Texas sage 
Lippia berlandieri Mexican oregano 
Maytenus phyllanthoides Mangle dulce 
Mimosa biuncifera Catclaw mimosa 
Mimosa dysocarpa Velvet pod mimosa 
Myrtus communis True myrtle 
Myrtus communis ‘Boetica” Twisted myrtle 
Mytrus communis ‘Compacta’ Dwarf myrtle 
Nandina domestica Heavenly bamboo 
Nerium oleander ‘Dwarf’ Dwarf Oleander 
Perovskia atriplicifolia ‘Heavenly Blue’ Russian sage 
Plumbago scandens Plumbago 
Punica granatum ‘Dwaft’ Dwarf pomegranate 
Pyracantha spp. Firethorn (susceptible to fireblight) 



Rhus choriophylla Mearns sumac 
Rhus microphylla Desert sumac 
Rhus ovata Sugarbush 
Rhus trilobata Skunk bush 
Rhus virens Evergreen sumac 
Rosmarinus officinalis Rosemary 
Ruellia californica Ruellia 
Reullia peninsularis Ruellia 
Salvia spp. Sage 
Simmondsia chinensis Jojoba 
Solanum xanti Solanum 
Sophora arizonica Arizona sophora 
Sophora formosa Sophora 
Tecoma stans Yellow bells 
Tecomaria capensis Cape honeysuckle 
Teucrium fruticans Bush germander 
Thamnosma montana Turpentine broom 
Trixis californica Trixis 
Vauquelinia californica Rosewood 
Viguiera deltoidea Golden eye 
Vigueira tomentosa Golden eye 
Westringia rosmarinaformis Westringia 
  
VINES 
Antigonon leptopus Coral vine, queen’s wreath 
Bougainvillea spp. Bougainvillea 
Calleaum macropterum 
(Mascagnia macroptera) 

Yellow orchid vine 

Campsis radicans Trumpet creeper 
Cissus trifoliata Grape ivy 
Clematis drummondii Virgin’s bower 
Hardenbergia comptoniana Wild wisteria 
Kennedia nigricans Black yellow vine 
Macfadyena unguis-cati Cat’s claw 
Mascagnia lilacina Purple Mascagnia 
Maurandya antirrhinifolia Snapdragon vine 
Maurandya wislizeni Snapdragon vine 
Merremia aurea Yellow morning glory 
Podranea risasoliana Pink trumpet vine 
Rhynchosia texana Rosary bead vine 
Rosa banksiae Lady bank’s rose 
Solanum jasminoides Potato vine 
  
ACCENTS/CACTI 
Agaves spp. Century plant, agave 
Aizoaceae Ice plant family 
Aloe spp. Aloe 
Cactaceae Cactus Family 
 Saguaro 



 Cereus 
 Barrel 
 Hedgehog 
 Senita 
 Cholla 
 Prickly pear 
 Organ pipe 
 Trichocereus 
Dasylirion spp. Desert spoon 
Fouquieria spp. Ocotillo 
Hesperaloe spp. Hesperaloe 
Manfreda maculosa Manfreda 
Nolina spp. bear grass 
Pedilanthus macrocarpus Lady slipper 
Yucca spp. Yucca 
  
TREE FORMS 
*Should be planted 10 feet from centerline of pipe. 
Bauhinia congesta (lunarioides) Anacacho 
Bauhinia macaranthera Orchid tree 
Bauhinia ramosissima Orchid tree 
Callistemon citrinus Lemon bottlebush 
Carnegiea gigantea Saguaro 
Celtis pallida Desert hackberry 
Dodonaea viscosa Hopbush 
Fouquieria splendens Ocotillo 
Forestiera noemexicana Desert Olive 
Lycium spp. Wolfberry 
Melaleuca spp. Australian myrtle 
Punica granatum Pomegranate 
Sophora secundiflora Texas mountain laurel 
Stenocereus thurberi Arizona organ pipe 
Thevetia peruviana Yellow Oleander 
Vitix agnus-castus Chaste tree 
Yucca brevifolia Joshua Tree 
Xylosma congestum Xylosma 
 


