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Fixed-route bus, light rail transit and rideshare programs receive funding from

under way will create a 57-mile system by 2032.
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The first 20-miles of light rail opened December 2008 and served 13.5 million
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Buses and Bus Facilities
FY 2014 federal funding will be used to replace buses that have or will 

have reached the end of their useful life. Buses purchased are used for 

local and regional service and expansion of the Scottsdale Road LINK 

limited stop service fleet.

Federal funding has also been programmed for the construction of two 

transit centers and a park-and-ride:

Laveen (Land / Design) - Connection to the regional system.

Mesa (Land / Design) – Connection to local bus service, two Bus Rapid 
Transit lines, and light rail.

Peoria (Construction) - Multiple connections to the regional system.

Valley Metro is working to implement a high capacity transit system 

included in the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP).  The projects are 

included in the High Capacity Corridors map. The table to the right 

includes a list of projects currently in construction or in various phases 

of development during 2013.  Funding sources assume the regional 

one-half cent sales tax, FTA 5309 Capital Investment Grant (New Starts), 

Congestion Mitigation Air Quality (CMAQ), Surface Transportation 

Program (STP), and contributions from local cities.

Under MAP-21, the project development process is a local responsibility. 

The process includes completion of the Alternatives Analysis (AA), 

environmental documentation and preliminary engineering. In FY 2014, 

Valley Metro’s budget is expected to be $10 - $12 million.

The projects in the most advanced stages of development include:

Central Mesa Light Rail Extension - A 3.1 mile light rail extension 

is being added to the existing 20-mile system from Sycamore east to 

downtown Mesa. The project is currently under construction and was 

awarded a Project Construction Grant Agreement (PCGA) in the amount 

of $75 million by the FTA in October 2012. The FY 2013 transportation 

appropriations legislation includes $20 million. Valley Metro is seeking 

federal funds to fulfill the terms of the PCGA with $19.52 million in FY 2014.

Northwest Light Rail Extension – A 3.2 mile light rail extension is being 

added north from Montebello to Dunlap Avenue in Phoenix.  In 2012, 

the completion date of the project was advanced to 2016 from 2023.  

Construction of the project began in January 2013 and is funded entirely 

by regional transit sales tax and the local city of Phoenix transit sales tax. 

There is no federal funding associated with the project.

Tempe Streetcar - The Environmental Assessment is underway and the 

Project Development phase is expected to begin in 2013. Valley Metro could 

seek $56 million through the FTA Section 5309 Small Starts funding program 

during FY 2014 for design and construction of the streetcar project.

HIGH CAPACITY CORRIDORS MAP

Fixed Guideway Capital Investments
(New Starts / Small Starts)

FY 2014 FEDERALLY FUNDED BUS FLEET AND FACILITIES

Project Total Project Cost FY 2014 Federal Funding

Phoenix Buses - 28 need replacement $21,175,638 $17,433,372 

Valley Metro - 3 to expand  

(Scottsdale / Rural BRT)
$1,875,162 $1,556,384

Laveen Park-and-Ride - Land / Design $2,370,705 $1,896,564

Mesa Transit Center - Land / Design $1,451,452 $1,161,162

Peoria Transit Center - Construct $1,559,505 $1,247,604

Total $28,432,462 $23,295,086 

FIXED GUIDEWAY CAPITAL INVESTMENT PROGRAM  
(NEW STARTS/SMALL STARTS)

Project 2013 Project 
Activity

Cost Estimate 
(in millions)

Federal 
Funding

Scheduled 
Completion

Central Mesa Construction $199 5309 2016

Northwest Extension Construction $285 None 2016

Tempe Streetcar Environmental $130 5309 2016

Gilbert Road Environmental $133 STP-Flex TBD

Phoenix West Environmental $1,033 5309 2023

West Phoenix / Glendale AA $481 5309 2026

South Central AA $133 5309 TBD

*Projects are not listed in order of priority.

FEDERAL PRIORITIES FOR FY 2014

Note: Dates indicate calendar year openings

METRO Light Rail Line

Light Rail Extension

Light Rail Extension (Unfunded)

Streetcar 

Streetcar Extension (Unfunded)

Future High Capacity / Light Rail Corridors for Further Study

South Central Corridor Study
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