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The Phoenix 
Metropolitan Area 
is the hottest in the 
U.S. and also ranks 
7th in terms of 
ozone pollution.



On some days, there 
are neighborhoods in 
Phoenix that are only 
two miles apart and 
have a 13°F difference 
in temperature.



Equity Challenges
The hottest communities also have the lowest tree canopy cover and the highest child poverty.
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Differences in Life 
Expectancy

• Residents of Greater 
Phoenix face up to a 14-
year difference in life 
expectancy, depending on 
what zip code they live in. 



Heat and Air 
Quality in a 

COVID-19 
World

• Air pollution, which worsens COVID-19 
outcomes, concentrates in south and west 
Phoenix.

• This summer, Phoenix had 50 days+ over 
110°F yet there were far fewer heat relief 
locations open due to COVID-19.

• Communities highly impacted by 
economic downturn are also facing 
increased need for costly air 
conditioning.



Nature-Based 
Solutions

Increasing tree and shade 
canopy cover by planting the 
right tree, in the right place, 
and with the right water can 
reduce temperatures 
substantially. 



By 2030, achieve 15% tree 
canopy cover in all underserved 
communities in the 10 large 
municipalities in Maricopa County.

GOAL



- Make the case 
for nature-based 
solutions

- Develop the science 
and tools to inform 
policies and plans

- Build grassroots 
capacity

Solutions



Example
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